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FT efen of thoſe loly "Charches, which 6 once Tie hed written a 
_ T hawilling bis own Error in that he had been ſo Lax I 
in Admiſſions to the Lords Table, and wiſhing that the : 
>  Evengelics in Germany, had brgan the Reformation with pre $ 
£5 , and not with Dofrine only. For which chaoge of © * 
Jadgment Popifh Authors do unworthily upbraid bim, : 
- Firice it was. a cbange. for the better, . Laſitins (the Poliſh 
* Hiſtorian) ſayes, that if any where in the World +he Primi- I 
== > rs Spins he ama oye 
; i. Bcclefiole, the poor lircle Churches of the Bobemian Bre- | 
Ig ' brew. When Learned Bucer beard ene of their Miniſters 1 
- (who. was ſent on purpoſe into Germany for that end) give ; 
"ah account of the Order 'of their Churches, he burſt out into- 
$ ED ſaying to the ather Divines Preſear, This is Heaven 
E:: Earth. Vergerius(thac famous Preacher who baving been | 
38 e Popes Legat to the Emperor, taking Calvin? Inſticutions 
*: "Ito his hands with a defi ign to confuce him, was Converted: | 
| FE: Thereby) wrote to an Eminent Perſon in thoſe Churches | 
8 that be Prayed for notbing in. this' world fo, much as that be- 
q G. fr Live and Dye a member among(t them. Now that, / 
| = - Wherein theſe Churches did chiefly Excel, was-their Order 
F 3 | 7 ly in 2heir great ſtrifineſs as #0 "Admiſſ ons to the .. 
|} ES Sope It was in thoſe days objected againſt them, 
Je Fs :* Fratres mon haben Eccle efiam aperrem, that their Churches * 
3 were encloſures, and their Church doors were. roo firair. 
*% } "Pac chey knew thar the Scripture calls the Church a Garden\' 
Buch Spring ſhut up,and « fountain Sealed Cant. 4.12 .They 1 | 
"were wom to Anſwer ſuch as made thar objection againtt *em, | 
E = bes tanght us that we muſt not give Holy things,except to | 
if 8 > Holy Perſons. Religion (laid they) is _ to begin with the Sacra- | 
| 5 nent, hue with Repentance and Faith. And a: Chriſt would not © 
| : commit himſelf to ul that Profefſed faith ſa neither muft we:There 
a - "gre many ther prove. Abortive Chriſtians, we muſt be 45 care- 
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Xe ea poom<opye we. be not deceived with ſuch Cones 4 
. Mud therefore the Conſole es of ſuch as Offer ehemſohurs i wy 
- -  Contmarniox are 20/ be ſearched into, and they muſt by - 
corning their fincerity arain ang again; and Obſereacion i 
GC Wy bop that are Evidences of true Repentance do appoi pers} 
8 ; bes This was. the Dattrine : This' wat the Diſciptip 
bo OS fewer Quueckes,. Teas did they Prc2ie rh 


; nt ON BSE 
j OOPS 6 + Ad be ot b 
. 3Y CO uh hike » at + TUE & 


4 
oy years. by reaſon if | 
FN tbrovgh Corruption 3 6 oe hor 4 3 they 
1. wonderfully loft their” Iil Apliae wail the Tom—_— the. 
8<- Lord diflipaed and deifi Hope ſaber all. * A lace _—_— 


. ſerves, that for the ſpaces {Fu ears, the Reformed Church» © 
- 8 in France kept cloſe eee ir  Ecclefieſtionl Diſcipline, bars 
_ after that they | car repyils,-*- {And whar has God doneto. 
"them: all ar rbis day ? It. was ſpoken to the Church in- Eph be 
- ſus, 2. 4, 3. Thou haft left thy firft Love romeper nr 
. fore ws thou art fall#n, and ds the firſt uprhs, 'or eſe La 
\tv thee quickly, and will remove the Candleſtick out of | bus? 
' place, ' The Revelation was written Forty years after. 1 4 \ 
Church in Epheſus was firit planted. - The - Firſt, Generation”; 
of Cburch Members in that time were doubileſs te moto F2 
them dead : their Sncceſſors wanted rhe Firſt Zeal for the” 
BY woys of Chrift wherein theis Predecefiors bad. Excld, 
YH Tivarleft ifſaed in a Removalof the Candleſtick. | DN 
SS © And ſhould-nort the dear Churcbes of New: 
B-. awakened by fuch awful Examples 10 toke heed 
i - rbus with them ? And therefore ro beware of De 
either from the Faith or from the Order of the 
There is that which tbe Scripture call, che rebut YN 
in which ina ſpecial Manner we ought to be Eſtabliſhed, 
2 Pet. 1. 12. viz; -Thar which is very Peculiarly: the. mY . 
ofthe Age of the Place'where the Divine. Providenty 
/ caft our Lor. And this is Now the Truth which dodl 
cefn Eccleſiaſtical Polity; That is it, for which our roma 
ſuffered a Voluntary Exile ima this Wildernels when' it wats; 
"Land nor Sown. Here God rewarded chem with ſhewing #0. 
them the forni of bis Houſe,with all the outgoings mental 
the coming: th thereof. Mr. Brigheman, om 
' New-England, Conjedtured we there would be ſome fairbf 
- Servants of Chriſt in a FPiderneſs,untq whom he thould w 
-Singyler Diſcoveries of Truth ; which ſevera}Judicior wy 
have BReomed as a Prophetical Paflage fathlled.jo hk .. 
- come to paſs in this American Deſare. However, The Tra, 
— If vbich relpect Church, Order are they which; rheſe Churches- 
Fd Fright other are concerned Rad rar) ;And d an le of = 
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A Regeuvolſens in hisEcclefieftical Hiftory of theS/avonianChurches, ' | 
=” relates tbat Lucas Brugenfis, (a Man famous for bis Learning. : 
F and Piety amongſt the Bobemians,) was wont re lay, that he 
+ did nor fo much dread all the Enemies and Perſecmors -. 
1 - whom they were continually endangered by, as be was afra:d. 
: leaft remiſneſ3 in their Holy Diſcipline would prove the ruin of -\ 
their Churches. © This Prediftion was ſadly verified. I pray 
+ God the like fate may never attend theſe Churcbes, in rwo # 
4... any of which there'is an amazing Relaxation of Diſcipline, Þ 
> - Sare Iam, chat co depart from the Order of the Goſpel elta-yith 
| bliſhed in theſe Churches in the dayes of our Fathers, and 
+ declared in the Plarforry of Diſcipline, is not the way to ob- : 
= rain. ſuch fignal Divine protections as they were favoured 
- with, Ja. 4. 5. If we Eſfouſe ſuch principels as theſe, 


Namely, That Churches are not to Enquire into #he Regenera- * 
= Prom of thoſe bom they admit unto their Communion. That 
Admiſſion to Sacaments is to be left | wholy ro the prudence and. 

&* "Conſcience of the Minifter.. That Explicit Covenauting with 
=: *. God and with the Church is needleſs. That Perſons not Quali-" 


= fied for Communion in ſpecial Qrdinances ſhall EleR Paſtors of / 
+: Churches, That all Profeſſed Chriſtjans bave right to Baptiſm, 
>. - That Brethren are to bave no Voice in Eccleſiaſtical Councils. 
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(as the i Truck > RICK ret: = Ch beif ſt is concernedÞ 
do we-not hear thar voice, Hbo-is on the Lords Side Fd 1 "y 7 
I: there no one that will ſtand up for the Churches of Chrift d. 

- The: Good People in them may then wellghink that their © 1 
 Parchmenareall cither Dad of Aſleep : For which cauſe i ie | 
is, thar, 7 Dedicate this enſuing Diſſertation unto Tow. the * 

Churches of Chriſt in New-England. | + 


My Brethren and the Lord's People, 


It is ncr my own Cauſe, but Yours which, beave hd un-' * 
dettaken and plead for. Did I ſay Tours? Nay, it.is Chriſt's 
| Cauſe. The defence of theſe Trarhs is now "become #he 

"Cauſe of Chriſt, and of bu Churches in New England I am 7 
*allo very (enfible that Tong 'Divines, who have not Sudied {| 

theſe Controverſies, are apt to think, that what has been Or- 

dinarily profeſſed and prattiſed in the Churthes of New-Evge i Y 
| land, is Novelty and Singularity. It: may in that reſpe&t bes 
\ @' Service. ro the Churches thar ſomething be written, which= Ro 
. may be. for the Information and Illumination of ſuch, in 

Que#tions of this nature; by means whereof they may be thagh 

mort fir ro ſerve the Chincher.of God, wherever 'the. Divin 

Providence ſhall ſee good to diſpole of them. - 

New-England (I mean the Churches in it) was Placed 4 
"Noble Vine wholly a; right ſeed. We are all concerned 1 1-om - 
E] ſeveral Capacities (Miniſters in' theirs, and People in theirs) 
F to Labour what in us lies, that they who ſhall come af ec 
_ us, may not prove Degenerate Plants ; muchi more honld-w 
» ' Endeavour thar they may nor be ſo in our Days. Itis4 
| 
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ſad Obſervation often 'verificd, by Experience, Thar KEN on 

in the Purity and Pager of it, ſeldnn” continues long in 

. ſame place. When the Church of Iſrael was in a Sertled Stat 

'  ” They ſerved the Lord all the days of Frſhus, and of the Elde 

that out-lrued Foſhua 3 that Generation was gatherede 9:8 

Fathers, anil there aroſe another Generation after. them... 

knew not the Lord. They turned quickly out of - the way 

their Father} walked in, obrying the Voice of the Lord. bas th 
* did mor fo, Ir was the This Generation of O_ 

__ * bers, which proved Degenerare and Apoſtare':, 2::Vi 
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| n fobrovgls' = thi is Wilderach, « are fas 
Fakes: "And wan of the Sacaed Gramateme f fachof F' > 
| gtoIaxp Aprayreaty and ſoon will be | < 
7 pany The Third Generatien are coming tw. take their |} 7 
# rucy, " Some of them are grear Bleſſings xo the Churches, as ' | & 
the Principles, . Spirit, and Grace of their Farbers ||. C 
n 

| 


: and Grand- Fathers, but many of them do nor ſo. On which 
account, 'it is not at all to-be wondred ar, if they Diſlike Þ. 
| the good Old way of the Churches ; yea, if they Scoff at it, as - 
| fome of them do ; or if they are willing to depart from what |. | 
#5 Ordinarily Praftiſed in the Churches of Chriſt in New- the 
== For the Congregations! Church Diſcipline, is not } 1 
- fwited for a Warldly Iacerett, or for a Formal Generation of | 
|" Profeſſors. Ic will fiaad or fall as Godlineſi in the Power of 
* gr does prevail or otherwiſe. Thar there -is a great decay, 
© rake Power of Religion throughou: all New-England is La* . 
abr trac, If that revive, there will be no fear of De- 
k vg from th: Holy Diſcipline of the Churches of Chrift. 
7 webs will it be among(t choſe who are Enemics tw ;// 
£ Bxplicit Covenanting with God and bis People, againft whom * 
ne Religrow Societies of the Church of England Communzon, 
) Row in-London, will riſe up and Condema tbem. Was it 
ever known that Collapſed Churches were reftored to their Pri- | 
E mirive Stare of Pdricy, but -in this way, and by this means © ; 
© of -Explicit Renovation of their Covenants with God and 
Ewithooe another. Bur I hope enough is ſaid abuur that in 7} 
x = ſubſequens Di/quiſirion. 
Lev the Churches Pray for the Coledge particularly, thar 
# tay ever Bleſs that Society with- fairbful. Tycors thar 
| it 'be erye-ro Chriſt's Imereſt. and/ theirs, and not Hanker 
| | free new and lools ways. This is & matrer- of 0 ſmall 
ec cernment. For. iff the Fountain. whoſe Streams ſhould + 
i glad ehe City off God, be corrupted, Potteriry will be _ #: 
"Ba. angered thereby. The poor Charches i in Bohemia befarg-|  'i; 
m mrioned. found ir fo. If the begun AprRtacy. ſhould, pr r0 p 
jet the next rhirry yeurs as ig bas done theſe laſt, ſoreſyrr- 1 
*come t0-tbar_ in New-Eng/Sed. (Except the(Golpel/it " 
4 with rhe Order 'of ir} itfar the molt Conſcientious Reo 4+ ; 


Þ = Retgionbe de / dmrytory] k was ; aid to edge; 

+ Chyrches in Aſia, Be watchful and ſtrengthen the keys. 

F, remain, 41d are read; to Die ?---Remember bow thou. bat re 766 

''F .. ved, and heard, and bold faſt. Does nat the Lord: _ 

* Cheilt ſay ſo ts the Churches in New-Englend ?) And a6es by 

nor ſay, as unto another of rhe Churches, Hold fot that's 
- baſt, that no- Man taks thy Crown. 


] '* TheLord give us Grace lo 10 do, which is the Hang] 
| - Defire and Prayer, of him who is, - - 
* Boſton, 1m. oy oy Hours to Serve Tow, LE 
1700, | 
| Jncreaſe Parher, 
5F- — 
þ, The Conrten bi $a x 
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Qu Wh Hether particuler Churche: ought 69 nf if of Smt N 


and true Believers on Chrift * 
. Q.2. Whether there ougbt not to be a Tryal of Pialiark 
 cernang their Quayifications or Fieneſs for Churcb Communion, 
' before they are Admitted thereunto ? © — - 

Q. 3. Voether are not the Brethren, and nat the Blder of 
the Church only, to judge concerning the Qualifications and Fun wn 
neſs of thoſe who are Admitted into their Communion? = Ds” 
| Qs. Hhether is it neceſſary, that Perſons at their 4 

Mes - #he Church, ſhould make.a P_—__ Rein of the 7 
"N44 Manner of that: CO? _ 
3 Q TT + Has, #be Courch Covenant, - 4s 0 

-_ ooy 7 ches of how nega? ay Series Jo 
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lick Readi of the EF Die aw _ Ws, v4 
ork vens. on 4 Minifter of the/ 


+ 'h Baprifom to be hninibind fo all Children, - . 08, 

| wy 7, fſed C briſtian fhal engage to ſee Educated i in the Chri- «1 

 Rian Religion : Pn | 

3 -Q. 8. Ir 5e Lawful to Bapriſe i in 4 private Houſe, where chivs 

2 6 no Church” 4ſſembly ? - 

Q, 9. Oughe ell that contr: -bute eoward: the Adoimeeminny, 'F- 

” to have 4 priviledge of Voting for the Paſtor of a Church? 
Q. 16, Ought chere to be a Conſociation of Churches, ſo as | 

77 no new Church ſhould be gathered, or Paſtor Ordained, but 

with the Approbation of Neighbour Churches or Elders ? 

E”. Q. 1. May the Brethren in Churches, and nos the Paſtors 

2 W be ſent 10, and have their Suffrages in Eccleſiaſtical 

EE Council | 

Q 12. Does the Eſſence of a Miniſters Call, conſitt i inhy |- 

Þ Born Ordained, with ſmpoſition of Hands by other Miniſters? | 

bs. Fe 13. Moy 4 Mas be Ordained a Paſtyr except to a parti- A. 
” culer Church, and in the preſence of that Church? - } 
.Q 14. Is the Praftice of 'the Churches of New-England 

: * hs granting Letrers of Recommendation, or 'Diſm:ſſim from one 

2 | Ge, to anoeber, according to Serepture, and the Example” 

'# > | 
+ £3-754- Is «moe. ehe aſſerting that a Paſtor wo Adminiſter T 

: = Sacranmnts to another Church beſides bu own particular Flock, \$ ) 

as the deſire of that other Church, a  declenfion from the firſt || 

Say of . New-Eogland, and from the Congregational 

2008 

"Q:16. Is it a Duty for Chriſtians in ebeis Prayers, Po uſe 

> ode very words. of that which is commonly. called the Lord s 

b "I Pro -Þ 

3 Qny. May the Churches under the Pitebjecricn and Congre- ||. 

== Diſcipline, maintain Communion with one. gale) 4. 
withſtanding thety ® (aver Poo: ſjons ——— Church | 

7 Gevermmons 7. T wy 
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of © Saints and rhe "oflon=y £i " i =, 
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f 1 The Queſtion i is not defatts; 
| thery are not true Churches in whom) there ave way 
not Saints, but de j fare, whether it- ought. ro be fo.? 4 wee 
ther that Cburch'is nor Guilty of Sin, ' which- xd mi I 
thoſe into their Commnnion who are not in tbe Jud jt —_ 


rational Charity rae Believers on Chriſt. Toons Ie o_ X 
mjiſed. for the true ſtating” of :the,-Queſtion, - the At wet; 
b rmative. - And that for theſe amongſt othes Reaſons-:: _ 
"1, There are Scripture predictions relating. tothe Tit me 
4. of "the New-Teftament, which intimate; els pel3 C4 
4 = vrches ſhall confilt of Hol Perſons.” Ir is forets 
8  *Pncircuaaci E@hall nozEnter into oat 
y be big "__ the way: into: the Cling 
Ik: 35. 8 8. har we 
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5 og ahi I rifud Th. 60: 21, "Thar A, 
| wry ſhould be Kept out of the rio ou} 


l Tim.” 
3: 15. "A 73 rage” and E.nineat D:vioe bas theſe Expreſ-'} "oY 
:  fGons. $ As (faith he) & verruqus' civil Man does cor like to 
*.* bay is his Houfe yncivil Perſons, to the moſt HMy God 
We © Wi nor aHow any 70 Be in his Family 1+ are uaholy. As. 
I ©no Man can think well co- bave Swine in his Houle, or 
* Dogs and Swine to come to board with the reft of the F+- 
' Eun fo open Signers bave no allowapce from God to be in 
; |-** bis Hoaſtold, 
2”. 4. None that were legally unclean mi ight enrer into the 
" Jewith Temple, 2 Chron. 23. 19. As 21. 28, 19. Nor ear 
- of the Paſſover and other Holy-things, Numb. 9. 6, 10,11, 
G Now Evargelical Churches are the Lords Temple, r Cor. 3. 
L106, 15. And 2 Cor. 6. 16. And they bave in them Sacred 
b: ,,yea the Body and Blood of Chrift ; and NR 
= they | wha are Moraliy Uaclean mey not be gdmicted into 
1 - them, The Ceremonial Holineſs of the Jewiſh Church was Y ) 
& - yph a of that real Holineſs which ought ro be in Goſpel - 
[5 -Chi nrct 
- 5. When ir bas'been otherwile, the Lard has reproved 
T 1-that have canſcd or permitted ſach abuſes; as ip the 
35 "Ct arch at Corinth, Pergamw, Thyatirs, which are blamed + 
r their ſuffering Ungodly Petſons to be in their Commu- © | 
£ on, -1 Cor. 5. 2,13. Rev. 2.14, 15, 20. A Scriprure which 
| Repel ner the Times of the Goſpel, ſeverely rebukes. 
Mipifters which ſha!l bring Meo that are G/nc# ona: 
in Feert, (Uanregeneraz= Perſons) into the SanFuary, into the. |. 
ech hof God, 10 Ext the Bread ang Drink the Blood which. 
t ace there AN o, EE: 44. 73 9. 
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- edit Dat ChanteroFt ed y 

- made way for the porter >a which kata 
+ Subverſive to the Intereſt of 'Chtift and Holineſs chrowg! od Ss 
| the greateſt part” of. that which bears rhe Name of Clrsftew- 
he 1 dom, "When Chriſtidniry became the Srare of Religiolh; whole -. : 
\ Provinces at once were made Church Members, pon a bare 
Proteflion of Chriſtianity, ' without any regard'to their re al 0 | 
' Sanctiry. And this corrupting the Chutch, as to the x 
of ir, was the means of jorroducing that corru or corraptie in Des 
Qrine, Worftip, Order, which ſoon follow 
| fone of the Ancients who lived it cbe fourrh. Contury- — 
' very ſenſible, for we find in their Writings ſad _—Y ® 
abour ir, If we affow a Degeneracy in our Churches is re 
fpedt of the matter of them, our Beebele will foon b el. 
Beehavens, It is « finarr, but a 1rue exprefſion of « Gre 
{b) Divine, That to compoſe Chanches of habitual vg | 
chat either as to Sins of Commiſſion or Sins of Omiſfion, 35 85 nes 
to Ere Temples to Chriſt, but Chappe's #6 ehe Devil, 5 

Nor is this Aﬀertion,  Thut Vifible Saints ard the many of . 
a particular Church a notion peculiar unto abs E 
Oar Brethren of the Presbyterion 67 i” | the fame © 
thing. - Yea, the good old Nonconformifs, and alll-that leave: 
been Studious of Reformation inibe Church concur in i 
Principle, Mr., Ba/l (c) who was of the Fog open, | wig 7 
{ ) ment, fays, That all erue Churches ſhould confift of bla ” 
The Noneonformiſts do acknowledge, that Churches 
garbered according to God's Wrd conſiſts of Saints only, * 
| Mr. Bal; The Presbyterians of the Union in Londen; have hs. 
for one of their- Artictes, Thar none ſhall be Admitted 4s Men E 
| bers in order t6 Communion in all the ſpecial Ordinances of ou 
J. Goſpel, bur facb Perſons as ang Knowing and Sornd 58 vhe Bi 
danzental D Arines of the Chriltian Relig ion without $ be 
" in their Lives, and to a Fudgment repulated by the WP a. F- 
God, are Perſens of F: file Godlnes and Hpeal, __— 
feſſing cordial Stbjeftion to Feſus Chrift, * dens to” 
ford has theſe words, (t) Thoſs only (lays! oe, 40bv 6 


"(bY Dr . Owen n of a ( Goſpel Church, pa part 2." p: 5 Arfeer 
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ds Body, and who-in Faith can ennuntiate. the Lords Death, {+ 
be Ch: ches in *New-Eng/and. are free to admit thoſe into 1 '%Y 
| er Comennion was are thus on, nor do rom" inſiſt 5 
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FRetber there oupbe not to be a Trial of =P concerning F 
. their: Qualifications and Fitneſs for Church Communion "f \ 
29% they are Admitted thereunto ? | | 
-- The Anſwer may be given in three Afſertions. 
"28% We Afﬀicm. that Examination and Tryal of the .per- | 
ons who offer themſelves to our Sacred Communion, whe- | - * 
| ther Sor ary duly qualified for ir, is ordinarily neceflary, {}_ * 


a 6 0 a > -——- 


* 
fy men profeſling and pretending to be Apoſtles were | © 
b. c tried whether they were ſo indeed or no, then there is. AJ S 

[je like reaſon that Men 'pretending to be. Sainrs, and fo 
: fir materials for Church Fellowſhip, ſhonld be tryed. whether 
Exbey. were {a ar-no. Bur the former is plaio from Rev. 2.2: |. 
e ſach pegs were;ried and found to be'bur coun- | 


Ll Ag > - 


{Epc the Temple to ſee who they were that did Efay to 
'S ter, and to keep thoſe cur jhat were. not duly qualified. 4. 
* Chron.:23. 19. And ſhall the” New Teſtament Temple,s. - I 
| iS. the Charch of God, have .no perſons tro Examine ſuch as + | . I 
uld- enter -thereinto ?:If Ceremonial  uncieanneſs made ® 


# 2, In the Old Teſtament there were perſons ſer ar the W4þ 


"Me n-unſfit-to. enter inro the Material Temple, Moral Un- {-- 
cle; eanneſs. renders them uncapable of Admillion. iarg' the ' 1 
4 piricnal” Temple. ' Wherefore:an Examination is neceſſary. | © 
x 3. Iris ſaid of the Myſtical Feruſalem that Twelve An= | 

els were: at ber Gates, Rep. 21. 12. Which does one Ob--.1! 2H 
$ -otimace,thar tbere areOfficers in theChriſtjanCburch-= © : 
Ec work. it is to obſerve who they are that Elſey to ; 


7. thereinto, that ſo the worthy 'or duly uae 
edmirtec | and others be 6 ohgrrg® from: on 
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Rea ©. Ne pi nat recount | 
i b- © be ſo qualified as all Church Members woaring, 
L | been proved that Church Members ought /ro: be Bel 
| - Saints, Regenerate perſons, And. therefore the Ch 
ſhould pur the perſons who defire. Admiflion into their E 
Communion, to. declare and ſhow whetber- it rare, 
them, whether they have truly Repented of their Sin I 
and whether they truly Believe on Chriſt, . Thus we rea >, 
1 that Ph:/ip Examined the Euauch -whether he did believe on -* 
4 Chtiiſt.with all bis Heart 6r no, A8.. 8. 37, And Fobn Bk 
74 pur thoſe whom. he admined ro his Baptiſm, to mO—_—_ 7 
thei nafeigned. Repenrance, Matth. 3. 2. 2 «7 
3 Nevertheleſs, 
. A rigid Severity in Examination is to: be crolted; 
1- ad (ſuch renderneſs and Charity ought-to be uſed as thas' 
| | the weakeſt Chriftian if Sincere-.may be encouraged. and: 7 
gladly admitted. Yea it were berter (as Mr. Cortom. v4 "4 
+ obſerves) ro admit diverſe Hypacrites then to, keop.o out one .. 
þ. Sincere Thi of God from coming into the Grd; 8 
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For, 


-* 1, Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt would. not break. the braikd 3 
Reed nor quench the Smoaking flax, Matth 12, 20. "Bur; 
gather the render Lambs in bis m_ and carry them gendly 
i * in bis bolome, I/a. 4o.' 11. . 
'P) 2. Sach. as;ate weak in the Faith. v we are Expreſly Come. 
| manded ro receive. Rom. 14. 1. Receiving into Church fet-"©/ 
|  lowthip may well ( amongit other things) be Cmpretended 1 
|. . in that Expreſſion. Wo 
3. Weak Chriſtians if Sincere have the Subſtance of 6 hat”: 
{__ Faith and Sandtny which is neceſſarily required jn-Chureh ©? 
]- Members; and; therefore no reaſon they. ſhould be — 
_ ded, though others. may Exceed them i in mealare and d& 
.gree of Knowledge and Grace. ' OR - 
i} - . 4-Church Communien and theOrdinances of God be ne- 
© - ing therero, being of ſpecial uſe for Confirmation and grow yt 
I Grace, fach Chritte lans thas are the weakeſt have- the 


18: Ta the way C the Chyrcte, Þ 58. 
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Sade 1 + ng gong Rule rao worn je pF 
pm ther Examination of perſons to br admitted -into + £ 
| Commenicn at the . Lords Table is neceſſary, More arga- Þ. * "ag 
s for .it way be ſeen in Mr. Cortons Excellent Trcaileoe © 8. 

F” the Holinsſt of Church-Members, And in this Controverly, 'Þ © ( 
-- thoſe of rhe Prevbyrerian perſwafion agree. with the Congre= &F |} 
| gation a3 we (ee in their Vindication of the Prevbyterial | - 1 
| 

| 


> 


* Government publiſhed by the Miniſters at London in the year .* 
- 36350, Wherein what we aſſert is largely proved by many - y 
4 + Rexſons, and the uſual Objections againſt ir, are ſolidly ati. a 
2  (wered. In the primitive Times they were very tri in /'Þ/ 
* Feagin thoſe who were admmirced into rhe Church Fet-  - | 
lowſhip. The greac Chamier wiſhetb that the like Rrict- | - 
- meſs were uſed in theſe days. Origen againſt Celſus (Lib. | 
EA p- Mibi. 142, 147, 148.) ayes, that in thoſe dayes, 
Chriſtians did initiate nons but Converced ones in their 
s, and that they did all that poſſibly they could do,. 
;- thor their Chirrcbes might confiſt of none but ſuch as were wn- 
per ye with Spiritual Viſdons, and that therefort they that Jo 
' ed to them ſubmitted to ſevere Examinations. This principal,” 
** That ungodly perſons, are not fit to be admitted to the Lords ? 
> Table, was ailcrred in the firſt dawning of the Reformation. 
- Not only fuch es fell in with the Geneva Diſcipline, bur rhe 
- Firft Reformer in the Churob of England went thus far. The 
\- Twency ninth Articleſays, Thet in the uſe of the Lords Sup- | 
4 ſich at are void of t "Lively Faith, to their C ondemmation 
= far and Drink the Sign and Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
7 Ghrift. \ The Liturgy lays, That in no wiſe men fho'd come - 
but in the Marriage Garment. That if any man be in Malice, 
07 ir any grievous Crime, Let him not come to the Holy Table, a 
= let him repent eruly of his Sins paſt, and have a lively Faith 
St our Saviour Chrit, Such Expretiions as thele are in the. 
| gb Liturgy. A. B. Cranjner in bis Anfwer to the Fif- 
: + teenth Articles.of _rbe Devonſhire. Rebels, ' baving quored © 
: - maby old Canoms which require the people 1 ro Communicate + 
- and not the Prieft alone. has theſe wgyds, [ would Exbort every. ©. 
2 - Gted Chriftion man often to receive the Holy Commuviion*. ee | 
.- I do mot vecite all theſe things to the intent that I would in this i | 
bo. ye phe whore" men loves ſmh « as per a, Eng 108-2 
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177i WOT wr a xn pet, 
F re to rective the. > EE wh pre Prieft; Shich Cem 

$4 they were now uſed, fear that men would receive it unworthi 

; H. - See the Appendix to 'Cranmers Life lately pnbliſhed: 

Mr. Serype p. 96. As forthar objection thar the Sacrament 4 | 
Converting Ordinance, and therefore that there is tio ace of I 
Examining Men about their Converfion in order to their 
being admitted ro partzke -thereof, ir is a Popiſh ani 
Condemned and Confuted by our Divines, excepticg that | 
' ſome of the groffeft Latherans bave eſpouſed ir. * Divers of C. 

= 'F- bor: late Writers of the Presbyterian Jadgmenr have Elabo- 
o *T rately and Abundantly refuted that pernicious Etror.Þ Mr.” .4# 1 
. | Vines calls this Opinion an Upfare Nagion: And fays, He * 
wonders that any ſhould ſtand up in the difence of it fince there is 
an army to « Man againſt thein.. See his Treatiſe of hs” 
Lords Supper, p. 245. Mr. Gullsfy in bis Aarons Rod) Blofſ-. bY 
ming, Book 3, 12,13.2nd 14. Chapters, does nor only Anſwer © 
Mr. Prins Allegations for the Affirmative, burhhe bas 'by no - 
- -lefs than Twemy Arguments with great Learning and hg 
> ment demonſtrated, that the Sacrament. of the Sapper'1s note; >. 
Converting but « Confirming Ordinance :. otherwiſe it might> 
beAdminiftred not only roUngodly but toUnbaptiſed-perfons,*2 
An Ordinance appointed far Convection is not to! be — A 

' beld from Unbapriſed perſons: But the Lords Supper” is ww 2 
- :G, -beld from Unbapiiſed perſons Exod, t2, 48, There=;7 
ore 6) | -Vi a 248 
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Mode 
WW Hether are not the Breeder, and not the Elders of: + pj 
Church only ro Fudge concerning the Quals fications 4 
Fitneſs of theſe who are Admitted inzo their Communion? E ; 
Anſw. There is ſome difference of Apprehenfion, __ 
| no breath of Amity or Union, as ro'this Queſtion berween th 
Brethren of the Presbyzerian and the 'Congregational''w Fo 
| the former giviog bis power only to the Elderfhip, 'thes ay 
_ Joyning the” Frater»sey' with them. (e) Mr. Corron ind fo 
- buy Mer." Norton "have 7 picket: frared ond y- &' this 


gs 

eZ: 

bs 
Fe 
Wa 


=»; Cont hl Ler help $1; ome wp Arguments be 
YZ - "eighes f, Balance of the Sanctuary. IEvE8 
SU They Shan bave -power-in Admiſſion have power 10-4 

-.: Judge whether the perſons | 10. be Admitted are duely qualified 4 | 4 
{For Admifſion, | But this is true of the Fraternity as well as, 
-  .of the Prezbytery.No one can be Admitted into the Church by - 
: -, the Elders without the Conſent of the Brethrea, The Com- To ; 
- munity is .concerned in who are Admitted, and therefore |: & 
-  +f#hould concur therein. Its a received maxim,  Quod #angie FF. 
- '. omnes, debet ah omnibus approbars, And reaſon lays, - Theyy i. 


- that have power to Admir, bave power to Judge whether L 
= the perſon who defire ir, are fir for that Admittance.  _ . E ]- 
+ 2 2-: They that bave power to Judge whether a''perſon i is... 
+: fit to be caſt out of communion, have power ro Judge whe- f 
”:" ther he is fir to be received into Communion. The Key '.f. | 
© +{ the power ]- of Opening and Shutting belongs to the ſame -|* 
+. perſons. Bur ir is: clear from- the Scripture, that the Bre- - " 
= -thren and- not. the Elders. only bave power to Judge: whe- - _ 
> ther an Offender is fir ro be-Excommuntiicated. Mateh. 18. \& *« 


17. 1 Cor. 5.12, All Orthodox Divines agree,that Church |. -« 
= Diſcipline ſhould. be Exerciſed, Conſentiente  plebe. So | | : 
-- : amongſt the | Ancients, Cyprian, Ambroſe, Auſten, Ferom, | - 
” Chryſoftom, Nazianzene, Theodoret, . Theophylat, And:amongft- *F 

;- our Modern: Divines, Calvin,  Bexa, Bullinger, Melanfton, *'| , 
Funius, Pareus, Rivet, Trelcatius. If their conſent is neceſ-f | 1 


#-, fary, then they have power to Judge whether rhey ough: to , 
Z” conſent or no.. ' | 
*'- 3. They that bave power to Judge whether a perſon Ex-, t 
L communicated, is fir to be reſtored ro the communipn of the k 


ſp: Cherch, have power to Judge- whether perſons never yet 
received ivro the Communion of the Church are duly -quali-" I 
fied for thar Communion, . Bur the Apoftle.writes-to the Bre- | 7 
F- ” thren as well as to. the F{ders of the Church in. Corinth to 
-: reſtore a penitent, whom they had according to the diſcipline © 
of Criſt laid under a Church cenſure, 2 Cor. 2.6, It the © R 
E Bretren are.comperent Judges concerning the Repentance of w_ 
a Lapſed Communicanr, -tbey are not incomperent Judges 1 b; 
: of the Repentance of other perſons that =o offer themſclves - 
Sw - arocagig n CY 
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4 L When $ Seat pre ng to joy" 10 Sie Charch' a ar "Faaſallen 
+ he, was not adimirted until: the Brerhren were by the Toh 3 
2 \: *Mmony. of Barxabas, togerber with'his awn Declaration, (atil- | 
P.-- E fied concernirig the reality of bis Faith and Repentance, At... 
: 9. "26. 27+ 6 A 
Fs, # If only Elders, have power ro Tadge who are fit to 
"come to the Sacrament or to joyn tothe Church, then 'in 
caſe there is bur one Elder in a Church ( as they are very 4 
few Churches in New-England, that bave wore Elders then Y Y 
one”). the Sole power will refide in that one Mans hands. 
"7 by a parity of reaſon one alone would have pbwer to- 
ſuſpend ' from , Communion, which Judicions Presbyteriang 
'*. do 20t allow of, For the London Minifters in their Vindi- 
- «cation of' the Prezbyterian Government,” { p.76, 71, ) bave 
| theſe words. ' © Ir is fay they } as warrantable by the word 
* of God, for one Miniſter ro affume urto bimſelf'alone the. 
_©power of Suſpending from the Sacrament, as it is to afſume 
* the whole power of admitciog to the” Sacrament. for 'con-, 
* trariorum eadem eft ratio : Fox one' Miniſter alone'to afſame © 7; 
© this power to himſelf, is to-make. bimſelf a Congregation, i 
« nal Pope. Iris a bringing into*the Church a power that, 
* would have ſome reſemblance; ro Auricular Confetſ on., Ml 
- Thus. aid the Presbyterians Fifty years ago. * 4 
" 6. The way to keep Popery out of the World,: is'for th the, Þ 
Fraternity in. Churches to afſert and maintain that power. 22 
|: and priviledge, which does of ' right bel>ng. ro them, Cer=' # 
rain it 15, that in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. rbis* power 
which we plead for, /was not; raken our of che hands of "the' 2 
Brother-bood. One. of the Ancients,. whole wrirings'give ©! 
us the greateſt infighr, inro what was the general practice of 
the Cturches, in the Third Century: makes bis pait Hi om 
Io (f} one of bis Epiſtles be bas theſe words, Examinabun- 
tur ingula preſentibus & fudicantivu» vobis, And'i in another, 
Vix plebi. perſuadeo at tales patiantur admitti. That he had, 7 
_'miuch ado to perſwade the people to be- ſatisfied with ds 
Repernance and Qualifications of ſome thar defired'\aRecep-* 
- tion or Reſtoration to: their Communion: When. in' after--. 
| times Chutch —_ thought with Dura our My 4 
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« judge what is meet for their own Edification, whatis He» 0. 
\ © refy, or a pernicious Error, and what is nor, or any thingy» i: 
® © of the like natuie. This is almoſt the ſame with that of ' -*- 
= © the Phariſces, concerning them who admired and followed ' . 4g - 
 * the Dcftrine of our Saviour, Fob. 7. 49. This people which Jill 
© know not the Law: yet was it this people, whom the Apol- 
- © cle directed 10 chooſe our from among themſelves perſons F- 
* meet far an Evangelical Office, 48, 6, The ſame People who 
E * joyned with the Apoſtles and Elders in tbe conGderation of by 
© * the Grand caſe concerning: the continuacion of the Legal 


k < Ceremonies, and were affociares with them in the determi-'" oh, 
E © nation of ir. A, 15. The ſame ro whom all the Apoſto-" | F -- 


E-** lical Epiſtles, Excepting ſome 10 particular perſons, were 
 *wricten And uato whom ſuch directions were giveriand 
= © duties Enjoyned in them, as ſuppoſed not only Liberty _ - | 
and Ability to judge for themſelves in all matters of Faith [' 
= * andObedience but alſo an eſpecial Intereſt in theOrder and; .' | 
**. Diſcipline of the Church, thoſe who were to ſay to Hrchip- | 
= * pus their Biſhop, rake beed to the Miniftry which thou haſt re- 
* ceived in the Lord that thou fulfil it, Col. 4. 17. Unto 
= * whom of all forts it isCommanded that tf ey ſhould Examive. 
= * and Try. Antichriſts, Spirits, 'and falſe Teachers, that in all F 
= © forts of Herericks, Herefies, and Errors, 1 Foh. chap..2. 3. .} 
&- * Ofc. That people who even in following Ages adbered uno ' 
= * the Faith and the-Orthodox profefiion of it, when almoſt} 
+ © all the Biſhops were became Arian Herericks. | This'pria- '.F 
© *. ciple of the Reformation in Vindication of the Rights, Li- W. 
© berries and Priviledges of rhe. Chriſtian People ro judge F. 
++ and chooſe: for themſelves in marters of Religion, to joyn * 
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© frbly tn thoſe Charch Duties which are ye d of them, 
>. without whſch the work of ir bad never Ru Rare 
" 

' we do abide by and maintain. Yea, we tneer'With no Op»; 
3 *. policion more fierce thatjſup6n rhe acconntof our Aﬀer 
" © the Liberties and Rights of the People in. reference. untg- = 

©. Church Order and Worſhip, Bur I ſhall nor be” afraid to 
ſay, that as the Reformation was begun and c_—_—_ 
on this principle: Sa when eh3s People ſhall through an appre=" 
henſion of their Ignorance, Weaknels, and Unmeetneſs to 3 
fudge in matters of Religion, for themſelves, and their own 3 
duty, be kept and debarred from ir; or when trough J 
their own floath, negligence, and: viciouſne(s, they ſhall by. 
really uncapable t& man2ge their own Jatereſt in Church Af" 
fairs, as being fir only to be Governed 'if nor as Brute : 
Creatures, yet as Mute perſons, and thi chele things are. 
improved by the Ambition of the Clergy, ingroſſi ng al-ung 
in the Church to themſelves, as they did in former no 
if the Old Popedome do not return, a New one will be Erect- | 
«£4 as bad as the other. Thus far Dr. Owen. 
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Fj Hether is it neceſiary hat perſonr-at their Admiſſion Into 
the Church, ſhould make a publick Relation of the Tims. 
) and Manner of hots Converſion ? 
| Anſw. t. Asthe Queſtion is. worded, the Anſwer-muſt be: 
Negative. Nor dothe Churches of New-Enyland impole this? 
nor ovght this tobe required or defired of every one char | | 
joyns ro our mehr ans £2 - : 


u., 1, Some og Converted one khow nehbie the Time « not / 2 
44 tbe Manner of their Converfion, Icis often ſo with + 
"} -#bat have been Advanraged with a Religious Education, | * 
4” thethave been all their days kept from fallin Scandalons- 
W.- Sins, The Spicic of God changetb their ie On ty 7; 
"|. and. inſenſfibly, as Mr. Hooker and other boar ff Divi rn 
| have Nous I bave (b) elle-where noted what Mir. 4 
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ans who REN mer hagnreay on other accounts, - it was ,pro- * Fl a 
?”. poſed-wherher they could all give ab account of the' Exact-- * 
= 'of their Converſion 3 and ghere was bur one of then”, 6.318 
* © ll that conld doit. "200: 
© 2, The natural Tempers and Infirmities of ſome are. ſuch,- 
as wake them uncapable of relating publick what God has 
© done for them. - Some have a natural Heſfitancy of ſpeeth. 
- Others are of very baſhful Tempers. Others are of tuch 
weak Intellectuals as that they. can ſcarce ſpeak, ſence. To 
' put ſuch upon Publick Declarations of their Experiences, 
would be to expoſe Sacred things to be Contemned and. Tal 
F -diculed by Men of profane Spirits. 

þ E 3: Ir is poſſible rhat che Occaſion of a Mans ThE 

” may have been ſomerbing not fit to. be publickly ' related, + | - 
Ir may 'be the words of ſome perſecuted Saint who is in ob-. : b. 
t- arxh 4r may be ſome fignal Judgment on ſonie of his Re* | 
3 lations. Nay, it may be ſome Secret Sin which himſelf 
© bas been guilty-of, may. bave ſo wounded his Conſcience, 
© as to occafion his trne Repentance for all his other Sins : - 
bat 4bis be onght nor ro tell rhe World of. 

4. Tam the more flow to mronenge the practice in Queſ- 
-*«rion ro be Abſolutely neceſſary, for that Good and- wife Men 
' bave not been ſatisfied. neither with the neceſfity nor yer 
--with the Expediency of ir. True it is, that the reaſon of 
- that Oppoſition againſt ic which is in the minds of ſome, pro- 
”” ceeds from their own want.of Experience. The American ' 
| pe, ( as Mr: Baxter . calls him ). good old Mr. Elot, 
-- who was very Zealous for publick Relations, bas ſometimes 
; | rold us of a Man that Joy ned himſelf ro the Church in Rox- 
bury, who had. been « very bitter Enemy ro thisHoly pract- . 
+ ice of the Churches in New- Ergland , uptil the Lord chapg- . - 

ed his, beart: And then when he offered bimſelf tro the Com- *Þ 
|. munion of the Church, he began bis publick Relation after. ©} - 
| b ink manner, I: may be it will be wondred at that I who have . 
| jen ſuch an Enemy to theſe Relations and have /o of ren inveigh> = W 
ed againſt that praice of the Churches, ſhould naw be on. 1 þ- 
Samy ſelf 'to relate what impreſſions the Word and Spirit of. Ged | 
45; bw made upon me, TI mu#t Confeſs, that when 1 was againſt. 
l 2p Phges tht frue- tea was, worrd:b had ores bh: to. 
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fr the "ers os Go his done yk my Soul. After this mn 
- did thar Converred Man Exprels himſelf. | Yet eghoraryr = $ 
ſome who baye had Experience of the Regenerating: Grace 7; 
ofGod in their ownSouls,baye not thought it. necefary,to dev © 
. Clare this Pob'ickly, when they joyn in Church fellowſhip, © 
$7 Iremember my Worchy Friend and Ancient: acquaintance; . 
-o& © the Reverend” and Learned Mr. Fobn. How ( who was Pal» | 
. _ tor. of a Congregational Church in great Torrington in »D#&- 
- | yvonſhire, where I was his Succefior in the work. of the Mis . 7 
|. 45 niftry forty years ago ). informed-me of-one_ in thar Church 3 
” who had bectn very averſe ro make aRelarion of hisExperiens» 
|. - ce$,as ſuppoſing there was noRule inScriptuce obſſging all that *23 
; | : © joyned ro the Chyrch fo to practice : Bur at laft be yielded: = 
. ro the Importunity of thetn that defired-ir from him ; and 5 
1 ©: , made: ſuch a Relation of the work of God''on his Soul, 
1  #bat (as Mr. How affured me ) there was nor one-Maniin- 3 
' gll_the Churcb thar bad dry. Eyes at the bearing 'of ir, | 4 
-Þ ©:+ Theſe things conſidered, we Mall readily cohcede unto thoſe” 
p who: are. Scrupulous abour Relations, that. 4 Formal ny 
lation is not abſolutely neceſſary in order tO Adinitfion into. 
. Church Fellowſhip, ; -- 
B Nevertbeleſs. © 5 AFR 2 
1 | Anſw. 2. The practice of the Churches: in New-England, | 
1 as to this particular, is Lawful, Landable, and wrt... 
' 1s Lawful for Churches ro defire thoſe that offer themſelvesro = 
their Holy Fellowſhip,| to give an-account-of their Faith and : 
| Repentance: And when. the Church: defires ir, no capable} 
» | - - Perſon ought. to refiſſe it, ' * For. 
\ 8. There is Scripture warrant for this practice, David lays; 
1 have not bid my Righteouſneſs within my heatt,"T have decld» 
red thy Fairbfulneſs and thy Salvation, I have niot concealed thy -: s 
, Ioving kindneſs and thy Truth from the great Congregation. 
Pal, 46: 10.-And in another place he ſays, Come and we ( 
. you that fear God, and I will declare what be has done For. 'm 
| Soul, | Bſal. 66. 16. Theſe Expreſſions ſhow that u-Ch 
'Þ - -tian ſhonld-'be - willing npon juft occafion, to declare 
- > oo Gracions workings of God'upon his Sonlpes 
. T9 $00 1 hs, Ay ans oper” lM 
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F doing of it: and: dibeibed it ben | 7H "2 
C/o Scripture ſays, tbat Chriitians ſhould be ready F) 
” #0 give 4 reaſon of the bope that 1s in them ro every one that ach- 
b- /: : Pet. 3.15. This Expreflion of 4 reaſon of their 
4% one, ſhews that tbey mutt nor cnly declare what good things 
= they boped-for in this or in anotber world, bur alſo upon | 
, whet grounds they did ſo hope. For elſe they might ſhew their 

' hope, bar not the Reaſon of their bope. Now if a Man has 
"Experienced. a work- of Savipg Convertian cauſing bim  TF_ 
to accept of Chriſt on the terms of the Goſpel, he bas ſuffi-\ | |: 
E Ciemt Ground and R:aſcn for Hope. ' Epb. 1. 18. Heb. 11. t, ;, }- 
T-.-- Bur without rbat be has no reaſon ro hope but the contrary, ' * 
- Epbeſ; 2, 12. Therefore- he that declares the reaſon -- | - 
Mm of” bis bope, muſt declare his Faith and. Regenera-. Þ} 
= tion. [f the Apoſile-does ipecially intend that Chiittiaas }' 
&*- ſhould be ready to do this before Perſecurors, who would |} 
&- probably be offended with them for it, they ſhpnld be ready 
E todo this before a Cburch of Chriſt who will not be offended 
» | Wich them, bur Þvlels God for whar they ſhall bear. "The 
bo. - Presbyterian (;) ' Miniſters of London ſay well, whoſe words 
, are theſe, If Chriſtians are heund to give an account of theirs 
WE Faith and hope to every one that asketh, yea even ro Heathen + 

. 3 * Perſecutors; how much more oug ht they to do it ta the Officer of ' {1 
* the Church 2 eſpecially at ſuch 4 Time when they deſired to be | 
"admitted to ſuch an ordinance as is ot common to all forts of ||; 
= I add,.. And how-much more to-a whole Church' ; | | . 
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+ + of Chriſt, Ifrhey a*k'ic ? There are alſo Scrjptgre' Examples / 
"42 encourage this Holy practice. They whoewere admit- 
© 3-d co Fobns Baptiſm, made an Open Declaration of their 
7 Converſion. Matth, 3. 6. And theſe Converts in A8, 2. did | 
E: manifeſt thar ſerious deſires were wrought in their wy og 
be: defivered from their Sins, which lay: upon -their 
| ſciences. and-pricked their bearts, and that they gladly rey 
b; ſeen the word of promiſe, If this was publickly manifelt- 
ed by them before their Admitrance to Bup: iſm ; why ſhoul 
Ent the like be done now: by Chriſtians before their Admifi- 
an ta-the Lords Table ? Ir alſo recorded concerning the Con- - $%, 
ferted Epheſians, thay they not only believed, bar Comp ane ard if 
*( Findcitis bY Frepiyreriep pen 0opr þ. 67.” DEBS fondo Pa 
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IN|. their Converſion. And we find thar tbe Apoſtle Paul was ready: 
{ upon all jutt occaſions torelae the ftory -of © bis. Converſion,” 
> iN his does warrant Chrittians now to practice the like on juik: 
MF \\ accafions. And conſequently when a Church of Chrilt ſhall” 
| Yeall for ir. The great Au#n in his Book of Confeilions, re-? 
lates the ſtory of bis Converſion :. The 'like we-find-in the 3 

| publiſhed lives of. many Saints. Fuftin Martyr in'bis diſpt--? 
ration with Tryphon the Jew giveth a Marvellous. account of 3 
P' his Converfion, by means of a Reverend old Man, that ad- 
j , viſed bim to read the Scriprares and to pray to God for -llu- 3 
1 mination, and then deparred out of his fight. «54M 
2. Ic is neceſſary ibat Churches ſhould know that thoſe 72 
whom rbey admit to their Communion are duely qualified 
| - forthar Communion. That they .bave in them ( lo far as. 4 
7. Men are able to judge) thar which is the mater of Self-Ex-.y 
| - amiaation, vix. Faith and Repentance. That they have an'% 
| * gbilicy to Examine themſeives.and nor only Dodtricially but? 
1\ ' -$piritually #0 diſcern the Lords Body, i Cor. 11. 28.29, Now? 
"5 *-. one way for the Church ro know that they are ſucb, is, by: 
© a Relation of Experiences. - Nor can it be known except by; 

|  .»  & Relation, or that which ſhall be Equivalent thereuntoy a8% 
a |... our worthy (4) Mr. Michel has Evinced, © *' + gt 
- i 3- This practice of our Cizurches has a rendancy 'th Ic . 
i more Godlineſs in 1he Potrer of it, | bleſs rhe Lord, in that 
|; ) FThereare at this day in London, ſeveral Religious Socjeries'Oh 
. IR. the Communion of the Churel, of England, whoſe defign is 007 
- \if| promoteReligion in/the Power of ic, Now theſe Societies tes 
il quired of {uch as joyn to them, that they give che Society.a a8 
jy + demn account of their ſence of Spiratual things, which they da; 
ſometimes Orally and ſamerimes in writing, . One that 
has peruſed ſome of their Papers, Reports that they bave'in 


* . them ſuch Pious and ſenfible Exprefſioas as would mightily 
_ affet any Picus Perſon ro'read them. Bar of this I hav 
wade a more large Recitation in a lately (/) publiſhed _Epif 

zle. Now fince this practice bas a tendency to- promali 

Godlineſs, why ſhould ir not be continued io our Churches 


' 2(k): See bis Life. p. 84. 
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is F 6d; rch of , i / MF reanir ; 
3 RE ISS FRI Thr %& ag Aj ne rs fr 
kecount of their Tence of Spiriwal things of thole thatare Ad-" 2+ 
mirred into tbeir Religious Societies, why.may. not we require 
he like of chem that joyn ro our Churches, which are Reli- IJ 


pious Societies ? - | - FR tS9 7 

© 4- This practice has been and will be attended with bleſ-i -, 
hed effects. For, EE ATP 22 
EI. It will. caaſe the Name of God to be glorified. The -Q, 
EGburch.that Heareth a Savoury Relation from any that pre- © J/ 
ſear themſe]yes ro.their Communion, will praiſe God-for' his *J : 


Grace in them.” Gal. 1, 24, FEES: (1 7 Fe 
© © 2, TheLords people will baveJoy and Comfort in ſachMem- ; 
© bers. beipg added rp them. It Paul and Barnabas did cauſe _- 
= grear-joy to the Brethren by declaring the Converſion of others. 

- AR.15-3. ThatChriiſtian will cauſe. great joy coa wholeChurch 
Lof Chrift, thar ſhall relate to them, the Experience which : 
Zbe has bad of cheGrace ofGod in his ownConverſion. Itis good. };. 
xo be a helper and notan hbinderer of the joy ofSajars, 2Cor.1.24 &# 
& 3. The perſon thar does thus joyn bimſelf ro the Lords 
#People,will bave more of their Love and Aﬀection than could / 
Forberwiſe be expected. - When they perceive what Experi» - 
ence be has had of rhe Converting-grace of God in his Soul; 
every one that is Godly will Love him, and- their Hears / 
Will be United to bim... 2 Fob. 5. 1. I Appeal to the Chil- 

Jren of God if they. do not find it thus. If when they hear 

any perſon inake a very Experimental Relation of Gods dea- *_ / 
Tiogs with thety, in Convincing them of their miſery by Na- .- 
rare, and bringing them to caſt themſelves upon Chrift, and 
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4 on, CMILOMm © 1t Cl JTCT a 
". meer Formaliey, Nor or Ty bags io chemſelyes. 
> 60 -Good, bur the Holy Inftirurions:of Karr Tn 


| Malice of Saran and the Corrupriqns of Men, been turned 
T7 | -into Formalities, So are Church-officers, Sacramer s and; 
=& -  Church-cenſures in the Church of Rome, and. in "amp I 

B?* © teſtant; Churches alſo ; which are not througbly clea iſed 
"from rhe Romitſh, Superſtitions. Our Cuſtomary Relatia 


T- may and: will be {o too, if we be not careful to prevent i 4 
<Q; Infpid, Saplels Relations which are uſed only Pro forms, will 
K*_ --nor_ Edify ;*bar give Scandal, and Prejadice many againit* 
this L:udable Practice. There are Reports, as if [ſomes 
Cburches, Perſons have brought wrizren Relations firſt torhe?) 
"Miniſter, and then to the Churcb, which were nor theirow s: 
dictating, bur deviſed by otbers for them. 1 hope theſe Rew? 
ports bave nothing of Truth in them, bur if they bave, I 2a Ty 
ſure thar ſuch” Lyars to the Holy Ghoſt, bave Sx an 
Yohe the Lon HR 2 


Q UESTION. V. 
46H, TAS the Church Covenant as Commonly praiſed” in 1 
Churches of New-England, any Scripture. Fonda - I 


Anſ. Fhis Que ion was Confidered at a General 
yention of Miniſters at Boſton, May 26. 1698. , And: alioh 
Mioiſters then preſent ( one only excepted.) did. concur ig 
the Affirmative. The Reaſons to prove that this/Prectice os 
our Charches is not; an bumane Invention, but Cand o 
ae Word of God, /are ſuch ay theſe. | - "oY 
; Nothing is "more Indiſputable then that under 

| Od Teſtament, . the Church was Confirmed. by a :Core 
 - nafit.. Nor was any Profelyte- admitted . into th 


— S.- F 


Churct, - bur -by.-laying bold of: the Covevann..; Fo 


= - felyte. was Filius federis, a Son of + the | Covenant,” y 

#-_ Things Unchurched by being Diſcovenanted, Zech, 1 EY 
$ .abandantly inſiſted, on in the Old. Teſtament, 8 
3 "more nc Fara mentioned in the New. Such as: rhe Soc CL1] 
od  -cariotrof the Sabbath, and _rhe Church Rate of Ny 
Ne, Children 'of the Lords People, The like may be. {aid 

. pbeChurch Covenant. * Scyeral Eminent Divines la 
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th W, \ I 230 4 d P22 wy Sp 
arp poltles, bn they ſpeak of the particular Churches. _ wi. s by 
Bec toſs it is founded on moral Equity, and often memioned © 

3 the. Old Teſtament. Moreover ( as is noted by a 
earned Author) the natne Covenant and .Covenanting, was \ | 
* "Evar which woatd have wade the-Churches in thofe days Ob- |Þ 
ib | noxious tw the Civil Powers, who were then Enemies to \ Þ.- 
= Chriſtianicy. Therefore the Apoſtles did«orbear tbe Names, _ || 
4 - bat Eitabliſhed tbe Thing by Similitudes evidently inply- © I 
ing it. | 
E \\ w $-riprares which relate ro Goſpel Times. iarimate ſack 3 1 
E \ a Coveoaor as is uſed in our Churches. Iſa. 62. 5. *Tis 
+ Caidof the Church, Thy Son ſha!l Marry thee, Which implies 
” n Covenant, Tous T/a. 44. 5. - One ſhall ſay Tam the Lord, 
and anther ſhall Subſcribe wich his hand unto the Lord, and 
3 " Surneme bimſelf by the name of Iſrael, This is Explicit :Co- | 
ot yenanting, to be in Goſpel Times. So I/2. 55. 4. They that 
oy the. £5ings that pleaſe m:, and take bold'of my Covenant. 

3. - Members in: particular Evangelical Churches are ſaid 
{10be Fellow Citizens, | Eph 2. 19. Now there is no Ad- 
aiffion in jus Civita'rs, or City priviledges, bur by an Act 
which implies a Covenant. Citizens are jn 2 Covenanr 
- Plate to/ Jobp the Laws, and maintaiq the Cy of 
*. 1 ' 
£098 wr Church. when Collapſed, aretored by 2 Remination of 
b heir Church Covenant with God,and with one another: Of (' Kh) 
hich we have Inftancesio the S-ripture. 2 Chron 23, 16. 
and 29. 9, 1o. and 34. 31, 32. Ezra. to... 3, 5. Neb. 10, 
* Bs. Now there is hy lame reaion of Reſtitution, as of Infli- 
_ jon. 

Ns Nothing elſe c can be mentioned as Coriſtituring a Pare 
4 ficular Church, dvr only a Covenant, ' Agreement, or Conſent to 
welk with God and one anotber according to the Rules of 
: e Goſpel. . Meer Cobabirationsidoes nor make a Church 
Member, for then Jews ani Pagans would be Members of . 
EEvaggelicel Churches. Nor dhes Profeſſion do it, for then 
| Jt would be impoſſible rocur-off Scandalous Members by 
# Ex ommmication. Nor Bapriſm:;' Forthen upon the ceaſing 


"inde In 4 Particular med, A Man mas be re--. , 
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bake GY «4 thar which we ve plead fr. F. __ 2 
42.” /They Continued, The Greek' word fignifies, . 
and Cleaved together. . So As 5. 13. None durit mm: 
ſetves, 5, e. give themſelyes to the Church ; they DR ad 
of beiog Married to the- Church. The word is the fs 
TF. - with that Marth» 19. 6: Iris in reſpect of the Covenant (8 
'f- | Dr.-Goodwin (m) obſer ves ) that they who are Conjogally re- ; 
"7, lated, are laidto be joyned together. .. 
4. © 7. If Implicie Covenanting is ablolately neceſſary to the | 
{ |; ingoſaparcicular Church, 'then Explicit Covenanting <1 
' "needs be a good thing. The more Explicit men. are in 
-Confeffing Chriſt, and owning his Inſtiturions, the more do 
chey Glorify him. Matth. 10.33. Mark. 39,» There is 
" (as Mr. (n) S:one the famons Teacher of Hareford has obſe ft 
' ved ) much of the Viſible Glory of Chriſt appeario in the E 7 
cirreſs of the Church Covenant, when men' viſib! nd  chemſelves « 
and their Children to Chriſt.  Tbat Explicit ovenanting Wah 
. practiſed amovg Chrittians in the next ages tothe Apc ies, 
is Evidem from Pliney ( who lived Aano 110 ) bis Lenet a. 
the Emperor Trajan. Having Enquired. into what, oy 
Cyſtomary in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, Hz lays that they did-mens: 
. to Worſhip Chriſt, and that.they did by an Oath bind the op * 
ſelves to attend the Diſcipline, that they would not « ow 
Adnlteries, .Thefts, Lying, - or any Evil thing to-be amon a 
them, ._ We ſee in Fuſtin Martyr, bis Second Apolegy.. w 70 , 
lived within fifty Years of ſome of the Apoſtles) rbax Ch 
ans were in thoſe Days /admitted into Church Feilowlh 
clared their Refolmion in all things ro Cooform) ro the 
. of God. . They did nor only profeſs thei beliefof the Chr 
- w_ Refigion, bur promiſed olive accordingly. - Apol.-: 3:4 þ 
93, 94. Tertullian (0) in bis Apology freaking of Plinies fs 
ter but now cited, 'Expreſſeth the Practice of thoſe Pri — 
tive Chriſtians, by Taying that they mer togerher ad 'Conf's: 
derandam Diſciplinam, which ſhows that they had borha'[ 
' cipling and a Covenant among it them and clearly Expo | 
the meaning of Plinzes Sacrament or Oath; pie: he 1 rem : 
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"xo be PraGiſed is the Chriftian Aﬀſemblics. Commenius (p) , I 

© informs us, that in the Bohemian Churches, ſuch as rocern 17 

> mitrec ro full Communion, made a pablick profeſſion of their h 
= Faich before the whole Church, withal promiſing to live ac- - 
cording to the rules of the Goſpel,- In the ' beginning of | 

+ Queen El:z. Reign, ſeveral Congregations in England, par- = 
+ ticularly thoſe in Coventry, and in Northampton, did. pub- + ; 
Elickly profeſs Repentavce for their Idolatry, and Promiſed | 
*” Obedience tothe Proteſtant Doctrine then'reſtored and eſta F' 
> liſhed ; which Mr. Robibſon in his Anſwer ro Mr. Bernard, * 
© .#. 464: Suppoſeth tobe the deed nor of the whole Congre- 
& gations, bur of ſome Miniſters, a few oftheir people joyning 
- with them, There are ſome who ſay that Presbycerians are < 
© againſt Explicit Covenanting. My deGgn is. to yindicate 
them as well as their Congregational Brethren, And I muſt 
therefore ſay, thar ſuch. an Imputation to them all, is an 
© mjurious Reflection. -Bozb the,one and the other acknow- 
© bode thar Explicit Covenanting is not Eſſential to the being 
of a Particular Church, Nevertheleſs, thar ir is very uſeful |. - 
x0 the bene eſſe thereof, for the more effeCtual Management © {| 
of Diſcipline, and preſervation of Order in the' Churches, - 
which renders it a duty. Dr. Hornbeck ( a Learned profeſſor _ 
© 36 the Uoiverfity of Leyden, who has written in Defence of 
the Preabyterian Government ) (f) declares his approbation 


= of tbe practice of Congregational Churches as to that of Ex- 


: + plicre Covenanting, and that be. approveth of what Mr. Cor- & 
Eon, Mr. Richard Mather, and Mr. Norton, (all of New-Eng- 

Fland,) bave publiſhed «on that Subject, The Churches in 

E Holland are under the Preibyterian form of Goyernmenr. Ir is 

E certain rhat they did many years fiace require Explici: Cove- 

E- nanting boch/with God and with te Church, by thoſe thar 

E were admitted into rhe Communion. Zeperas who himſelf 
Ewa one-of them, writes that their manner and order, is, 
lg) Toat when any perſon are admitted to the Lords Table, they 
make a Publick Profeſſion of their Faith before all the © hirch, 

; and likewiſe promiſe and Covenant that they will. coptinue in _ 
that Faith, and lead their Lives accordingly. "This perſonal. 


oy 
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© (f) Epiſt., ad Direum.:p. 309, 310- EY 
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"4 WY POenant og "wich C oy = the « Ch ins 5; £ 11: = by f ki : IS. 
W1 verge” the Synodsin Holland, and: is +bi ighty dof by 
the moſt Learned Voetius in his Beaker of N Ecol, wy 
- Polity. \An. Epiſcopalian' near upon an bundred gn fnce,” 
complained, that: the Calvinsts and Reformed- Churcbes mm 
Þ : France would: not admit any one unto-the Lords Ta Þ - 
J -:-cepthe did make a Publick Profeſſion of ' bis Faith, a1 wn ; wa. 
- alſo Promiſe by the help of God to continue ſtedfaſt theretm.: - Our 
Renowned Mr.. Rebere Parker, ( who being  driven'one"of 
England by the then Perſecuring Prelates, lived: coagl it n. | 
Rermed Churches abroad ). acquaints: us that in” thoſe”; 
Churches, Yhen any perſon ſeeks Admitrance into Charch Cond E 
munion, the Name of him who deſizes-to be a' Church ary 
is Publiſhed in the Congregation, that if any one has* ought e4 th 
Objet againft the Perſon Propound*d, he ſhould Yequame the. 
Elders therewith. - If nothing 1s brought in agamnit him} bens; 
admitted, but not without a Solemn_ Covenant. with God web py yr 
Church ; "ud to the Church be promiſcth,to walk as becomes that ; 
Holy Fellowſhip, that be would ſubmit to the Diſcipline of the®: 
_ Church, that he will watch over the Brethren of that Comprunit > 
according ta the command of Chrift. - If ( faith/MriPathers) © 
(s) this were-practiſed in the Chureb of England, thete: woul 4 
be no cauſe for 4. B. HFhitgift to ſay,” that the V; fible Church . 
5s Full of Idolaters, Adulterers, Drunkards, and Athes its. Thar: 
'Y. none-were admined to be-Members of Particular Churches br 
= T amovglt rhe Reformed in (:)' France "without Fabien 3 
nanting or Promiſing Subjeition to' the Diſcipline! of Chrift,” 
SY well known. Now let us -hear-what a later! ron 
Y fays about an Explicit Church Covenant : The:Revetend'Mixz3 
, F . Baxter in his Book called Church Concord (n) Jeckeraroith 24 . 
'F. there is no difference art all berween the Learned of both per» ;; 
 ſywafions. - (Viz. Presbyrerian and Congregational-): abour.# 
this contzoverſy. The thing ( ſays be) that the Precbyterians”; 
. have. flood upon it no more but to Vindicate the Truth: of | xr © 
+ - Churches .againft the Separatilts, that. have arkencs | HA tn” 7 be. 
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ho dow ju oy reiþ-d a Cs oh afar COR: 
ug: of the Church. - And be adds furcher ; I conclude ther 


” l ſome Particular Perſon may be Guilty of, there is tio 1 th 
Teal difference between the Precbyterians- and Independants in | R 
2 nut of Church Covenant. God farbid, that any faithful f di 


2 After of Chriſt ſhould fight againſt that which 1s proficable | Þ. 
& #0. the well being of the Church, meerly becauſe without it the 
} Church may have a being. Then muſt we plead for bunger and 
” Went, and calamitous. diſeaſes that leave us but the being of 
' Men, Nature, and Scripture, and the Preſidents in the Old”, 
<4 \ En and the Doftrine of the Apoſtles, and the Ancient 
{org of the Churches do ſatisfy us of the uſe fulneſs of Holy | 
” Covenants, prudently, foriouſly, and ſeaſonably made. Thus 
3 Mr. Baxter who bas much more rg the ſacce pyrpole in bis 
J ;” Book of Confirmation. 7 | 


Hs: QUESTION. VI v 


3 Publick Reading of the Seriptures without any Explitation 

or Exbortacion t with, part of the work, incumbent 'on 4 

ens of oe 2 

® he Queſtion i is not whether ſach Readings are _ 

| Fry (for who doubts that ) but whether the Miniſter - 

E + tharſhall omic them, does fail in chat which is- ſome part of. (. 

by : kis dnry. To whichthe Anſwer muſt be Negative. It can- 

| :, notbe proved” that that which ſome call Dumb Reading, or 

E blick Reading of the Scripture withour any Explicacion or 
borrations is part of the Paſtoral Office, or that which 
every Miniſter of tte Goſpelis bound unto. Somme have 

| Sp /w) char when Paul ſays to Timothy, Till I come giee 

* , attendance to Reading, that he means Publick Reading of the 

+ Feripture; bur then he adds, and to Exbortation and DoFrive. 

41 Tim, 4. 13. 'The Reading of one Chapter wirh' a 'brief© 

Ear will Edify the Congregatioq | more than the bare . Y 
E Reading of Twenty Chapters will do. And. Every Mini- 

— Fr bald attend that which will be moſt to the Wikcaripn 
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-" F Exhortarion therewith is.a duty, then thoſe Miniſters wha 
. - | whenthey Read publickly do' always. Expound or Exborg”® 
-'F therewith, bt do nor practice thar which is called Dumb 


| Reading, are” guilry of. Sin, 'as omitring that which is th&ir 
"I duty. - But fach Minitters are nor guilty of Sin : And if not, 
FJ -ir will then follow, thar they who practice Reading withoue 7 
{ Explication under the notion of a duty, are".guilty of Su- 
'perſtition; in making thar a 'duty which is none, As for © 
3 Reading without Interpretation, there are many who can do 2 
- A that as well as . the Miniſter. We find in Neb. 8. 8. Thet * 
TBF :hey read in the Book of the Law diſtinflly, and gave the ſence, | 
'| and cauſed them to_ underſtand the Reading. Thar the Jews -* 
were wont to Read the Scriptures in their Synagogues every - 
Sabbath day, we all know. The Penteteuch ( or tive Books -} 
of Moſes ) was by them divided /jiarofifty four Fay; or. 8 
 Seftions, which'they read over once every year, When 4n-__ 
tiocus inbibired the Reading of the - Law, the- Jews Inftead- = 
'F - thereof Read che Prophets ; after which it became cn{toma»- 7 
4 ry.to Read borb of them. The Jews called the Lections ont” + 
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obſerved how they read. This Overſeer of the Synagogue,- or - + 
ſome other perſon nſed ro Interpres. what was es On © 
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That Reading wicbout Explication, or Applica 
.by the Paſtors in the Churches of Chriſtians in Apoſtolical - 
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= thereon followed. In Cyprians {x) Time there was a Rea+ 
7 der diltin&t from the Presby:er, who was Ordained to thax 


| : as the moſt Learned Profetſor of Urrick bas Obſerved) im- | 


Z _ thity uſed to have tbree Lef5ons, They read an Ep:tle, and. 


| diſtinction of Libri proto-Canonici & deutero-canonics was 


E Haft the Reading of Fomilies inſtead of. Preaching ) which - 
- 35 till practiſed in Popyſh, and in ſome Proteſtant Congrega- >Þ4 
2, tions, notwithſtandiag there is in the Council of Laodicea a” . 8. 
E- Canon againſt it. From theſe and the like Conſiderations, 
* Publiok Readings of the Scriptures, unleſs with ſome Expofies= 


> - landby thoſe Eminent Servants of Chriſt, who firſt planted 

2 Churches inthis Wilderneſs. Mr. Rutherford in bis account - 
#- of the Government of the Church of Scot/ang, undet that f 
& - head of The Paſtors Duty, (p. 314.) mentions reading Scrip- 

= tares with Expoſition, ' but ſays nothing of reading without | 
E. that. IT ami informed that there are Congregations in Scor* | 
© land; where-not the Paſtor, but vbe Ruling Elder readeth the & 


$ ; pretatione. Altare Damaſcen. p. 632, In ſome (3) Con- | * 
E gregations in Germany, the Scriptures have been read in or-. 


+ (y) V.Veer. de pol. Eccleſ. part 1, lib. 2: p. 605. . 
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tion was uſed © 


Office. He is by Cyprian called Dofor Audientium, (which 


plies that he did more than barely Read, In Auſtins time, 


E, 
ſometimes our of the Goſpe/, and a Pſalm, after which te / 
F Mizifter Preached upon what was read. Therefore Auſtin = 
begins ſome of his ſermon with ſaying, Tres hes Leftones, 


&c- Theſe three Readings which you bave heard, &c. When the 


received, the Reading of the Scriptures in Publick Congre» 
gations brought in the Reading of Apocrypha-Books, { and at 


01; thereon, was not practiſed in the Churches of New-Eng- 
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” Times, nor yer.io the next” Ages to them.” We ſee in Fuſtin || 
 - Maregr, that the Seriptures were then Read, but a Sermon 


NY © (8) V: Cyprian Epiſt. 24-0 34 


Fr 1 . & | Ne NI IT ly 90 
v : . FR 2 # tbo torr dc 4 
: EP EEE NN Ste nes os PORT. V4 , £ 
"+ o — 4 + of Ls tt On - K * ”, 
+ Acer Ls . S.. s i - -; 


Scripture, Mr. Calderwood, ( that Learned Scorch Divine | 
> "who goes under the name of Didoclavus ) ſays, thar be would -| 
got bave Sermons without reading the Scriptures, nor rea-  -: 

Sos withour Interpretation, Non. probo Lettionem ſine Inter- 


S}dS hwy”. 


I " Ti oe oats. a. a to a ma 6a... 


: | the Tigurin __ there is no mention of Reading withong $; 

" | Interpretation. I therefore ſuppoſe that there, is ao ſuch 3 

. j practice in the Helverian Churches. I knew an Eminent Mi- 2 
 } nifter in Eng/and,who did for many. years read the Scriptares . *Þ 
' | in the publick Congregation, without any Explication, bur 
Tin bis lauer Fime be -faw cauſe to alter bis Judgment and * 

| ' practice. therein, always joyning Interpretation with big- =? 

' Reading. The Byſhop of Derry in his late diſcourſe of Hu» 


+ / that the Nonconformiſt dont ule ro read theScriptures in their * 
- F / Aſſemblies. He ſays,that 1 «// the Meetings in cheNorth of Ire - ' © 
land,in a whole year,there is not ſo much Scripture read as inone © 
day in the Church. Sure it is a ſad thing (lays he)that a Man may | 
go to moſt Meetings many years, and never hear one entire _ © 
| ' Chapter read in them. + Mr. Boſe Anſwers him, that ie #7; 3 
| the general praftice of the Miniſters in the North of Ireland, © 
( the Miniſters there are general of the Scotch' Nation, and . 
| of the Presbyterian Judgment ) to read every. Morning an 3 
'} = entire portion of Scripture, ufually a whole Chapter, or at leaſt 
f]. ſo much as they can ga through with, in an Expoſition of balf 
an hours length. «Now let us ſuppoſe there are Forty Meer-' © 
| _ *jngs in the North of ſre/and,and that in each Meeting balf a ' = 
| * Chapter is read every Lords-day, for three quarters of the* 
| © year, by this Computation, there will be near 800. Chapters 
WM | ) read jn theſe Meetings io a year. . But will the Biſhop ? 
| '< perſwadeus, that there is as much read in one day io the 
F - © Pariſh Church. 'Mr. Boy moreover ſays, that there are 
j . © few Sermons of the D:iſſenters in which there is not ' as} 


| | 
F | | mane Inventions in the worſhip of .God, makes a, ſad complaint, 


- 


-. © much of the Scriptures tecited to the people as if pur. toge=| 4 
$ * ther would make up two os three Chapters. And that the ® 
4 *\ Diſſenters have better reaſon to blame the Conforming Cley=."} 
F * gy for caſting ont the Expoſition of Scripture when read; 
3 _ * (as that Exerciſe is diſtinguiſhed from Sermons ) "then the ©* 
. * Biſhop'to 'reproach them for \not reading the Scriprare. © 
* And thar thoſe more fully comply with Gods Command, * 

© -who read and: Expound, than thoſe thar pnly tead. He"! 

* rakes notice what a miſerable fort of Cletgy there is in 

- © Rufficand orher parrs of the Chriſtian World, where theie-] 
 * Miniſters are meer Readers. Thus Mr. Boyſe a y - 
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* - bave the rather taken notice of; becauſe be was bor in New- | 
= England, as Rowley, in which Church bis Father( a Man of © 
2 Emineor- piety ), was an Officer, To conclude the anſwer 
+ -- to the Queſtion before us: Jr is evident; +thar in Origens 


( 

I 

Hg * 4 X . / + eel . 
time, Iaterpretation of the Scripture did accompany'the-pub- J. '1 
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# -- lick Reading of ir, For be calls. their Sermons, «Diageſeis. 7+) '1 
F”. the exarrations or Explications of what: had been Read, ' | 
- Origen was wont bimfelf to read ſeveral "Chaprers. We 


- findYhbar he read-the 25, 26, 27, 28. Chapters of the Firſt © 

þ Bopkof Samuel at one time, but deferred the Expoſition of +, | 5 
# the laſt of thoſe Chapters to anctber Opportunity. At anc- FF 7 
 thertime be read in Jeremiah from Verle 1o. .of Chapter A 


15. to Verſe 5, of Chapter i7. and ſpent 'an hour {as be © | 
&,; Was wont todo) jn Explaining ard Applying what he bad Þ —- 
+ read. As for thoſe who are of the Biſhops mind; thar many F 
'$ Presby terians as well as Congregational Men are-.guily of 'F. . 
®- Sin, and Humane Invention in the worſhip of Ged, in that | 
p- they always add Explication or Application tro what they * $2 
+ read. io publick. I ſhall only -recommend to their ſerious V; 


++ Conſideration two paſſages, both which are quoted by Mr. l 
 Boyſe, 'One is thar of Auſtin, Quare Legitar, / Silebitur, ant | 
# quare, auditur, fi non Exponitur.: Why do. we publickly F:.* 
& Tead the Scripture, if we muſt be filent and nor Expound it, 
The "anefgg+g Bernard, Non tradjit Mater parvulo nu- | 
cem antegrem, ſed frargit eam et nuclum portigit : Opening (| \. 
=he Scripture is like king the Kernel out « he New : ws vY 
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W.. QUESTION-vI, 
4 I S Baptiſm ta be Adminiſtred to all Children whom any pro- 4 ©. 
E. © feſſed Chriſtian ſhall ingage to ſee Educated. in the Chriftian |: 
Religion ® TIDY TRE © 
6: TFT 


E Anſo. If the Queſtion were only wherhe#:all -Children © 


= Adopted by. Believing Parents might not” be Bapailed, {| "% 
©, We ſhould not-oppoſe. For this is granted not 'only: by the ' © ©] 


E () Contra Celfim, L, 3.3. 142. 
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| rate: of Cope" 2s Divine, but- Eminent Writers of 
4 the Congregational Perſwaſion, particuldrly Dr. fame: atid: 
Mr. Cotton, ;are for the” Affirmative.” Bur as the Queſtion is © 
worded, we defend the Negative. And fay, that all-ſach' | 
. ÞJ- ' perſons as are. Comprehended'in tbe Queſtion; have not « © L- 
KK right ro' Baptiſm; conſequeorly ir wonld'be a Profanation'of - * 
'F tbe Holy loftitution of Chrift to Adminifter Bapriſm ro. A ; 
on. For,” * * 
+  Papiſts, Socinians and other Hereticks are Profeſſed 
3 [7 Chri ans. Bar their Children ougbrt nor-40 be baptiſed. 
Y For. that 4s. to'declare their Relivion ro be the true Religion, © 
5 When the Childen of I/-ae! were Baptiſed unto Moſes in the' * 
"4 Cloud, ir was thereby fignifed'thar the —_—_ taught by - 
Moſes, was | the true Religion, 1 Cor. 10, 2. But Pa” 
pifts have. corrupted the very Eſſentials of the ak Chriſtian g 
Religion, not by one bur by many Herefies by them men- 'Y 
oo rained, belides their Idotatry. - Nor does it follow, that: ifthe' / 
W + Children of Papiſts had no right to Baptiſm, that then thei 4 
by _ Bapriſm was a Nulity and muit be Jterated, For they baprtile .'| 
in the. ſame Name.and uſe the ſame outward Element (i 4 
| with Saperſtirious Additions of their own) which is of Divine" 
1. Inftiution;. in which reſpects although Fie#s non. debuir, - 
1 Ffatum valet, Now if the Cn Papiſts norwithſtandsÞ 
F; ing their being Profeſſed' Chriſtians, bave no right 10 Bapriſas, 
4 if any ſuch ſhould engage io ſee a_ Child Edacged in" the;;: 
4 _ Chrittian Religion, that conld nor Enticle bim to this Sacred 
Ordinance, Who can believe th if a Papiſt will undert 
to-be theGed- Father of the Spurious Chiltiren of Negyoes or Þ 
dians, then thoſe Children ought ro be Bapriſed ? pA 
ought to- be fo, if this be a true Poſition, That” Baptiſm? 
.. ought to be. Adminiſtred ro all Children whom! any Profeſſed-:; 
_ Chriſtian ſhall engage to ſee Educated in the Chriſtian Religion. 
Oar firſt Reformers were large enough in their Principles 'atid'Þ 
Practice as td. the- Subje#-of Baptiſm.  Neverthelefs, th ny 
| _ taught that the Children of Papifts had no right ro Bapriſm 
(4) Calvin, Farel, Bexe. .- Yea, the. (b).- Refs 
Oi in France will - -admir-* the Chit=3 
drew. of Papifts to pe, alrbon og Dropeſiuaie God 
DF. Calvini. 548 
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© abers would engage for their Education in the tre Religion?  ] 
=. Oar famous Mr. Carebwright has (e) proved, that ſuch Chil- 
> dren haye no right ro Baptiſm becauſe they are cur off from Þ ar 
© the Covenant, and do not belong to the Vifible Church. J th 
> We mutt of neceffiry own the Churchof Rome ro be a true {| th 
Church, if we own the Members of it to have right to Bap-. } N 
-  tiſm. Bor the contrary bas been evinced by Dr. YVhitaker, | Þ: 
. Alting, Turreting, and many others wbo bave made irap- , | n 
= pear, that Papiſts only retain the words of that which is cal-- "| by 
led the Apoſtles Creed, but not the true ſence.of it. '. - Ry | \ Fe) 
© ' 2, There are many. profeſſors of the Proteſtant which is | © 
” the true Chriſtian Religion, whoſe Children have not. by the | In 
=. appointment of Chriſt any right ro Baptiſm. For we may { ar 
nor Baptiſe the Children of profane Parents. . A national |] at 
= Synod in Holland, Anno 1619. Permits none to be Suſceptors | bi 
= 3n Bapriſm, bur ſuch as are Orthodox in Religion, and of « 1 =_ 
= blameleſs Life. The Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline of the Reformed . | 

> Churches in France, permits not them-who are ſuſpended '*| * rh 
E fromthe Lords Supper, to preſent their Children to Baptiſm )J' = a 
E- as lovg as their SuſpenGion ſhall endure- Every body knows Pf. lo 
- that il dit quod non habet. No man tbat- has not a righr ro {| P: 
Þ Baptiſm bimſelf, can convey a right 'ro his Children. : The | : fo 
- Primitive right muſt be as good as the Derivative. But a |. n: 
E Known wicked Man bas no right to the Seals of Gods Cove- - * "C 
= nant. Pſal. 50: 16, 179. It isa diſhonour to the Name of ( Þ.)? 
®. Chriſt that ſuch ſhould be owned as his Servants, or wear \ 

E the Livery thar belongs to ſuch, 2 Tim, 2. 19, When the || mu 
Church is made an Inn to receive all Comers by a Promiſcu- j E 
= qus Bapriſca, the Name of the Lord is prophaned, as ſay: . 'Y in 
 eth our great (2) Carthwright but now mentioned. The YQ- b 
E Ancient DoQters, particularly (b) Tertullian (5) Chryſoſtom,” . 
and Eſpecially 4ufzn, (k) ( who bas largely diſputed againſt ' | R 
& che Baprifing of Ungodly Men though Profeſſed Chriſtians) ' }. rt 
are'wont to alledge that Scripture, Math, 7. 6; Give ye-nor ' | fi 


© (&) nr Reply þ. 172, 173. Of 24. partof 2 Reply p. 142. ſs 
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- (fV. Vret.-pol.-Eceleſ. part. 1. L, 2. p. 661. © mM 
br. 0) Defence of Admonition, Pe i3 - SLE bs: | \- 48 v 
bh) De Baptiſm. c.18. ; 

k- fi) De Compun##ton Cordts. Lt, EY 
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are fitly applied here, For Baptiſm is an Holy thing. And © 

1 the Scriptuce Compares wicked Men ( though Profeſſors of | 

1 the rrucReligion ) unto Dogs. P/al. 22: 20. 
1 No Man thinks that Infidels ought ro be Baptiſed, - Bur | 

PraZical Infidels are many times worſe then Profeſſed ones. - 

1 Tim. 5: 8. If any Man provide not for bis own Houſe, be Gi 
bas denjed the Faith, andi; worſe then an Infidel, Many Pro- © 


ous Lives they Nullify their Chriſtianity, 'and are worſe than * 
Iafidels, ' To Baptiſe:them would be to profane 'the Sacred: 
and Glorious Name of Chriſt. Shall Swearers, Drunk- 


venant Sealed unto them by Bapriſm,. when it is manifeſt. 
that rhey bave no Intereſt in the thing Signified and Sealed by 


4 a right ro Baptiſm ? The Jews ( as Buxtorf (/) obſerves V's; 
. looked upon Infant Children as Excommunicare with the. 
" Parents. And therefore { 
- forms us) ſuch Children wer not Circutnciſed, A natio-: 
nal Synod in Scotland, Anno 1560, has declared, that. the." -54 
Children of Excommunicare Parents ought nor { until che. 
Parents Manifeft Repentance | ro be admitted. unto TS 


i 


'tiſm. Beza allows of it in caſe the Children of rhe Excoms--* 4 | 


municate be by the Parents committed co the Taition and 7 
Education of # fairbful Member of rhe Church, (m) as we ſee 
in bis Letter to the Miniſters of Newenbrg in Switzerland, * 
but not without that Caution. When in Geneva a Proteſtane ls 
' Member of z Church there had Apoſtarized to the cp 
| Religion, the Grandmother remaining till a Member of the.” 
true Church, defired Baptiſm for ber Grand-child;; but con»; 
. fidering that the next Parents were both of them Hdolaters, © 7 
and the Child remaining under -theic Education, tbe Re->.# 
| nowned Fare! (») refuſed to Baptize it, though bis Colleaqu aye ©; 
would doit, which occaſioned an anbappy Schiſm in 
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s F- þ fFeſſed Chriſtians do praftically deny the © Faith; by their Vici- ' FE 1 


ards, Fornicarors, and ſuch like, who live in the Viſible ; 
| breach of the Everlaſting Covenant every Day, bave. that Co- 2 


* that Ordinance ? Have Excommunicates or their Children 1 


ſons : which. words nowwithſtanding they bave anather fee me p 
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as anotber Learned Author. in- -, 3 


”. - be affitmed of many Profeſſed Chriſtians) by Baptiſm be de» 


Church ? It js. by ſome pretended, that Presbſterians are 
for Baptizing all Profeſſed Chriſtians. They that ſay ſo are 


=p bis (o) Epiſtles ſhow. Io the year 1550. Our Engliſh Fofi- 


and other Strangers io London, a Charter of- Incorporation 
to become a Church, and to baves Meeting Houſe for.them, 
and for their Succefſors, which be Ocdained to be called by 


own proper Rites and peculiar Diſcipline, notwithſtanding they 


+ of England. Theſe Proteſtants difſenting from the Church 
: of England, have been called Presbyterians. ' Their firſt and 
= noble Paſtor, Fohn, who was a free Baron of Laſco in Poland, 
2 bas Publiſhed an account of their Diſcipline, waerein be 
- declares, That Beptiſm is Adminiſtred in_ the Publick Aſſem- 
bly of the Church aft-r the Publick Sermon; for ſeeing Bap- 
= #iſm goes ſo belong to the whole Church, that none ought ta be 
driven back, that is a Member of the Church, nor to be Adqmi- 
- mwiſtred to any who is not a Member of it : it 5s meet that it 
ſhould be performed Publickly tn the face of the whole Church. 
= w---PPe do Baptize their Infants alone who have joyned them- 


Folia Laſco, a noble Pg/ander, who is Succeeded by the 
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b-, (Þ) Fullers Church Hiſtory, B. 7. p..4097,  _ 
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IM . 6b, King Edward the Sixth granted ro the Dutch Proteftants, 


agreed not with the Ryges and Ceremonies uſed in the Church, 


ſelves to our Church by Publick Confeſſion of their faith and Ob- 
b- ſervation of the | Eccleſiaftical Diſcipline.----|W/a ſuffer mo | 
=: Stranger to offer bis Infant to Baptiſm. in our Church, who has  ;- 
"Ih ave made a Publick Profeſſion of his Faith, and willingly ſub- ; 
= mitted bimſelf to the Diſcipline of our Church. T'bps Writes - 


& Dutch Miniſters, and Church now 'in London. To. proceed, 
| The Leyden Divines, Pojander, Rivet, Walew, Thyſim, were . - 


E- clared . ro -bave a regular ftanding in the Viſible J 


©. injurious to thoſe our wortby Brethren. The Great Fobn Rk. q 
E> Calvin bas been Efteemed the Father of Presbyterians. © H> 
- was not- for Baptizing all that pretended ro Chriftiavity, as 


B the name of the Church of the Lord Feſus, (p) Enjoyning all * © 
= his Subjects ro permir them quietly ro uſe and exerciſe their - © 


-% , 
* EIT 
&» *%, 


#, Church. Bar then ſhall perſons who are i9ſo Fare ( 5e.Viſoli- J . 
ws Legis fine ſententia judicis ) Excommunicate { which is to - | 


© accounted Preshyeerjans. Bur they were not for Baprizing- 

fſed Chriſtians © whoſe \Lives were profane, '-They 
(4) lay expreſly, Ss quis vero Licit fidem Profeſſus impie viva} 
. Baptsſmo nnjtiandus non eſt, for which they give this Rezſon, © 

| That Baptiſm is a Sacrament nor only of Faith, bur of Res *J; 
pentance; For which canſe they 158 19m Impenitently'ia 
any Scandalous Practiſes,are not ſubjects meet for that Sacra=- © 
ment. The Learned Spenheimius is called a Prezbyterian, | 


4. .. Bur he bas by weighty Reaſons proved, that Profane Men 
\ - though Profeſſed Chrittians, ought por ro be Baptized. -Mr. 
\-f} ) - Baxter goes for a Prezbytertan. (r) He bas by irrefragable 
"|| | Arguments evinced, that the Children of notoriouſly Ungadly ® 
Men ought- not to be Baptiled. Mr. George Gilaſpy was a 

. Presbyterian of the Church in: Sco:land. Now bis words 
are theſe, (z) I believe (ſaith be) no Conſcientious Minifter © 
would adventure to Baptiſe one who bas manifeſt and Infallible = 
Signs of Irregeneration. Surely we cannot be  anſwerable to 7 

| God if we ſhould 4dminifter Baptiſm to a Man mhoſe. works © 
6; IV and words do manifeſtly declare hins to be an Unregenerate Un» 
Z, converted perſon. By the Teſtimonies which have been cited, 
|| - ir isclear that thedenial of Baptiſm ro fame, who are profels -- 

| ſed Chriſtians, is not the Principle of Independents only. | - © ©; 

. -3. Such Laxneſs in the Adminiſtration of Baptilnx as is. © 
of Expreſſed in the.Queſtion before ns, is Popiſh and. Anrichpie. - 
| - ftian. Ir was not ſo in the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, # 
('} ) Fhat Error of the neceſſity of Baptiſm { not anly neceſſitare;s 
|. precepts ſed medis) in order to Salvation. Likewiſe thar Ep» 


> 2s 


e 
« % 


4 ror of Bapriſmal Regeneration, that Bapriſm does Regenerag 
A . Men Ex opere 0perato, as Popilſh Authors teath, brought 
| this Error alſo ofBe/larmine,and others of tbatReligian affirm, 
that Baptiſm does SanRify the Unclean, and that therefare} 

| It is nor profaned when Adminiftred ro perſons known:to: be" 
wicked. In purſuance of this principle, a Popiſh Prieſt, Baps 

| riſed no leſs than three hundred thouſand: Americans. (ul 
Y And another Seven hundred thouſand” (as their. own Hiftorts 
ans-informs ns} amongſt all which there was nor 'one-gook 

. © (q) Syngs. pur. Relig. diſp. 44- Theſ. 46. 
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E Chriftian. Moſt certainly, the Apoſtles did not Bapriſe af-. | * 
* reribat Lax manner- And Fobn Beprift required Fruits 
meet for Repentance of the Adulr perſons whom he admired P 
* to this Sacred Ordinance ; and when a Generation of Vipers  P 
| - cameto bim for Baptiſm, he rejected them becauſe of their ,} fe 


£1 
= 


| Tmpenitency. Marth. 3- 8. with Luk. 7. 36. ( 
by S > INN NINTe | } c 
We: >: QUESTION VII. | A : 
: I Baptiſm in a private Houſe where there is no Church Aſſem- Y1/ 
1 © bhallowable? | NE | 
5 5 Anſw. Papiſts, | Epiſcopal Proteſtants, and ſome. Lutherans 1 


+ plead for ic. [But the (4) Doctrine of the old. Yaldenſes was, 
” ghar Baptiſm ought to be Adminiſtred in a full Congregation, to 
© gbe end that he that is received into the Church, ſhould be re- 
E pured and beld of all for a Chriſtian Brother,” and that all the 
” Congregation might pray for him, that be may be a Chriſtian in ; 
| Heart, as be is outwardly efteemed a Chriſtian. Mot of onr AY 
- Writers (eſpecially Presbyrerians) dilapprove of Private Bap- | 
 giſm. The Reformed in France, (b) and the Churches in | 
0) Heeu alſo required Baptiſm to be publickly adminiſtred. | 
= Onr Enpliſh Precbyterians in the | Direfory lays, that Baptiſm Ih 
- 3s mot to be Adminiſtred in private places,or. privately but in the 4 | ) 
© place of publick Worſhip, and in the face of the Conpregation. 
The Genevs' Divines ( as is to be ſeen in Ranchys Epiſtles) -_ | 


when this caſe was propoſed tothem, Yhether Baptiſm might | 


mot be adminiſtred in privace, Adviſed rhoſe that ſent ro them, 
Lat 20 Baptiſe any but where there was a Publick Aſſembly, for 2 
Ewhich they gave ſeveral Reaſons. . Calvin, alrbougb be does 
not judge private Baptiſm to be a meer nullicy, nevertheleſs. 1 
5h his (d) Inſtitutions, be difallows of it. And io bis Epiſtles, - 
the reaſoneth after this manner, (e) Baptiſm Seals our Intro-- - - | 
uHon and Initiation into the Viſible Church and Body of Chriſt, . 


_ +. 9 — CO ——_— oo rn orey nn - We JE EI — 
*a) See Perin of the Waldenſes Ds&rine. p. 435 _ ,. ©. + 
F< bd). See their diſcipline. ch. 11. $. 6. - TON EL 9 | 
{c) V. Voet. de pol, Eccleſ. part 1. La 2+ Þ. 726. BS 21 
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- nd! our Pu to the Heavenly nar theirs pot 2 - | 
 Caloin) Fas non eft adminiſtrare Baptiſmum niſi in Cem 
Publice, It is not lawful to Adminiſter Baptiſm excepr in a | 
publick Congregation. The Judicious and: Learned Pro- "N3 
feſlors (f) of Leyden, condemn private Bapriſms: So does.” 
4 (g) Mareſius, and ſo does (b) Alring. . In Scotlend, (5) Mr. 
Calderwood, (k) Mr. Gelaſpz, (1) Mr. Rutherford, have all 35 
| of them witneſſed againft i. | Ir is evidear tbat in the early "$5; 
C Agesof Chriſtianity, Private Baptiſms were not uſed,but there” *}* 
was an Error.on the other hand, for they uſed nor to Bapriſe 7 
: ) except at Eaſter and Pentecoſt, 'when were the greareft Af 
1 | ſenblies. In the very beginnings of the Reformation 1 in Ewp- " - 
land, private Baptiſm wes nor allowed of excepr in caſe of | 
'. neceflity. . King Edward'6. bis Common Prayer Bodk, te- * = 
x quires that the people ſhonld be admoniſhed ro bring; theie _ | 
Children ro Baptiſm only on the Lords days, and on Holy ' 
days, -that fo alltbe Congregation might be witneſſes of theie' 
.'. being received into the number of rhe Faithful, and that” = 
"|. hey might alt be put in mind of what they bad promiſed i in bs E 
$7. Bapriſcz. And ajthongh private Baptiſms are oY 
| practiſed by the Miniiters of rhe Church of England, when | 
no neceſſity compels them, the Liturgy allows hor; of it. 
| The Arguments which our. Divines produce againſt privacs 
k Baptiſm are ſuch as theſe, 4 
4 ' I. Fohn Baptiſt did nor Baptiſe in privare, bur wheres ; 3 
) P P P 
there was an open. publick meering. Ir has been objedted 
| that Pau! Baptiſed the Jaylor in a private Houſe where there 
was ro Church Aſſembly: To which is Anſwered, thar 
Paul was an extraordinary Officer: And that it was. im" 
4 poſſible in that Place at that Time to call a Coogrrgarian of iſ 
\ _ Chriftiansto be witneſſes of che Adminiſtration, when wt 
- there were no Chriſtians in that City 
| 2, Bapriſm isa part of publick Miniſtry: Tr ovght to. 
| a3 publick as Preaching. Nor may it be Caeorroanin ; EXCt oe | 
' © (f) Srbopl. diſp. 44. Theſ. 53. "C2 5% ro 
©...  (g) In Epift. Theol. / 
"(h) Problem. Theol, part 2. p12 ” ET 
(1) Altar. damaſe.” © 
'E : B34 for producer. 3: +315: 5; rey 
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= one 2 okd | is pp to. the Þ ablick Minittey. | -. *- 

' 3. Noperſon may. be caftoarof the Church privately, bur NJ - 
he proceedings thereia' ought to be pnblick with the coaſenr  .-! 
# ant preſence of the whole. Church. Therefore-tbe Seal of 
-- Admitfion into the Church by Baptiſm ought ro he publick 
: * allo. There is @ Parity of- reaſon therein. 

4. Our profeflion. ofthe Name of God and of Chriſt, ought. 
FF in che moſt pablick way and manner that podioly Can 
# " be, Marth, 10. 32. Rev. 14. 1. But in Baptiſm we do ia 4 
| þ ngaar manner make a profefiion of the: Name of the true; 
- God and of Jeſus Chrilt.. Matth. 23, 20. AR. I9. 5. Gal.. ( 2 1 
© 3- os 
E, 5. Dideclavius (1) argues more like a Congregational. * 
3 RA cha like a Presbyrerian. For thus he reaſons, The 
/. powtf of Adwiniſtring Sacraments is as Cryſoſtom ſpeaks, De-' t 
3 ';wered $0 the Church, although the Diſpedſation or. Admini- - :| 


= ftrafion thereof belongs ra che Paſtors. Now the Miniſter 

E- gſone ( lays he ) has not all the power, ſo ar.that he may ſepa= _ * 
* ratoly- Adminiſter the Sacrament to whom be» pleaſeth, 6 Jer > 4 
4 j= ol to be the epprobation, conſent, and preſence e the. 
C C : 
:6, This Practice of private Baptiſm was grounded on:a0- 7. - 1 
; Brror: j camely oh a perſwaſion of the abſoluce acceflicy.of 7 
T: iſm to-Salvation: . Auſtin was not withom_thar Error. + 


br honnti that Infants -who dyed Unbaprtiſed could nor 89 (4) 
"wo Heaven, for which reafon he has been called, Durys Pa-+ Bu "Fog 
By. : fer Infantum. There was about the fame time another Ec: © - 4] 
Erorworſe than this crept; into many. Churches ; viz, That: {oF  | 
# none could be. ſaved. that did-nor partake of the Lords Sup- 
E: per, So did they miſundecftand thar Scripture, Fob. 6. 53. 
= if Sacrametral Earing | were; there intended _;. whercas 
_ thoſe words are ſpoken by our Saviour. before the Lords Sup-. 
Pe * was. inſtiroted;- and- are'megntof the Souls Eating and 
Dri king by Faich.. Bur. from this Error it was-tbar Chil- 
Z "a en were.made to Eat and Drink of the Conſecrared: Bread- 
I Wine. . So left they ſhould miſs of Salvarion,they wontd. - 
iſe them in private when.i could not be done in pablick. .. 
Bur we know that ir is the Contempt, and not the mcer Pr3- 
bf —— NEALE bo ds. LE SANOT IR 322% mr ward 424 
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_—_—_ & 1 in no wake allow of Bapriſca i in any yerfview, gy _ I 
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QUESTION Tx. 


; U be all that Contribute towards the Maintainance, to have | ; 
x the Priviledge of Voting inthe Eletion of a Paſtor ?- - w 2 
8h | Anſio. It would be Simeniacal to Afﬀirm that this bred BY hs 
Priviledge may be Purchaſed with. Money, or, that Contr» | ; 


4 / butien can Entitle ro ic, © For, 
{| 7. Thisis agaiolt the Scriprure, and that in more reſpedty 
than one. .- | 


1. The Scripture requires all ibar are raoghr to Conribire-- 
| to bim that is their Teacher, Gal. 6. 6. Bur ir does nor fay 
that all who are taught ſhall bave/power 10 chuſe a Paſtor 
| for that Church where they are. taught, -In the Primitive _ 

'}. Times, the Catechumens did many of them Comtibute to bim | 
-/1 = that was their Intiructor,bur ,NOT.C one. of then all had: the pri-- OY 
a viledge of Voting ip the Electjon of: the Chutcbes Paſtor; ©. 5 
4 2. he word of God has given power to the Brethren in." 
'F particular Cburches ro chuſe their own Officers, AR, tc” 
'F - 16.82, 3, 5-& 14. 23. Wherefore to give it to others be>" 
+ _fidesrhem is'not eccording ro the word of Chriſt. ' 
4) 3 [fall thar Comribure-bave power to Vote in the Bloch. 
1 ' onof a Paſtor, then many women mutt 'bave that'P ive. 
1 ledge, for tkey may Contribute ro the Maintainenee.” 6 
'J rhis tbe Apofile allows not of, 1 Cor. F4./34, 35: So .rhax' | 
- - 'this Affirmation is Contrary ro the Scripture i in more ref es. ©: 
then one. .- PIE Ve 
4 . . 2. Iris agaioft Reaſon, \For them who bave wor hoy my 3 
the-Lords Supper themſelves, ro: appoinr who: ſhall be: 
'F diſpevſer of that Ordinance to others, is:higbly irrationi 
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F © 3+ This will deprive particyſar Churches of that Powers; 
ih which does belong ro them, and which Chrift has pack 
 #ortheth with che price of bis own Blood. - 'To have pow! 
to-chuſecheir own Paſtors, is an invelueble-Priviedge,-- 
# - them' 10. give,' or rather ro ſell char Privitedge 
nw 00 aſl Jha wil Conritans mail gel bed Jy 
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xd who bas bonght it for F thee 834 o dear a race.” Ic may be 3- 
" berbe Contributors will be more than rwice ſo many 'as the 4 
bY — Breatres of the Chorch.": So ir may cafily come to paſs, + 
E | cthat a Paftor ſhall bCEChoſen and nor ſo mach as one in the 1 
A "Church that did, -or could 'in Conſcience Vore for him. 
3 \ So then this Principle is of Dangerous Conſequence. Ir may - 
|” ſoon prove fatal and deſtructive to the Churches, and to the 
Intereſt of Chritt «mongſt-them. 
=” 4 Iris contrary 1o the principles and practices of Chri- | 
” Rtians in the primitive Times. Enſebius ſays, that after the 
© - Deathof Fames, the Church choſe Simeon the Son of Cleo- 
 phas to be his Succeſſor. Nothing is more Evident. rhen 
> that in the firlt ages of the Church, Paſtors were Choſen by 
5 all and only their Flocks; in chuſing a Minifter they did 
—, Klerozein, that is, chuſe bim by Lot ; from whence 
© it. was. that Miniſters b bad the Name of the Clergy given' 
-- tothem. Ignatius Writing to the Church in Philadelphia, tells ' 
{ them, thatir belonged to them to Chule their Paſtor. The 
E”. Nicene Council in a Synodal Letter tothe Churches in+ Africa. 
= adviſethem ro Chuſe Ortbodox Paſtars inſtead of Arians. 
E. Cyprian tells us, (w) that Cornelius was made Biſhop Suffra» - 
” gio Plebis, by the Suffrages of the people. Yea, be ſays - 
-1. Epiſt. 41. that Plebs maxime poteftatem babet,- 
% = ſacerdores dignos eligendi, vel indignos recuſanidi. And 
a + «there are many paſſages in him and other- Fatbers, ( as they. 
- are called } which ſhew tac” the power of Chufing Paſtors 
> wasio the Church. Nay, Antichriſt þad gor a conſiderable 
orig in the World. before ever this.priviledge of Chuſing 
b- Hap own Paſtors was wreſted our of the bands of Parricu- 
. ' Jar Churches. It was about the Year 1219. thar Pope Inno 
- "peut 111. forbid the Laity ro 'meddle in the Eleftion of any 
- Gharch Guide. ' M. La Reque (x) ſuppoſetb, that Canon was 
|" made in oppoſition to: the Albigenſes who retained the 
- Ancient practice of the Churches in C huſing their own Offi-/ 
-"cers.. The Emperor Conftantine writing to Nicomedia, ſays, 
I E that it was in their Power to make a Choice of whar Paſtor 
A is pleaſed: The Connell of Calcedm confirms | the Church- | 
I ts) In Epift. 52. 
"O) Y the FR. Ajipler p- 29, 
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© name of Dr. Ames, becauſe of his preface to it, but Mr, 
Bradſhaw and not Ames was the Aytbor, as a Learned pro- 
feſlor (#) in the Univerfiy of Leyden: bas informed us. 8 
 , 6, Oneof our Synods in New-Englend, viz. that which. +2 
' - , met at Boſton inthe Year 1662, does Expreſly Seca Ig 'A 
- the power of Voting in the Church, belongs to the Males an full 
Communion, and that others are to-be debarred from that. Pow; 
er. Prop. 4, p. 18.. In' other Places of the world, although g. 4 
Modeſt diſienting is not an offence, yet it is not- allowed 51x 
Terms to Contraift, what bas been by Synods Eftabliſhed.. 
7. To give the Power of Eleting Miniſters 10--aby bez 
. ides the 'particular Churches over which they are ler, 
| Contrary to the good Laws of this Province, which"Co: 
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QUESTION X. 


I it \ Expedient that Churches ſhould enter into a Confaciation, 

or Agreement,that matters of more than ordinayy Importance, 
BS | fuch as to Gathering of. «a New Church, the Ordination, Depoſi- 
F- - Y | or Tranſlation of a Paſtor be done with Common Con- 
ent ? 


ST - Anſw, This is both licodion and Neceſſa iy. The Spried 
E which Convened at Boſton, Anno 1662, has ſufficiently 
$- cleared this poiat. And although there was in thar Synod 
# ſfomedifference as to the Queſtion abour the Subjeft of Baptiſm 
| - thendiſcuſſed ; in the Anſwer to the other Que#on relating to 
* Conſociation of Churches, there was an Unanimous Concur- 
* rence. The defign of which is not ( as has been well obſer- 
{ved by Dr. (a) Amerand Mr. (b) Parker ) to infringe the ** M-> 


| 
”-- Liberty of particular Churches, bu: from the word of - God | : 
+: 10. direct and ftrengthen them in the Regalar Exerciſe | Bw 
>: qbereof, Reaſons for it are ſuch as theſe. 3M * 
= 1. The Churches of .Chrift ftand in « Sifterly elaion each # Bs o 
$o.other\ under Chriſt their bead, baving the ſame, Fairh, . 
La r0 aye! the lame Order. Eph. 4. 5. Col. 2+ 5. Phil, 4 A > 5r 
2,16, This plics.a fuirable Communion, and thar * | - N 


- they ought to have a-M weat'care of -cach-other. Cant. 8.8, |. f 
© 2, The Scripture reacherh;tbac in weighty Caſes-we ſhould © 

"a& Coonſel. 2.Sam. 20. 18..-BRrov. 3.5. and 15.22. and 
-:24. 6, Which General Rulgs concern Polities as well as parti-. 


Y IJ 
+: 4 » 
fd 144 

8 


+ / cular Perſons, and Chnrches as wellas civil Societies, ll by: 
T 3. There areScriptare Examples to inſtroct us in our Da- ſay 
ty herein; We find, that when the Charches in Antioch _ * par 


bad a weighty Caſe before chem, they ſent 10 another Charch 
- for Councel, :A#. 15. 2. The' Apoltle. Paul ſongbrt for the 
| Concarence, and. Right hand of fellowſhip of- orher Apoſtles 


oe 


3) Medul. Theol. 4.46 39. Theſ. 27. 
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\ 6 wy pb = Ruins ro (2s their running in vain; Gala. 
'*.- "4. Such a Communion of "Churches as thar which we * 
plead for, is no Innovation; bur that which. has ever been the 
Profeſſion and practice of thoſe that bave been called rs, | 
j* - gational. There is a Book which bears the Title of, 4n- 
:” . Anſwer of the Elders of the ſeveral Churches in New Englend ©. 
OO c0\Thirey two Queſtions, Printed inthe year 1643. Of which 
7. Book my Father Mather was the Sole Autbor. ' And he 
v-  wrote.it inthe Primitive Times of theſe Churches, (vix.- in 
as the year 1639 ) as himſelf aſſured me What he wrote 5 
} was. approved of by other Elders, eſpecially by Mr. Cotton, - 
uaro whom + he Communicated ir. Now+in Anſwer to "> 
Q 16. are theſe words, ' The Conſociation of Churches into 3 
| . Claſſes and Synods, we hold to be  Lawful, and in ſome Ciſes'  * 
| — Neceſſary: as namely, in things that are not Peculiar to-ontt 
Church, but common tothem all, And likewiſe, when-a Church © 3 
5s not able to End any matter which concerns only themſelves; "Y 
then they are to ſeek for Councel, and Advice from Neiphbour 
Churches, as the Church at Antioch did ſend unto the Church at © 8 
Feruſalem, Act. 15. 2. + The ground and uſe of Claſſes and | 
Synods with the Limitations therein to be Obſerved, is Sum=- 
marily laid down by Dr. Araes, unto whom we do wholly Gonſons | 
- in this matter. This was, and is the Judgment of all 7 
\ | | that adbere to the Order of the Goſpel Profeſſed in the; Chapgh> 
f . es of New-England, The woild is much miſtaken inf*rMnks" 14? 
2» ing that Conpregationa! Churches are Independent. ' - Thar -* . 
.'} Name has indeed been faltned upon them by rbeir'Adyer- 
- ſaries; bur our Platform of 'Diſcipline Chap. 2. Sedt..3. difs< 4 F 
- claims the' name. And'ſo does our Renowned Heoker (7 
in bis Survey of Church Diſcipline. Likewiſe thoſe famous 
© Apologiſts inthe Aſſembly ar- W:eftminſter, viz, Dr:Gordwin, .. 
; Mr..Nye, Mr. Simpſon, Mr. Burroughs, and Mr. _ Bridge, 
ih ſay, that Ir 55 4 Maxim to be abhorred, that 4 iy 4 
"i particular Society of Men profeſſing the name of chrift ſhoutd_ E: 
- if 4rrogare to themſelves an Exemprion from giving an account th; * 7 
or being cenſurable by Neighbour Churches about them.” Thar. 
wo of this = (as os Goodwin calls hams Mr. Covell 2 
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bridge, be did in a fingular manner recommend to him .-g& 
( avd that Excellent Man was ro his dying day mindful of © . 
Mr. Cotrons Advice ) endeavours for the eitabliſhment of a ---þ 


who met ar the Savey in London, Anno 1658, They thus 
declare, (e) In caſe of difficulties and differences in point of -'o 
- ADcfrine, wherein either the Churches in general are concerned. |- 
intheir peace, union,” and edification, er any Mewber or Mem- al 
_"_ bers of any Church are injured in, or by any proceeding in Cen” -: 

E. ſures rt agreeable ;to' Truth and Order : It is according to the wp 


St 


> _ mindof Chriſt, that many Churches. holding Communion toge- © - 


«< 


- -. ther, do by. their Meſſengers meet in a Synod or Councel, to 


' B  Confider-and give their Advice in, 'or about the matter in diffe-' i 
+ . rence, But the Teftimony/ of that Bleſſed Feremiah Bur- 


+l 


-*., roughs purs the thing beyond all diſpyte. For bis words are 
-- - thele (f). Thoſe in the Conpreg ational way acknowledge, 
=” "1. That they are bound tn Conſcience to give account of their 
 ." ways to Churches about them, or to any other who ſhall require © 
-”. jt. This not in an Arbitrary way, but as a duty which they owe | , 
E-* . 'toGod and. Man. © TREE fate mt % 
E-, "*.2, They acknowledge that -Synods of other- Miniſters and + 
E . Elders.about them are an Ordinance of Feſus Chrift, for the hel- © 
- ping the Church againſt Errors, Schiſms and Scandals, * 
-. _* 2, That cheſe Synods may from the power they bave from: . 


b TE WE. 


E- - : . (fin my firſt Principles. of N. E. p. 28, &c- 


L- © {d) In his Ireniaum, Þ- 43, 44, 47- :4 
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24 9 evils ' continuing ins + C050 Eh the Chr 6 their. 
2  monitions carry with them the Authority of Feſt Chriſt, © 
4. As there ſhall be cauſe, they may declare Men or Chirch G 
to be ſubverters of the Faith, or otherwiſe according to ny | 
ture of their offence, to ſhame chem before all the Churches a 
them. 
5.. They may by a ſolemn aft in the Name of Feſus Chrift, 3 rev. 
Fuſe any further Communion with them till they repent. _ ©. 
6. They may declare alſo in the Name of Chriſt, that thoſ# 
+» Þ- - . erring People or Churches are not to be received into felliwfing g 
4.) wich any of the Churches of Chriit, nor to have Communion wil 
.. any other in the Ordinances of Chriſt, J 
Tf it ſhall be ſaid, ſurely they do not come up to theſs fs 
things mentioned. To that I Anſwer, (ſays Mr. Burroughs)” 
do not in theſe deliver only my own Fudgment, but fag. wbar Þ 
| know of the Fudgment of all thoſe Brethren-with whom T hat 
occaſion to converſe by conference both before and ſince, 1 ſtan 
charged to make it good to be their Fudgment alſo; yea, 5k 
been theirs and mine for divers years, even then when we » 
: thought to have enjoyed our own Land again, We lee by 
Teſtimonies, that Congregational men in general, ax well- 
the Churches of New-England in ſpecial, are no ſuch f 
pendents, no ſuch Browniſts, -no ſuch Morellians, as 1 ; 
bave repreſented them to be. 
" FF © 5. If we admit nota Cooſociation of Churches, if 
4) * will be no Remedy againſt the: Male dininifraiiete 
FF © ticular Churches; nor apy cure of .Schiſms, or may 
| ' may happen in our Churches. This has w__ 


" of, __ (but injuriouſly) as a ſcandal atrending the Congregj wo 
' 'F Church Diſcipline, and thar therefore ir is 4- jpay noe þ 
> © cable. Indeed, if we refuſe this. part of Church'C 

4 --  -nions. the objection would' be unanſwerable: : For: 
F: would. be willing to be a Member of thar Church, in 
> alrhough he ſhould be never ſo mnch wronged, th 


| be no relief for him upon Earth? There was once aC 
in New-England, which having cenſured one.of hete NV 
bers,” he complained” of rhe ſuppoſed wrong toe bi 
- Neighbour Elders, who thought he bad received. _— 
| fore. The Paſtor, and nr part he tbe Hy 
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bridge, be did in a ſingular manner recommend to him 


7 rſt and for ever famous Teacher in this Boſton, when-- - (1* 
|: he in the Name of the Elders and Meſſengers of the 

- _, ES, gave to- Mr. Mztchel the right hand of fellowſhip, at * 
his Ordination to the Pattoral Office in the-Church of Cam 


"0 
Church- :F 


( avd that Excellent Man was ro his dying day mindful of YE 


Mr. Cottons Advice ) endeavours for the eitabliſhment of a 


Conſociation amongſt the Churches of Chri:t tbroughour this 


Colony, that wile Man foreſeeing that without tbis, diſorder 
and confafion would in Proceſs of time inevitably happen ; 
a$ I have more largely declared in (4) another Diſcourſe in 


which Mr. Cotrons propoſals reſpecting the Conſociation men=-\. 


tioned, are Publiſhed ro the world, Moreover, that the 


Concurring Judgment of 'thoſe who are Congregational is _ 


according hereunto, is Evident from the Declaration of Faith 


_ . or Order which was agreed unto by the Meſſengers of One 


hundred and Twemy Coogregational Churches in England, 
who met ar the Savey in London, Anno 1658. 


ſures 504 agreeable to Truth and Order : It 3s according to the 
mind of Chriſt, that many Churches , holding Communion toge- 
ther, do by. their Meſſengers meet in a Synod or Councel, to 


Conſider and yive their Advice in, or about the matter in diffe-' 
. rence. But the Tetimony of that Bleſſed Feremiah Bur-« 
*F- .* roughs pars the thing beyond all diſpute. 

” .”- theſe (f). Thoſe in the Conpreg ational way acknowledge, 
' .-'I. That they are bound tn Conſcience to give account of their _ 
.* Ways to Churches about them, or to any other who ſhall require 
it. This riot in an Arbitrary way, but as a duty which they owe - | 


For his words are 


ro God and. Man. : «x 
'.2, They acknowledge that -Synods of other Miniſters and 


ol - 2 . Elders about them are an Ordinance of Feſus Chr, for the hel- 


if bk: - ping the Church againſt Errors, Schiſms and Scandals. 


3. That cheſe Synods may from the power they bave from- 


NR — > o———e_— 


(tO In my firſt Principles of N. E. p. 28, &c. 


4d) In his Irenicum, Þ« 43, 44, 47+ 


They thus > 
declare, (e) In caſe of difficulties and differences in point of - 
_ DcArine, wherein either the Churches in general are concerned. 
in their peace, union,: and edification, er any Mewber or Mem- I 
bers of any Church are injured in, or by any proceeding in Cen- - 


% ” 


| 
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.. exile ehnerating in, or growing is the Chirck, pie heir 
 , © monitions carry with them the Authority of Teſt Chriſt. 

4. As there ſhall be cauſe, they may declare Men or Chinclh 
to be ſubverters of the Faith, or otherwiſe according to -—y 
ture of their offence, to ſhame them before all the Churches al 
them. 

5. They may by a folemn a# in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, res 
Fuſe any further Communion with them ll they repent. 23 

6. They may declare alſo in the Name of Chriſt, that thoſs: 
erring People or Churches are not to be received into felonfound 
with any of the Churches of Chrif#t, nor to have Communion with 

any other in the Ordinances of Cbrif. 
If it ſhall be ſaid, ſurely they do not come up- to theſs Pr 
things mentioned. To that I Anſwer, (ſays Mr. Burroughs) 
do not in theſe deliver only my own Fudgment, but by obY [- 
know of the Fudgment of all thoſe Brethren with whom I hat 
occaſion to converſe by conference both before and ſince, 1 ſtan 
charged to make it good to be their Fudgment alſo; yea, it þ 
been theirs and mine for divers years, even then when we ni £ 
. thought to have enjoyed our own Land again, We ee by u& 
Teſtimonies, that Congregational men in general, as well-& $ 
the Churches of New-England in ſpecial, are no ſuch I 5 
pendents, no ſach Browniſts, -no ſuch Morellians, as fe ns 
bave reprefented them to be. b. 

5. If we admit not a Conſfociation of Churches, 
will be no Remedy againſt the Male Adminiſtrations of pi 
ticular Churches ; nor apy cure of \.Schifms, or Errors + 
may happen in our Churches. This has been-c ro | 
| (bur injuriouſly) as a ſcandal attending the —— f 
Church Diſcipline, and tbar therefore it is 4 ay noe pra 
cable. Indeed, if we refuſe this. part of Church Comy 
nion,. the objection would' be unaoſwerable. ©  And-v 
would. be willing to be a Member of that Church, in wh 
although he ſhould be never ſo much wronged, there wi 
be no relief for him upon Earth? There was once a Chy » 
in New-England, which having cenſured one. of their Mi 1 
bers, he complained of rhe ſuppoſed wrong done him, # je 
Neighbour Elders, who thought be bad received-bard m 
fore, The Paſtor, and __ part of the Church, 
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k þ it: Unours' were raiſed, and prejudices taken up-againſt the 
2 Congregational Diſciplive. Mr. Camdrey got this ttory by 
F{ ' the end, and in bis Epile .to the Diſſenting Brethren p. 10.” , 
He ſays that a Miniiterio N. E. writes over to E»gland;' 
"that this injured perſon would have no remedy. uncil the 
Fry Churches in New-England were become Pregbyterians and that rf 
It. Independenty does not break all the Churches in New- England ex- 
+]  cepting a few ſemi-Presbyterians, ſcme are deceived, W! o the 
+} Miniſter was that wrore thus to Erg/and, Mr. Carradrey 
+1; tells us nor. But it is a great wrong to the Churches of 
New-England, and to the way Congregational, to Reprelent 
them, and all that are of that way, as being of ſuch Indepen- 
dent and Unaccountable Principles, which they utterly dif- 
claim, Dr. Owen:in bis ' Diſciplinary Catechiſm, and eſpe- 
Cially in the Addirament thereunto, (which' was written on 
occafion of an harſh and raſh cenſure in the Independent 
Church in Cambridge in England.) bas with great evidence of 
reaſon, refuted the maintainers of ſuch an Independency. 
-&& 6. The order afferted is ( as bas been truly obſerved by 
"8 the Learned D-Ror laft mentioned ) confirmed by the pract- - 
ER ice of tbe firk Churches afizr tbe Apoſtles :- for when the 
© oF Church in Corinth had by an undue Exercile of Diſcipline * 
© © depoſed ſome of their Elders, the Church of Rome raking 
+18 --Cognizatce of ir, wrote to rhem, reproving their raſknets, 
vi -and adviſe their reſtoration, as is to be ſeen in the Epittle 
-.Of Clement than Paſtor of the Chnrch/in Rome, which Cl/e- + 
"ment is thought ro be the ſame w hom Paul ſpeaks of, Phil. 
Ko 3. '-And when the Chnrch . of Antioch was aheewerds 
F: Y rronbed with the Herefics of the Paſtor Samoſeranys, 'the 
+ nfabbooring Paſtors came unto the Church, and joyned 
+ their concurrence in his depoſition. Ir is. certain that in the 
- next Agcs to the Apoſtles, a Paftor was nor ſertled in any 
| Church witbour the concurrence of others: © When the 
Z.Church had Elected a Paſtor, they preſented him to the 
{Neighbour Paſtors for their Approbation, nor could be be - 
'F| ad confirmed wirbour ir (g) Euſebins tells vs thar 
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"65 de Epiſcoporum Judicio, -Epiſcopatus, es deferetur. We -; 


4 6, as Teſtified by (sz) Commeniui, In the beginning: 


| velty and Singularity practiced no where bur in New-Eny 


_ 1 New- England ainvicarey.” 43 


when - Alexander was choſen Paftor of the Church in gre (5 
lem by the Brethren of thar place, he had the common con”# 
ſent of the circumjacent Paitors. Aad thus ( as Cyprian in" ; 
forms us ) it was practiſcd in allcbe Churches. throughout 1 
Africa. * He ſpeaks particularly concerning Sabinus, who 7 
was Elected a Paltor of Eremita in Spain, that Neighbour”? 
Miniſters concurred in his Ocdination, after 'the Fraternity | 
hed Elected him. His words are '(þ} Quod fatum wvidemus 
in ſabint Ordinatione ut de univerſes fraternitatis ſuffragio, * 


find in Eccleſiaſtical ſtory, that in_ the primitive Times the”? 
Names of Perſons ro be Ordained were Publiſhed 7 
abroad, that ſo if ar } OnC had opght to object they might } 
produce ir, Which cuitom of che Chrittians in the Election.:* 
of their Paitors was fo bighbly: approved of by the Emperor; - 
Severus; as that he would have it- put in practice in Eita=* 7 
bliſhing Governours of Provinces throughont the Empire. | 7 
7, Neither do the Reformed Churches Ordain a Miniſter * 
withour the concurrence and approbation of Neighbour Mi-" J 
nifters, To give the Right hand of Fellowſhip to a new Or-/2 
dained Miniſter, was a uſual cuſtom amongſt the Churct 0 
in Bohemia, for which they alledged:” that Scripture, G <Y 


of the Refermation in the Church of Scotland, one Article off 
their d:{cipline, is, That when a Min:#er is Ordained; the | 
reſt 'f the Miniſters ſhall take the Elefted by the hand in fign. 
of their conſent. as isrelated tn the Hiftory of the Reformati=] 3 
on (k) which go-th under the Name of Mr: Knox, I find 
alfo, that there is the like practice in the Proteſtant Fre ; 
Churches, When a Miniſter is Ordained, two Deputies ofs 
the Synod or Colloque are appointed #n-the preſence of -the 7 
pls, togive him the Right Hand of Fellowſhip. Theſe bing | 
] have the rather mentioned for the Information of io 
young Divines, who being Unſtudied in the Controverf _ 
of Church diſcipline, are apt to think that the Cuſtoms 
giving the Right hand of Fellowſhip at Ordinations, 1s 4 Noz 4 


(h) Cyprian &Eprit. 68. x w—— - 
Bt, 4 So aſeigte þ- 33s | no 
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: was a New-England in the+ world, | But (not ro divert) the 
©11 French Proteſtant Diſcipline will by no means allow that aMi- 
1} pifter ſhould intrude kimſelf info any Church, wichout the ap- 
+@robation of Neigbbour Paſtors. One of the Articles of their 
[f | Diſciplice is in theſe words, The Miniſter that ſhall intrude 
EI Þimſelf altho' he were approved by the People, is not to be appro- 
{14 ved by Neighbour Miniſters or others. A late (1) Auwibor that 
[El comments on this Article of the French Diſcipline, obſerves 


5 _—— O— 


| Ho the primitive Times, 'For the council of: A nzicch bas this 
FI Canon, If a Biſhop out of Employment intrude himſelf 


| HI into a Vacant Church arid uſurp the place without the Authority « 


b $4 


+ ] : ed by all che People, which he ſhall have gained to him, Thus 
© careful have Churches beer, both in former and in later 
FHF ages, that in the eftabliſhment of a Miniſter, the concurrence 
18. of Neighbour Elders ſhould be endeavoured. And this 
+ which has been ſaid is conſonant to the Articles agreed unto 


F | with the'Paftors of Neighbouring Congregations. And that, 


o 


THE gregations concur in. the Ordination of the Ferſon choſen by the' 


* 35 
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EBT mari is well put.in, becauſe in a Time of . Perſecution thar 
EY cannot be done, which in a Time of Liberty may, and 
+ 3-ovght to be attended. The Presbyterian Diſcipline of 
EFF France, requires that a Miniſter ſhall not be admitted ro his 
& #7 Office, bur by the Provinical Synod ; excepe ( ſay they ) 
Ih. gt be #n troubleſome Times, and then he ray. be ordained 
+ F& with the Approbartion of. only three Miniſters. - The like ro 
| Ewhich was decreed in the Synodof Nice, that - ordinarily all 
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land whenas it was uſed in other Churches long before there 


"that ir bolds a conformity with the practice of the Churches. - 


[2 ll of a Synod, Let bim be turned out although he may be approv- © 
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' upon _——_ and right reaſon ic ought ro be Sacred unto * 


J M AY the Brethren in Churches and not the Paſtor only ws 


7 , es ſent only their Elders without any Brethren: which the 3 


' vailed with their Churches ro ſend Brethren alſo, being, 3 
. very tender of admitting any thing that ſhauld look like an. 


' Time tbe Oracle of the Univerſity of Cambridge argneth ch; 


| Laick in thar Synod bad a definitive ſuffrage as wich as. 


im 5 Ac 1m Etna 10E te 5 
* civil. Copatimas in this Colony, Thar wo ke Mets hs 
 Ordained 4 Miniſter in any Church, but with the Approt , 
of the Elders and Meſſengers of Four Neighbouring Churches. "0 
This practice! althougb*it has not at preſent the Prem ; |, 
of the civil Law to confirm: it, - neverthetels bein grounded © 


us. 


QUESTION. XI 


Tan unto, and have their Voice in Eccleſiaſtical Cons? E 


ci ls ? 


Ai We maintain the Aﬀrmative i in this QueFion,” a 4 
the laſt ' General Synod which: was in New-England, viz. + 
That which mer at Boſton in the year 1679. Some Church-- , 


Synod was fo far unſatisfied with, as that they would: not ' '* 
allow thoſe Paſtors to fir with them, until they had” pre». 


infringement of that Liberty and priviledge which does-by © 
the Inſticution of Chriſt belong to the -Brother-baod in- par. 7 
ricular Chnrchee. The reaſons of our. Judgment are ſuch I» 
as rheſe. | iN 

1. The firſt Synod that ever wasin which a Copy and Sams 6 
pler is left rt all ſacczeding Generations, did confiſt nor 2} 
only of Elders but of Brethren, who bad their-voice therein, © 
namely rhe Synod at Jeruſalem, of which 48. 15. giverh: © 
us the acconnt. The 4ch. verſe ſpeaketh of ' the Church: as | 
well as of the Apoſtles and Elders. Now he that was in bis - 


(m) why was the cauſe brought #o the Peop/e and nor to the” + 
Elders only, if they had nor power to judge in the caſe #* 
. And. he therefore conclades againſt Belarmine , that every Þ 
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| Peter himſelf. And whereas Belarmine, objects, that the | 
> Bretbren did only bear and not ſpeak, in that Aſſembly. 1/þ;- 
© taker argues from verſe 12. That tbe Brethren had been ( not 
gumultuous but in an. orderly manner |) declaring their appre= 
benfions on the caſe under controverſy ; or however that the 

' Expreſiions'in that Verſe implies, that they had a Libercy 

bs of Speech granted to them. - And in verſe 22, 'tis laid, Je 

[{" .- ' pleaſed the Apoltles and Elders with rhe whole Church, &c. | 
If Ta the Council of Baſil, it was. argued, chat that word, It 


| Pleaſed being ſpoken not of the Elders only, bur of others, | \ 
- ur does Evidently import, that thoſe other, even che Mom+ \ f 


| bersof the Church had alloa power of .Judgment and deter- 
mination in the Queſtion then under debate. From thence | 
likewiſe does Fuel againit Harding prove, that Laicks ( as | 


they call the Brethren in the Churches ) bave this power of 
right belonging to them, to. Sit and Fudge in Eccleſiaſtical 
t  Conuncils, And ſodoes Dr. W/illet (n)'s Learned and worthy 
i}  Conformable Divine of che . Church of © England) from 
|. that ſame Scriprure conclude. Moreover, in Verſ, 23: *tis wHo 
E Faid,. that the Letters containing the Decrees.of that Council h 
were Sept ( and conſequently ſigned ) -in the Name of the 
” Brethren as well as of the Apoſtles and Elders. Which ſhows 
' that they had ſome-thing elle to do-in that Synod than only 
to keep filence, and hear what oihers had to ſay. Where- | 
fore Dr. Owen might well ſay, (o) Thar in Synods, It is not 6 
-. neceſſary that Elders alone ſhould be ſent by the Churches, but ') 
. they may have others joyned with them, and had ſo unti] pre- 
TH  laticil uſvr pation over-turred their Liberty, There were 
EH many beſides Paul and Barnabas ſent from Antioch #o Jeruſa- 
FUE: lem, and che Brethren of that Church, whatever is impudent- 
+ {> pretended to-the contrary, concurred in the degree and de- 
T cermination there made. Thus Dr. Owen. | | 
FIRE: '-:2, There is weight in Arftins Argument, viz. That 
+ 3, the power of theKeyes belongs to the wholeChurch : And tbar 
+34 therefore not the Paſtors only ſhould bave 'their voice in * 
>| Councils. Since Councils repreſent the Churches by whom © 
+14 they ace Cholen, it is meer that ſome of each order ſhould | 
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= C W; n)in Symops papiſm. Cont. 3+ 2. 3. Þ. 126. 
wt. (0) Of a Goſpel Church. p. 263. | 
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be choſen. Church Members are fellow Citizens, and —* 


are ; ſo in BEccleſiaFtical Councils, not only the Rulers of the 
' Churches, but others may receive admifſiov from them, 


(p) be affirmed that no perſon by Vertue of any Office meerh, 


Whitaker, Parker, and other great Divines bave affirmed 
- Members of Synods, then all ſach muſt be there. by 


| - (p) Ibid. p." 260. 
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therefore ought not to be deprived of their power. x5F 

/3. It is nor their Office but the Churches Delegation that .  * 
giverh power to be the Members ia Synods. The Speci-' 
ficating at in which Synodal power and lo ihe right of a De- - ©: 
cifive Vote is founded, is the Churches D#{agation. None' |" 
ought to be Admitted into ſuch Aiſemblies, but thoſe whom - 
the Churches ſhall ſend. Now as in Civil Councils, many 
rimes not only Magiftrates bur other Cuizers' duely qua= 
lified are ſent ro repreſent the City whole delegates they 


and have then, and there equal 'power . with the former. 
True ic is,that of theſe Delegates from the Churches, the EF 
ders .ovght to be the principally concerned. They are pre= 
ſumed beſt ro know the ſtare of their Churches, and to be 
beſt able ro Judge in EccleſiaRical Aﬀairs, This notwwihs | + 
ſtanding,they are nor to aſſume the ſole power to themſelves, 27 
nor yet a Negative Voice in ſuch Aſſemblies, as they mays. 
in their own. particular Charches. Ir muſt (ſays Dr. Owen) 


have right to be Members of Ecclelialtical Synods as ſuch, 
Neither is there either example or reaſon to give colour to any || 
ſuch pretence. Officers of the Ckarch, Biſhops, Paſtors, El> 
ders, may be. preſent in them, ought to be, preſent in them, © 
are meereft for the moſt part ſo to be, but meerly 'as ſuch, 8 
belongs not unto them. This will ſeem to ſome to be Inde- ©: 
pendent Dotrine, But thar is rheir miltake. Bulinger, Hy= * © 
perius, Daneus, Voetius, and amongt our Engliſh writers > 


as much as this comes tg. Yea, -the generality of our Di-,- 
vines in their diſputation agtialt the Papiits Epiſcopal Mo- - 
nopoly of Synodal Power, realons as we'do, And it is clear ' 
from this Argument, If it belongs to Elders as ſuch to be 


Bur .if.. ſo, then in caſe a Synod ſhonld continue © 
fitting a year rOgether ( as ir often -bappens ) all tbat while 7 
the parricular Churches ro whom thoſe Elders belong that 7 
are remote from the place where tbe Synod meers, muſt nor © 


; 3g 


ie x 
FY 5 
RT, - 

- 


ww 


WW 43 The Oper of the Churches 
- have one Elder to inſtruct and guide them. » 
' 4. The Queſtions which are handled and decided in Sy- 

. hcds are. commonly. ſuch ay Brethren and not Elders only 
afe Concerned in. This Reafen is urged: by our Fuel (a 
great ligbt in the Engliſh Church) in his defence of the - B x1 
Church of England. Yea, ſome Learned Papiſts have | 
been (0 ingenicus as to confeſs there is weight in ir. That 1a 
, Which partains to all is not valid, if ſome of all ſerts have not ||, 

4 conſent in it; which affertion (ſays Dr. Fjze/d writing th 
againſt the Romaniſts) bas its foundation in nature and. in | 

reaſon. h 
5. In ſome Chnrches there are Brethren whoſe gifts and . JE, 
abilities are beyond their Paftors. And wby ſtould not ' 
fuch be Members of Eccleſiaftical Councils, and have a' ſuf- 


== 


. io 
frage therein equal with -any others ? In ſome Moneſteries {4g 
of old there were Readers of Divinity, whoſe work it was {|# 
( as the incomparable (q) :Uſher has obſerved ) to "inſtruct ot 
Clergy Men. There are at this day in ſome Univerſities, Ga 
Learned profeſſors of Theology ( who are not Paitors of any * 4): 
Church ) pervaps more able to give light in a difficult Con- to 
UE rtroverly then 2ny Elder in th? Synod. What reaſon can |, 
= be given why Churches ſhould nor delegate ſuch, or why . ],, 
= they ſhould not have deciſive Votes as well as any otbers ? i B 

6. The moſt Famous Synods which have been in the I tt 


world have confifed not of Elders only. Thar in the next » 


Apes to the Apoſtles, others beſides Paſtors were Members b 
of Eccleſiaſtical Councils, our Divines in their writings Ic 
againſt the Papiſts bave- proved... In the Council of Calce- as 
dom there were Seven Earls, and Ten noble Senators, and v 
not Eccleſiaficks only. Since the Reformation,rbe Churches _ 
of Sweveland (r) Petitioned chat there migbr be a Council cal-= | þ 
led of every degree and late conſiſting of the beſt Learned and 
moſt Godly Men whom the Province did afford, In the | 
famous Synod of Dore,there were beſides Paſtors, Profeſſors of | 
- Divinity, and many Seniors or Ruling Elders who were : ; 
© not ordained Officers. In the 4ſſembly at Weſtminfter which ir 
' met Fuly 1. 1643. There were nor only Paſtors of Church- ty 


(q) de Succeſs Eccleſ. c. 7. $. 24 * : 
(r) See Harmon. of Confeſſions. p, 602. _ 
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living ) and: ſeveral others: of rhe Nobility, and ſome Gen- 


- Þilemen of the Houle of Commons, Mr. Se!den, Mr. Rouſe, 


LY 


" . 
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Mr. Whitlock, and others : Alſo Commilſdioners from” Scor- 
land were joyned with them, e. g. The Earl of Lothian, 
Lord Warriftone, Lord Lauderdale, befides Miniſters from 


__ Afemblies' mer ro conſulr: abour Eccleſiaſtical and Re- 
igious Controverſies ſhould confift of other Perſons beſides 
Ecclefiaſticks, 


intereſt ro maintain the N*gative in this Queſtion. In an 


old Hererical Council (s) there was an out cry, Synodus / 


Epiſcoporum eſt, Synods ſhould confiit of none bur Biſhops, 
others are Superfluons, So do the Papiits Teach: They 
(ay that in the Synod, AG. 15, only the Apoitles were 
Judges, and that the Laice, or Brethren there had nothivg 


| Bridges expreſs them(clves.- The Jeſnit Sanders rajls againſt 
the Magdeburgenſes becauſe in their, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory they 


| [ropa chat Laicks were Members of Synads. None (ſays 
I be) but Mad-men can beliene that . Mechanicks ſhould fit in. 
| Conncil with Biſhops to Tudge of Feclefiaftical affairs. Bur 


as to that obj=C&ion, rhar Iilirerate perſons are nor-fit to be.in 


ble Anſwer. 


7. Thar ſome who are not Paſtors of Churches are never-. 
tbeleſs Men of great Learning,as were many of the Seniors in. 
the Synod of Dore. : Hh 
2. Thar ſome who do nor excel! in Scholaftical Learn- 
Ing are verſed in the Holy Scriptures, and in Zeal aod Pie- 


ty Excel ſome Miniſters. Many. Senjors with us (ſays he 


«. ——CCT 


LEDs 


(s) V. Wilet ubj ſupra. p. 1279, : 
(t) Voet pol. Eecleſ. part. 3. p. 195. 


that Kingdom. Sq then ir 1s not an Independent Phanſy, 4 
7. Some not ſound in the Faith have thought ir their. . 
to do but to here and ſubmit their 'Fudgments and Conſent to 


what the other ſhould determine. Juſt after the ſame man-'. 
rer do ſome Prelate Prozetants. particularly Surliff, and. 


Synods there to determine Queſtions wherein Religion is , 
concerned, a very Learned Dutch (:) Divine giveth a, don-: 
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- fn New-England Uindicated, 49 

' Yes, bur ſeveral noble Men,'e. g. The Earl of Pembrooke, - © © © 
| the Lord Say, the Lord Wharton ( wbo told me eight years 
Fago, that be was. the only perſon of that Adembly then 
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k 00 the Eſſence of a Miniſter's Call Confiſt in bis being - 


 . Miniſter. Learned Papitts norwithitanding they are wont to 


.. .- The Lawyers ſay that Solennia non ſunt de res Subſtantia: 


: bands, that then he is no Paſtor, but we may ſzy rhar if be "fri 


occaſion more fully ro declare. Suppoſe a perſon qualified -, 


_ : 6) Of the Churcd. Cha. M1: p. 125. 


baths \ 
-F-"8/ 
n ws, 


abode by the Truch, when their Paftors did nor fo, in the 


Time when the Arminian.Remonſtrants made a dilturbance 
in the Churches. © 
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QUESTION XIE 


Ordained with the Impoſition of hands by other Miniſters e | 
Anſw. There are who lay that it ducs : And that the) 
Minilter impoſing hands mutt be a Biſhop, or utberwile it: 
is no-valid. Ocdination. Which notion makes all ( or moſt 
of) the Mtniſters in France, Switzeriand, Denmark, Hol- 
land,Scotland, 5c. ro be no trace Miniiters for want of Epiſco- 
pal Ordination, We have theſe things ro offer to the contrary, 
1, The Eiſence of a Miniſters Call confitts ina mutual Elc- 
Ction between bim and bis People. As in Marriage the Con- 
ſent of both parties is Eſſentially requiſite, but a publick»y 
Solemnization of the Marriage is no: ſo. The Coronation 
of a King is nor Eſſential to his Office, nor is the Solema 
Inauguration of a Publick Magiſtrate Efſential to bis being 
a Magittrate. No more is Ordination to the being of a 


place the Efſence of aMiniitersCall in bisOrdination,fays that - | 
a Cardinal bas this Eccteſiaftical power by veriue of bis 7 
Ele#ion before his Inſtalment, And that @ Pope when Elc- 

Cted has power to rule the Church befure his IntbroniZation, 


We cannot ſay that if a Man has not received Impotition of 


bas not been Elected by. ſome Church of Ciriit' he is no 


Paſtor, bat his Ordination is a nullity. For which, fth 
. cauſe the Learned (2) and noble Morney approves of Chyj= 


ſſftom, bis ſaying, that Eletion by the People is fo neceſſary 
rhat without it there'ss neither Altar, nor Priethoazd. And: 
a whole Coancil, viz. that of Calc:dom has pronounced: all 
ſach Ordinations to be null, as we ſhall afierwards bave 


__—_— 


gs {1s As f St ry 2 5 hoald " > q 4 ro Shipw h fg" es: Sh ;: Ws IEG 
nk Iſland where there-are rione bur Heatben,. and ſhonld by _ 
{ Preacbing be inftrumental. in the Coaverſjon of inany-of 'em, 

1 .f might nor theſe bis Converts Ele him to (be their Paſtor, . , 

ce | and might not he accepring of mheir Call, Adminiſter all \ 
Ordinances to them without any Ordination by the Impofi- 
tion of the bands of Minitters, where there are no Mint- 

" Þ' tiers? Mr. Her/e a Learned Presbyrerian, does not deny __ 
ir. And Dr. Whitaker (w' affirms no lefs in laying; thar-sf 
there were n»t a Biſhop in the World the Church could Create © 

17 | Biſhops | Ecclefjaſtical Story informs us, That AZdiflus 

2? [and Frumentus beirg private Men by Preaching the Gof- 

he \ bel Converted a great Natron of Indians. Might they nor 

it | Adminiftter Sacraments tg theſe: Converts being Elect: d by- 

{t [rhom to- be their Paſtors, --ithour any Impoſition of bands 

-. Ifrom other Pafiars in a Courtry where none were ® See 

0- Dr. Falk on Rom. 10. 15. 

Y. .2. Nor only Congregational! Men,. but mary of the Pres 

& PFhyterian Fudgment, and others alſo, efteem, the, Impoſition of 

n= [Hands to be an indifferent and not a neceſſary» thing. . Thar 

Ky W*bich may be either done or Jefr . undone without Sin. 

0 hus do the Presbyterians in Scotland declare, In the Hif- 

in frory of the Church of Scotland written by Mr. Caldermerd, p. 

ig £26. Iris afferied. that Imp-{irzon of hands they judge not 

a {neceſſary in the Admiſſion of Miniſters, And when '1n the 

to ſlyear 1597 thar Queſt1on was by the King parto the Genersl 
Aﬀecbly (x Is ke aLamfulPaſtor who wantsImpeſition of hands ? 


IF Their Antwer was in thele words, Imprſition. or Laying on 


of hands is not Efſentio! and neceſſary, but Ceremonial and 
indifferent in the Admiſſion of a Paſtir. This does Mr. Git- 
leſpy alſo maintain in his Learned Diſcourſe againſt Engliſh Po- 
iſh Ceremonies p. 285. The Dutch Churcbes eſteem Impoſt- 


"tion of hands to be Adiaphorens. ' And therefore ſometimes - | 


fin the Ordination of Paſtors they omit that ceremony ; and 
hey never ule it in the Ordination either of Ruling Elders or 
of Deacons. So far as I can learr, the Crurcbes of New- 


——_—_— 


| ( w) De pen. tf. Roman. Queſt. 2. cap. } 5. Þ. ZOO, 
(X) Calderwod Hiſt, of Church of Scotl. p. 393- 
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> - "Ting Elders or deacons with the 'Impofirion of bands, (G)Y 
* Piſcator, Daneus, Alrtng, Zepperus, Polanus, declare -it ro 
: xÞ be Indifferent. So do Baldiinus, Gerhard and other wri-( 
; 30 rers (of the Lutheran perſwaſion.) In ſome places in (2) 
| Germany they ule this Rite of Impoſivg hands, in the Ordi- } 
nation of Miniiters,: in Baptiſm, and 1a Confirmation, and 
| - at Marriages alſo, bur in all as a thing Adiaphorous. F-. 
oY 3. If we make the Efſence of a Miniſters Call to confift 
qt, in bis Ordiaation by impoſition of bands from other Law- 
| ful Miniſters, it will be a difficult thing ro prove that our: 
firſt Reformers were-true Miniſters of Corift. As for Qr-" 
| dination in the Church of Rome, ſome of them renounced it, 
| 18 not ar all ſappoſing themſelves ro be Miniſters of Chrif 


meerly on that account. They thought ic was my duty; 
+ #nordinatiſſimam Ordinationem ejurare, as Beza peaks. 


Some of them never bad ir. For they did firſt Preach 
withour any formal Call or allowance of rhoſe who uſur- 
ped the Title of Paſtors and Biſhops, and the Sole ' power 
of Ocrdination, and were afterwards called ro the Miniſtry 
by the Churches which fhey bad taught. Tilenirs being de-! 
manded of the Earl! of Lavan from whom Calvin had bis 
Calling Anſwered, from the Church of Geneva, and from | 
Fare/ Ns Predecefſor, who bad alſo his from the People of : 
Geneva, who had Right and Authority to inftirute and depoſe 
Miniſters. Belarmine objets nat the. Proteſtants have noy; 
true Miniſters among them, becauſe they have nor received 
 Ocdination by the Impofirion of hands Succeſſively frog 
the Apoſtles. Dr. Wiler in Anſwer thereto fays, (a) In the 
Corriipt times of the Goſpel; the Lord has raifed up Faithful 
Mini fters to his Church that could ſhaw no Succeſſion from ths 
Depenerate Clergy. They that ftand upon a Lineal Suc- 
ceflion of Ortinarion from the Apoſtles, muſt of necefiiry ; 
own the Church of Rome to be a true Church, and (the Br: 
ſhops of Rome) the Miniſters of Antichrits to be the true Mi- 
nifters of Chriſt, For Churches to go ro them for Ordain- 
ed Miniſters, is ( ſays Melanhon) as if the ſheep ſhould}. 
goto Wolves for Shepherds. Ir has been well ſaid by 'thoſe]' 
In 1 Tim. 4. 14+ AT Ee hog 

| 0 V. Voet bak Rook part. x« L, 2. Þ. 465« { 
(a) Synop/is Contr. 2.-N; 13+ Þ- 81. 
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; i *who bave gone before us, - Thar God aves ſo much abbor 4n- "ol 
- tichriſt that he would not have his People to ſeek to him, mor #0 


1- his Priefts ts Ordain Chriſts Miniſters, as he would niot rake of © 
3) Babylon 4 Stone for a corner, nor a Stone for a Foundation. 


Jer. 51.76. Whereas it 1s objeed (fays Mr. Perkins ) 
nd* That they who are Lawfully called are Ordained by them whoſe 
'J-; Anceſtors have been Succeſſively Ordained by the Apoſtles. 
T Anſwer, there is a Succeſſion of Dofrine in which our Mi- © 
 niſters Succeed the Apoſtles, and this 1s ſufficient: If im Tur- | 
key, or America, or elſe tphere the Goſpel ſhould be received : 
by the counſel and perſwaſion of private Perſons, they ſhall not 
;: need to ſend to Europe for Conſecrated Miniſters, but they 
have power. to chuſe their own' Miniſters from within them= 
ſelves, Thus Mr. Perkins. To the like purpoſe does (F) 
Zanchy ſpeak. And Voetius in his Learned Bcok concer-- '- 
ning the Deſperate cauſe of Papacy, has made it as clear as 
the Light of the Sun, that not a Perſonal Succeſſion, but @ 
Succeflion in reſpect of Doctrine is neceſſary to make © 
rue Miniſter of Chriſt. 
| 4+ There ate Judicious Learned Men who conceive that + 
© " 'others beſides Minjſters may Impoſe bands in rhe Ordina- ., 
tion of Miniſters. This is afſerced im our platform of Diſs * 
cipline, which had the Approbation' of many Divines as 7 
Eminent for Piety and Learning as moſt which this Age bas ; 
produced. Nor is this which will ſeem a very firange _-; 
Aﬀertion 19 ſome, a notion peculiar to New-England Di* © 
vines only. Others of as deep Judgmerit as any, whom the” 4 
World bas known, bave maintained the ſame; Dr. Ames +: 
(c) ſays, thar as the power of ſeeibg is formally and- ſub- 7 
jectively in the Eye, yer originally in the wbole Animal, 
ſo is the power of Ordination in. the whole Church, aud © 
that therefore alchough in' a well conftitured Church, -the' 7 
Ad of Ordination is ro be performed by the Elders, '#n cafe 
. duely-qualified Elders are not to be had, Ordination may be 
performed by non-Elders. And that it a Corrnpt ſtate of the.” 
Church where Order and Miniſtry fails, 4 plebe a##z3 Or- "i 
(b) On Gal. 2. 13. © __ 
(t) in Eph... ubi'de Baptiſmo. "M 


(c) Bellerm. enervat Tom. 2, L. 3: cap. 2. 
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++ - fore none bur B:ſbops ought ro ordaig or impoſe bands, as a} 


. Congregational Men, bur ſome Presbyterian; 
Learning and Picty bas made them Eminent, have ſaid as © © 


W 
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t bave power to Call 
the Church has power 
Ordain him alſo. 


have power to Ordain, And thar 
both to Call a Biſhop and to 


whole prear 


muchas is in our Platform of diſcipline affirmed concerning 
Ordination. ' Voetius (a) allerts, That the Church may dele- 
gate a M:mber of their body to' Ordain a Presbyter, or may 
wholly omit the Solemnity of a'Conſecration, and that the Per- 


[ ſon choſen to the Miniſtry, may. by vertue of his EleCtion per- 
| , form the atts belonging. to bis Miniſterial Office. The very 
.  ſameis affirmed by D:drc/avius. p,242. And by Mr. Gil- 


leſpy againft the Ceremonies. p. 286. Allo. Gerſon Bucer 
) maincains, that in caſe the Elderſhip ſhould wholly fai', 
the power of Ordinations r2mains with the Church. The 
Defenders of this Problem ailedge ſuch Reaſons for ir, as de- 
ſerve confideration, e. gp. | 
I. That we read io the Sctiprure, of Non-Officers imprſino 
their hands upon ſuch as were ter apart unto a iacred Office 


The Levite; were Ecclcſiaſtical Officers, but the Children 
of Ifrael who impoſed hands on them were nor ſo, Numb. 


8. 1c. ; Hy 
2, We read in che New-Teſtament of Ordinary Officers 
impofirg bands ch them who are Extraordinary Officers. 


Thus Ananias impoſed bands.-on Paul, AR, 9. And afier. 


thar, the Elders of the Cburch in Antioch impoſed bands on 
Paul and Barnabas, AR. 13- 3. And nor only Paul bur the 
Elders of the Church in Epheſus impoſed bands on Timo- 


* 'ghy, who was an Evangelit, and therefore an Exrraordi- 
. nary Officer. Nov if an ordinary Officer may lay his bands 
7. on one thar is Extraordinary, why may not a Non-Elder 
appointed there-unto by the Church, do the like to one - 


that is only an. Ordinary Presbyter ? This clearly Anſwers 


, What Papiſis and Prelates are wont to object, viz. thar - 


the Ordainer is greater than the Ordained, and that there- 


| 4 I | (4 ) De pontifice Rom. N. 2. TC. 15. Gy de Eccleſia. 2. 5. c. os 


(a) Deſp. canj. pap. L. 2. c. 2. þ. 269, 274» 
(f) De Guber. Eccleſ. p. 262, 263. | 6 
| | _ being 
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ters in Epheſus greater then Timothy ?: Jn" the ' beginning of 
the Reformation in Eng/and ſeveral who had' never been. Or* . 
dained Prieſts by Biſhops, were nevertheleſs made Biſh* 


ops, as it is obſerved in the lare Collefion of - State Trafts. p: 
50. Some Comuncil: have allowed of the Ordination of Biſk- 


ops in a caſe of neceffty when Biſhops were not at band, by 
thoſe who were ' no Biſbops, but inferiors ro them which "| 
. neither do ſome of our Epiſcopal Writers *gainſay : And iſ 
" notwithſtanding the' Corncil of ' Trent bas declared all' 'Secu>. ©: 


lar as ro be nullizies, that does not make them to 
be ſo. = | | 

3. Impoſition of hands in Ocdination is tiot a Sacrament 
( as many of our Divines have proved againſt the Papifſt ) 
nor has it any Religious Significancy in ir, No doubr- but 
this Rite migbe Lawfully be uſed art the Inauguration of 
ſome C:vil Officers, as the Jews from whom' ir is borrowed, 


' Tmpoſed hands on a Senator when Solemnly admitted into a 


great Sabedrin, -and upon a. DoFor in one of their Colledges 


when admitted to a Rabbinarus as Alting (e) ſhows: _ 


Though ſomerimes they were Promoted withont any Impo=» 
Grion of hands as Buxtorfe (f) our *of the Jewiſh Writers in- 
forms us. | ; | 


4. Mr. Hookers Judgment, is, that Ordination is not ati - :; 
act of Authority bur of Order only. . And that therefore it - 
may be performed by Non- Officers. As for that QbjeQti= _* 
on which ſome have thought weighty, viz. That none can. 


give what himſelf has not, and that therefore Mey upon 
whom hands were never impoſed, cannot impoſe bands upon 


orhers, it is eaſily Anſwered, men may give that which they 


are not formally only -vertually the Subjects of a Nation by 


chufing a King, give .hing Legal Power. A Ciry by Chus - -; 
ſing a Lord Mayor, make 'him a Magiſtrate. A Woman > 
by giving her ſelf in Mariage, cauſeth the Man to whom = 
e giverh. her ſelf ro have the Power of an Husband: 
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(ce) De Academia Hebr. 
(f) Lexic. Thalmud. p. 1498. 
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21F - bart no Man will be fo abſurd as te fay, that a Woman has © 
I \-.} «formally the power of an Husband. In former Ages the . Þ 
| Kings of England in their Charters. to Abbats and Biſhops 
Fi | - (4). gave them power to Ordain Monks and Clerks: Bar 
; BS! tho Kings were not themſelves Eccleſiaſtical Officers, or 
i |] Ordeined. Notwithſtanding all this Diſconrſe, I am far | * 
* i | from opproving that which has been practiſed in ſome 
Lf : 4 . Churches, who when Neighbour Elders were preſent, have - | 
© |} improved Brethren ro impoſe hands on their Paſtors. I | 
WW {'; think it were beter ro have an Ordination with Faſting - | # 
and Prayer only, withour any impoſition of hands, (as | 
| \1s practiſed in many Congregations in Enp/and) then 10 0  C 
$! |] Have that unneceflaty Ceremony performed by Non-Elders, d 
|] The Old. Doctrine of New-England, was, That if the v 
$1 i Church wbert Ordination is to be performed, has not Elders of - 
tl 
v 
c 


gts, own, they ſhould deſire Neighbour Elders to aſſiſt in the Or=- 
dination of, their Paſtor, ard that with Impoſition of hand 
& well as mich Faſting andPrayer.. Moſt true it is,that we read 
nat in the New-Teſtament of the Impofition of hands by 
Non-Elders, becauſe then Elders were not wanting to &. 
perform that Service, and ro make uſe of Non-E/ders in this ' 
- affair, when Elders might be obtained is not decent, nor 
- approved of by thoſe great Divines that do not abſolutely 
deny the Lawfulneſs of ſuch a practice. I ſhall only add, | 
4 that Daneus, in his Commentary on 1 Tim. 5. 22, þ. 361. 
+ '- does nhgt only maintain that, impofition of hands is nora | 
 peceſfary Ceremony in the Conſtitntion-of a Miniſter, but VF 
T » ſays, that it is Faturity to do. as the Papiſts do. in making 
the Eſſence of a Legitimate vocation to the Miniſtry, ta 
confilt therein, and that ro make ir a Queſtion, whether 
F gbe ſame perſon may receive impoſition of hands more then 
# oxce, is to propoſe 4 vain and inept Queſtion, becauſe it is 
» © Dor material whether it be ever done ar all. | 
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QUESTION RXiL 


AAAY a Mean be Ordained a Paſtor, Except toa partici» - © 
lar Church, and in the preſence of that Church? © 

Anſw. There .are two parts. of this Queſtion which -we i 
ſhall Anſwer diſtioly. | _ + = 
- 1+ We aſfertthar no Man onghbt to be Ordained a Paſtor, ' 3 

-Except unto a particular Church, For, "11%, _ 

1, We have no Inſtance in the Scriptare of ordinary 

0 } Officers Ordained, Except unto a particular Flock, AE; *. 

I4. 23. They Ordained Elders by Elefion Go does the Gene-.” © 

64 Tranflation read rhe, words tily enough, as that Lear- 2 

ned Knight, Sir Norton Knatebbufl (4) has critically evin- 

ced.) in every Church. Paul left it in Charge with Titus, "of 

that be ſhould Ordain Elders in every City. Tit, 1.5. He 

was not-to Ordain them 10 be Individud vage, brit  parti- - 

cular place, a Ciry wherein ſome Church was afligned to 

fo them to Labour in. He might not { as Mr. Baynes and 

| 1# from him {g) Dideclavins ſpeaks ) Ordain Elders as the Uni- © 

| verſiry Creates Doors of Phyſick, without affigning them - ; 

| any Patients, or as they make Maſters of Are, without -pro- © 

j. viding for then any Scholars ©  <-. 58 

2. Paſtor and Flock are relatives, and therefore ohe can” 4 

, | not be witbonr the other. Ir is contrary to the Rules of Rea- 2 

. QF ſons ( as Logicians know) that the Relate ſhonld be with-,-.3 

, 'N our its Correlate. (hb) To' ſay that a Wandring - Levite who 2 

\ | has no Flock is a Paſtor, is as good ſenſe as to ſay, thathe' 7 

. | that bes no Children is a Father, and-tbac che Man who has ©; 

, | no Wife is a Husband. Nor miay-it be precended: that © 

; | tbe Carbolich Church is bis Flock. Fof ( not to- infiſt oa the © 

I common Proteſtant D>&trine that the Catholick Chureb is 

' Inviſible: as comprehending all rrue Bilievers from. Abel ro' 

the End of the World.) _. Er. raft ae tn 

3: A Paſtor is noder an' Obligation to feed every one thax” 

;$of the Flock which be is'a Paſtor nato. AR; 20. 2} 


he ——— 


O In Animado. in Libr. NT ———= 
z) Altare Damaſcen. þ. 209. = 
(Þ) Voet, de deſper. cauſa papatus. p. 233; 
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1 which the Holy Ghoft has made you Overſeers. Is any meer 


Platform, Ch. 9.'S.7. Are, He that 1s clearly looſed from 
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Man able to feed all that Flock of the Church Catholick 


- Vikble ? A Miniſter muſt give an account concerning every | | du; 


Soul in that Flock which he is the Paſtor of, Heb. 13. 17. } eur: 
They that ſay they are Paſtors of the Catholick Church, may || Ele 
do well ro think, wbar - account they can give of the ten | Me 
thouſand of Souls belonging to their Flock, that were neyer | Cot 
inſtructed nor fed by them. | | tior 

4. Suppofing a Man to bave a particular Church to which -/ | any 
he is related, if he is a Paſtor io other Churches beſides thar, Þ lick 
then it is not in the power of that Church wo deprive. hin)hvf 5 
ofbis Paſtoral Office. If they ſhould reject bim and thar #0: 
deſervedly from being their Paſtor, be may'prerend, I am || Ora 
a Paſtor of the Catholick Church, and will be fo, do you || nod 
do your worſt. This favours of the Papiſts indelible Chas | Ch 
rafter, who pretended that if a Man bas been once Ordained, || But 
he can never be a Laic again, Thea a perſon who is juft- || noi 
ly not only depoſed from bis Office, but Excommunicated, || whe 
may bea Paſtor till, And if fo, .then he that is not fo Cbr 
much as a Member of the Viſible Church, may yer be a Cn 


Paſtor of the Church Catholick, for one juſtly Excommuni- Jte b 

care, is no loyger of Chriſt's Vifible Kingdow, being Au- | witl 

|  thoritatively declared ro belong unro Satan, Our Diſcj-{ yoni 
plinedeclares not only that ſuch as never were related roa | 6 


particular Flock, bur ſach as bave been, but now are not of 
ſo related, ro be no Church Officers. The words in the W# _ 
pro 


bis Office relation tintv that Church whereof he was a Miniſter, Þ* At 


' cannot be locked at as an Officer, nor perform" any at of Office | ab 


in any other Church, unleſs he be again orderly called unto | pa 
Office. 2 "0 FT in 

5. When Ordinations at large did with other Corrup-'Þ| in 
rions. creep into the Churches, a whole Synod ' found it ne-'}* to 
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cefſary nor only ro bear witneſs againſt .rhar practice, bur F or 

ro declare ſuch Ordinations to be void and null, -and the }* 10! 

Ordeiners liable to Cenſare. Ir. is well obſerved by the. Jl). C 

Ingenions Writer of the Hiſtory of the Council of * Trent (:) Poll 

\— | - _ — mo '//; 
(i) Hiſt. Trid. Conc. L. 6. þ. 559. | — 
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« | that 5 che Golden Times of Chriftianity, no Perſons were Or” * © 

7 | dained but toa particulgr. Miniſtry ; but that this pious Inſti" 

- | eution was ſoon Corrupted, Biſhops Ordaining Men that had no 

7 | EleQion by any Church, This cauſed great Confuſion as the 

1 | Megdeburgenſien Hiſtorians have noted. AS a Remedy, the 

r] Conncil of Calcedon made a decree againſt all ſuch Ordina® _ 

| tions. The Sixth Canon of that Synod declares, That 5f _ 

* | any Man ſpall be Ordained abſolutely, that is to the Cartho- 

. | lick withour relation to a particular Church, the Impoſition 

of hands which he has received ſhall be null, and that he ſhall 

'F 120: ſerve in the Church, to the diſhonour of them that bave- » 

Ordained him. This Decree was Confirmed by othet Sy- © © 

nods afterwards, ſo that it became a general Rule in the. | 

4 Church, that »o Man ſhould be Ordained without a Titls. 

' | Burthe forementioned Hiftorian'{ with many others} rakes 
no:ice that this Rule was in proceſs of time perverted. For ] 

, [| whereas at firſt ro have a Title was to have a particular * 

3. Church, afterwards to have a Title was to have Money. -The 

2 F<anons of the Church, of England will nac permit any one 

- Jte be Ordeined withour -a Title, bur they roo much comply 

- {I with the Pap:/ts in allowing thoſe to bave Ticles who have 

- I gone, ſuch as the Calcedonian Council intended, | 

, 6. The impleaded Ordinations are contrary ro Judgment 

t 

e 

3 


t -Jof our Eminent Divines, and to the practice of ſome of 
/Bbe beft Reformed Churches. Funius (k). declares bis Ap- 
probation of the mentioned Canon of the Calcedon Synod : 
 }* And that fince an Elder is not Ordained to the Miniſtry 
e || abſolarely, bur to the Miniſtery of this or that Church in 


o {I particular, it is fit that the Charch ſhould be concerned 
I in the Ordivation. And that in the” Apoſtolical Times 
< | in the Ordination of a Miniſter, there was firſt a Cheiro- 


=" conza or Election by the People, and then a Cherrotbefia 
t {| or impoſirion of hands; That theſe two were always  _. 
e | joyning rogether as the Antecedent and Conſequent- Mr. | 
& J(1. Cartwright ſays, that after Ele&5om follows Ocdination, 
) Yeobreb is a Solemn invefting or putting a Miniſter into the 


| Poſſeſſion of that Office whereunts be was before Choſen. . Ta. 
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the like purpoſe does Dr. Whitaker ſpeak ; It. is needleſs; 
'and would be endleſs ro beap up Teltimonies concerning 
this, Gnce ir is a common received opinion amongſt our 
Nivines, ( we muſt always except prelatical . ones ) that ' 
the Ele&ion of a Miniſter by the Church ſhould precede his 
Ordination. One of the Articles of the Ecclefiattical Diſci- 
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| Ppline of the French Proteſtants, is, Miniſters - ſhall not be 
I | QOrdained without A{ipning them a particular Flock, So in 
|! |. 'rhbeKirk of Scor/and, one Article of their Polity is (m) Al/ 
Office bearer; ſhould have their own particular Flocks, amongſt. 
' whom they Exerciſe their particular Charge; as I find it 
Expreſſed by Mr. Calderwood. That Learned {n} Author diſ- 


"approverth of the Impleaded Ordinations, becauſe they | 
make a Man to be a Miniſter only Inporentie, but not in | * 
«Ru. | Indeed Mr. Rutherford bas ſuch firange words as , 
theſe, 1t is preſuppiſed that A. B. is Ordaiued a Paftor be- 
fore the People can Ele him for their Paſtor. ' Mr. Hooker |, * 
replies to bim, that he finds Befarmine ſpeaking juſt after | .. * 
that manner, whiah cauſed Dr. Ames to telt him, thar be'# * 
i: diſputed prepoſterouſly, and did fer the Cart before rhe ” 
$71 Horſe, when he placed Ordination before Election. Bar: - 
i notwithſtanding Mr. Rutherford in' that particular Notion - 
a þ; deferrs the Comman Proteſtant Doctrine, in another. place | 
J. be bas theſe words, 4 Paſtor 5s only the Paſtor of that Flock P, 
IHE. over which che Holy'Ghoſt by the Churches Authority bas ſer —- 
$110k him as their Paſtor, yet ſo as when he Preacheth in another L 
Si © Congregation, he ceaſeth nov to be a Paſtor of t hat Flock ;; in M 
87 iſt © Gaying:which be yields the cauſe wholly as - Mr. (0) Hooker 
; 1948 rells him. So then we are now agreed, I ſhall only. add, *©* 
: 5 4 thar rhe United Brethren in+ London. declare that ordinarily; fra 
3 ! ; None ſhall be Ordained to the ivork of the Miniſtry, but ſuch Geer 
i # 45 are called and choſen thereunto by a particular Church. And " 
ER thar Learned Presbyterian Mr. Glleſpy' affirws, (+) Thai 7? 
X ; : Ordination ought to be given to him onlygobo is .Elefted, an Ti 
Ft that becauſe he 5s Eleted, © +” Mode 
WE - Asfortheotber part of the Queſtion, iether Ordinationſ. -* 
SET © © (m) See the Hiſtory of the-Church of Scotland. p. 105. - || © — 
=, . -(n) Altaredamaſe.p. 2000 ROS $908, 
TER. +: (0) Smrvey of Church Diſcipline. p. 2+ p. 61. | fi 
_ | wel. dab. Cere. $4't, 3. chap, 8. + 0 
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| paration of him to thar Service of Chrift, with' Faſting and . "MN: 
nation though the Church is not { becauſe they cinnart be _ 
, preſent.) Bur if there are Elders in the place where the* 7 


- the Primitive Times of Chriſtianity, Ordinations were per--  - 


* rightly performed except the People ro whom the: Paſtor-...! 


' The Megdeburgenſes (4) in their EccleſiaFical * Hiſtory nore, - > 


I zo Be On 9% 0 


 Ordintion with the Impoſition of hands, Praſente univerſs 


Tolland, received Ordiniation from the hands of Dich Dis--4 


LET OO mEonT— oe IN oo Ron 


} 


ought not to be performed in the preſence of that Church her * b> 
tbe Miniſter is to Serve? The Anlwer is, That Ordinarily it - + 
ovghr to be. The Ordinations which we read of in'the'Serip=> * 
rare were ſo. If a People who are remote from- all Mis 
niſters fir to Ordain, defire 0ne whom they have Elected 
to be Ocdained for ther in another Land, by a' Soſemin'Se- 


' Prayer and Impofition of hands ; thar's a rare cafe, and _ 
I know not wby in ſach a caſe there may not* be an Ordi- 


' Miniſter is to diſpenſe the Mytteries of the Goſpel, for 
him to receive Ordination not in the preſence of bis Church, 
is irregularand contrary to the Scripture Example. . In 
formed not only with the Conſent, but 5n che preſence of 
the Church, yea, of the whole Church in which any Paſtor. © 
was to Preſide, Cyprian (*) affirms that no Ordination is © ©: 


is Ordained be preſent: He declares this to be accordivg 7 
ro the Doctrine and Practice of the Apoſtles. - In the third > 
Century it was thus practiſed both in the 4/ian, and in the, 
African Churches. Thus was Origen (p) Ordaingd, . And... 
another inftead of Narciſus who was with-drawn ' from his 
Paſtoral care of the Church in thoſe days in Foruſalevt, 4 


thar if any Biſhop was to be Ordained, they ſent ( not to 
Miniſters in another Province a "Thouſand Miles diſtant bur J--3 
ro Neighbour Paſtors for their Approbation, Convenichane 
fratres omnes ( ſay they) all the Brethren came rogerher,; - 
and when the Election was over, they proceeded ro ar 


?opulo, in the preſence of atf the People. /Thus alfo/ft is =? 
amongſt rhe Reformed Churches in France. There was a > 
Time when ſome young Scholars of the French Nation, 3 
having had their Education in the Univerfity of Leyden in 


{9 Le 1, Epiſl. 4. © 


: (4) Cent. 3 cap. 6, Pe mibi, 94, 102, © 14 
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made ir one of their decrees, (r) That Letters be rritten 
to the Doftors and Profeſſors of Divinity, in the Univerſity 
of Leyden, intreating them not to Ordain the French Prote- 
ftants Students in their Univerſity; but when they have finiſh- 
ed their Courſe of Theology, to ſend them into France, that 


here being called to the Miniſtry, they may receive impoſition . 
. of hands in the face of our Churches. | - 


QUESTION XIV. 


E the Praftice of the Churches of New-England in granting 
Letters of Recommendation or Diſmiſſion from one Church 
$0 another, according to Scripture and the Example of ether 
Churches? | 


Anſw. Tr is fo. See 49, 18. 27. Rom. 16. 1,2, That 


this was an vival Practice in the Churches in the Apoſic- 
lical Times, is plain from- 1 Cor. 16. 3. and. 3. 1. Col. 4. 
to, 11. 3 Foh. 3,8, 9, lo. Þhis practice was continued 
in tbe Charches after the Apottglical Times. Polzcarp in 


: | his Epiſtle to the Church at Ph:lsppz recommends Creſcens 


with their Siſter ro their Communion, teſtifying that their 


Converſation had been blameleſs. The ' Greek Churches 


called ſuch Letrers as the Scriptures do $;ſkatick Epiſtles 


-.. or Letters of Recommendation, In the Larine Churches 
Tertulian calls 


they were called Litere Communicatorie. 
That in the Primitive Times ' fach 
Letters were in uſe may be ſeeh in (5) Baronias. And that 
ſometbing of this nature was practiſed in the Fourth Centu- 


. ry is manifeſt fom'a decree of the firſt Coyncil in Car- 


ehage, (t) That no one ſhall Communicate #n another Church 
githout.a Letter from the Biſhop of his own Church. Na- 
Frongeny in one of his Orations againſt Fulian the Apoſtare 


_ — - ———— cow —_—__—_— 


(r) See Mr. Quicks Synodicon. 


(s) Tom. 2. Anno. 142. . 


The - Over ot the Thiirehes TY. 
ch the Pretbyterians in France were diſſatisfi- . / 
. | ed: For which cauſe the Synad at Gergean in the year-16o1. 
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peaks of theſe Lerters. . And (eyeral Ancient Synods make 
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mention both of Literal  Commendatitie, "und Liters a 7. 
, mifſorie. And ſome of the Proteſtant Reformed 'Churches 3 
practice as tbe Churches of New- England do as to this mar-" 7 
rer, So in (») France. And in Holand ſeveral of their ** 
Synods have Commanded this practice of the Churches, -: 
that when perſons remove from one Church to another, in +. 
order to their partaking at the Lords Table, rey ſhovid © / 
bring Leiters Teſtimonial wirh them. Some of their grea- - 
| teſt Divines bave written in Defence of ir. Dr: Hornbeck 
' (wp) Commends the Churches of New-Eng/and for this 
their Profeſſion and practice. - The famous Gilbere Voertus : 
| who has* been eſteemed the moſt Learned Man ia the _ 

World ; In Anſwer to that Queftion, Whether in the Tran- 
ſlation of Members from one 'Churchgo another, Letters Di= + 
miſſory and Teſtimonial are not requiſite? Anſwers, (x) Ita Þ 

habet ordo Eccleſiaſticus £9 laudabili more obtinet in Eccleſits ©. 
Belgicrs. Eccleſiaſtical order requires that ir ſhould be fo. ' 7 
And this Laudable cuſtom obrtaius in the Durch-Churches, He ©: 
giveth divers Reaſons for ir. "Y 
1. Such Letters will ſerve inſtead of a new Examines 4 
tion and Tryal which is neceſſary wheo perſons are cf ; : 
Admitted inrothe Church, - 
2. Becauſe otherwiſeChurches may be impoſed upon,ſo as; 3 
to receive Members who are unfir, -and ir may be under |; E 
offence in the'Churches from whence rbey come. x 
3. To receive the Members cf another Church withourll | 
the Approbation of that Church ro which they do bel 7 
is the way to make difference in Churches, and to fer then! 
one againſt another, Thus that Learned Man. Granting” 2 
of Letters Teftimonial was praQtiſed in the Churches in 
Guernſey when firſt Reformed : Their Eccleſiaſtical Diſci-,", 
pline was the Compoſure of the famous Thomas Core 27 

{ as the Miniſter in that 1//and aſſured me, when. I had: 
my. Converſation amongſt them many years fince ) Now | Ft 
one Article of their Diſcipline is, That rhere ſhall not be ye" 
ceived to. the Lords Supper any one of other Pariſhes, tu 
Good Teſtimony from bis Paſtor, or of two & #. the Elders wheres 
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(u)V. La. Roque. þ. 145. 
{(w) In Epift. ad Durcum. þ. 111. 
; 45) De pol. Kcclef. part. 1. 6 4+ Þ 67s 
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147-44 © The Dder of the Chitches | TH 
TB chere 3s no Minijter- Althongh it is true, that no Church {| - 
8} ought ro be made a Priſon. It is nevertheleſs a Sin for any ' | 
8 Charch Member to leave that Church where the Provi- - | 
Ti dence of God has ſer him withour juft- cauſe, Ir is a Vio- 
"1 8}- Tation of his Church Covenant. The remoyal of a Mem- 
_ ber from a Church does tend to the weakning of thar 
Church, If one may depart without jaſt reaſon, why 
F/---'nor another, and a third, and ren, twenty, and more, 
| util the Church is in a manner diſſolved, And therefore 
& | i} tis rational that if Members of Churches defire ro remove | ; 
18} their Relation ro another Church, they ſhould. acquaiar 
tf their own Church with their delires, and the reaſon thereof, 
”, that fo if rhey are juttifiable, they may have a Loving 
© Diſmiſſiom, bur if otherwiſe, that they may be Convinced 
© of their Error, and deſfift from their purpoſe. Ir is no 
$10! fign of Wiſdom for « Man (o to abound in bis own ſenſe, 
FI! | as nor to ask the Advice of others ( the Church eſpecially 
TH} co which he is related) in a matter of ſuch motnent, Prov. 
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BEHR” Lecters Teſtimonial from ſime Church of Chriſt, or the Elders | 
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SIRE cher to another People, be it for leſſer or longer Time. The 
$7 187-- forrs of theſe Letters are divers according to the Occaſions . gh) 
$710}-of the perſon for whom they are written, Ir is only for | 
$78E diſtinction ſake that ſom? are called Lerters of Diſmiſſion, 
3 orhers Letrers of Recommendation. For if we ſpeak exactly, 
-Þoth of them are Letrers of Recommendation, containing 
SH ſome Teftimonials for the party, and both of them are Let- 
SE ters of Dr/niſſion, as Fgnifying char he goeth with the con- 
TEM ſear of the Church, whecher ic b: with a purpoſe to re- 
E8F- torn, or for contiguance with thoſe unto whom ke is going. 
LEES} Jo the Heads of Agreement afſenred 10 by our Presbyterian 
TEM and Congregational Brethren in London, Theſe are ſome, 
EW That « Viſible profeſſor joyned to a Particular Church, ought th 
+ | continue ſteadfaſtly with the ſaid Church, and not forſake the 
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"Miniſtry and Ordinances there diſpenſed, without an orderly | 


» is 
L {+ ſceking 4 Recommendation to another Church, Again they 
TER ſay, Pe oughr net to Admit any one to be'a  Memb of our_- 
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- 1] not the aſſerting that a Paſtor may Adminiſter the Sairss ; 
/ the deſire of that other Church, 4 — jon from the Firſt - 
Way? 


Miniſterial Power in another Church at'their Requeſt,” 


ew co "WE " ; 4 f &6- ; 
reffefizve Copregerten that fs brane pony to anther, - 
without Endeavours of Mutual SatisfaBion of tbe Congr ej Z 


tions concerned. 
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QUESTION XV. 


ment to another Church beſides his own Particular Flock, at - 
Principles of New-England and of the coor" 


Anſw. Not art all. For our Aacſins of Church Die 
line does not at all contradict it, bur rather, approve of i 
Chapt. 15. S. 4. And Tome of the Firſt Eminent Minitters } 
in New-En gt have defended the Lawfulneſs of ſach's.: 
practice. So Mr, Norton in his anſwer to Apollony, Mr. : 
Shepard of Cambridge, and Mr. 4lin of in thei ny 
Anſwer to Mr. Ba. And miy Father in a Lener of h 
to Mr, Hooker, bearing Date Nov. 6. 1645. Giyeth* | 
Reaſons for it asare nor eafie to. be Anſwered. Dr. Gaa 7 
win who wase Pillar amongſt Congregationals, declares 

ndgment fully in the Affirmative, and this nor only ins % 

cer written not long before bis Tranſlation to Glory) 
of which I have elſewhere given an account, bur in his 
Diſcourſe of Church Government, in the fourth Voluma lars 
ly publiſhed, which 'was written long before char 'Ligrter; 
and wherein he ſhews that ſach an occafional Exercit $ 


nor Ifer any ſach Jurisdiction as that:which the Prerbyrer 
Brethren plead for. We ſhall for riſ-ſatisfattion oft 5 
that have bot that Book of the DoFors, cauſe his baby 
be Tranſcsibed, He rhus ſpeaks, () Ir is one: thing &f 
there may Occaſiovally be an Exerciſing of an Elders 50 
er in another Congregation, and” it is another Ges 
+ it would be afſumed' and challenged; 


c ' thax* remains facther ro be Wm_ 'by- by” esh ug 
"097 'R; 5; Ch. 10, ?, 232, Put 


99. "The Der of the Churches” 
ts by Divines. As it is onethiog for's Child under Age, tho' he 
2 i» ſhould not Govern himſelf, to þave Libzriy to chaſe a 
| Guardian for the Tiine, bnt- ic is another thing that" a 
F Company of Menp ſhould aſſume ro be his Guardians for. | 
ever. Ir will be one thing for a Corporation to ſend ano- | 
* ther Corporation for. their Recorder, a Man skilful in the ] 
Law, to perform the Office of a Recorder with a Jury ar 43 
- their Seilion, they now wanting one, or there falling out a 
'* Caſe of difficulty, wherein their own does need Ai(- 
© rance ;but ir will be another thing for the Recorders of \ | 
* ſeveral Corporations in a County to go and challenge by 
-* vertue of Aflociation, and the Common Law of Commu- 
Li © mion in the Kingdom a conſtant power of Jurisdiction ro be 
LI © Exerciſed over them. 
| © And in this caſe the Communion of Churches in re- 
of * ag of Members Qua Members, and of Elders. Qua El- 
.* ders anſwer one another, according to our principles. 
© For as the Members of .another Church, if they come | 
{*.t0-2 particular Church, and are received by their Con- mp 
þ*, fent-by them, and fo for that Time become as one body 
* with them, by vertue thereof they receive the Sacrament 
-* amongſt chem, as being for this act incorporated, and as 
[* one bread with them occalionally, in this do not receive 
'* meerly and ſimply as Members-of another Church, diſl- 
* rinctly and a part conſidered, altho'. by vertue of their 4) 
SL being Members: of another Church, bur they arethereby for 
SW that Time occafiobally received inro that Church . ad ean- 
(© tam fo far as; to Enjoy ſuch and ſach a priveledge, ſo as 
SCH the Sacrament in this, is not ſaid to be given ro the Mem- 
$9-- bers of .xwo Churches apart conſidered, bur to one 
Church as tbus making one, tho' upon a different reſpect ; 
F and (o it 1s alſo in their receiving Elders ( if we may make 
that ſuppoſicion-)to perform Acts of Elderſhip occaſionally, 
F. they do it not-in this fingle and apart Conſideration that _. 
F tbey are fimply Eldersof other Churches, as if . confide=; | 
red only as ſuch they may make a Confiſtory met out. of: | 
SHF-this- Church ro be over this Church, and fo Excommu-/ - | 
7: nicare, bur they come to and are preſent-in | and {with | -. 
FR -rbar Church, being called by them, and received as: El-. - 
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$18 ders for thar Act, and for that Time as one: with thepa,.[.. 7.4 


-D A ” 
Bf 

G #4. * 
WER - 

as 


WW f* 
"A oF 


43 
- : 
4 : ” 
' oy 


- x AM ne Th 
wg ; , 7 OUR 4 : > 
þ 8 « 
” * 
PIR 
CS RO nl Wn us?" REY; <P PRI ger re ge 


OO O92. WE oe OD en OS ERIOERY 


# + 


” 
$i 
; 4 
” 


en v5 "ke , "x as which hey $4 pas Fr ure Aa of the, 


4 


4 iba. «#4 


© Church, or of Elders in that. Church, and -are not 'to b 
«© confidered as Acts of other Elders that have no power, 
* oyer thar Church. Thus. far Dr. Goodwin. - And i 
this accords-with the Jadgment of Congregational Divines, * 
and-was alſo practited in the next Ages to the Apoſtles, ; 
when Polycarp-'Paftor of the Church in Smyrna 'admini-, 
ſtred the Sacrament to the then. Church of Saints -in Rome, ® 
I have more fully declared in an Anſwer to this Queſtion.” 
which was printed: in the Year, 1693:.. And tbus it was 7 
practiſed in the Churches of New-England in their begin 
ning Times, + For when Mr, :/ſon, Paſtor of the only”: 
Church then in Bofton, was abſent from bis Flock in z 
Voyage for England, Mr. Philips, Paſtor of the Church.” 
io Y/atertown, adminiſtred the Lords Supper to the Church / 
in Bofton, This was above Threeſcore Years ſince. And 
thus did Mr. Eliot, ( a zealous Man for the Order of- the - 
Goſpel, profeſſed in our Platform of Diſcipline) prdtng.. 
Forty years ago in the Indian Chavehes 


QUESTION XVI 


Is it 4 Ha for Chriſtians in their Prayers to make uſd - 
of the words of that which is commonly called the Lords 
Prayer ? | | 
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Anſiw. It cannot be pioned chat this is a duty. The. 
Queftion is not whether it is Lawful ro make ule of thoſe 
words in Prayer, No Man can rationally doubr, bur that” 
the words in that as well as the words of other Prayers i in 
—_ may . be made ufe of in our Addrefles ro hea» 4 e: 

The Rigid Separatiſts will nor deny this: Mr. Aynfe * 
—_ ſays,(a)PFe hold it Good and Holy to uſe aright any of the _ 
Lords Prayers, or any words of Serapture, or hh or. any of 
thoſe" Petitions taught us in Manh. 6.. or Luk. 11. «17 the - 
words of either Evangelifts, or other words as the Spirit 4. 
God which opipe; 13 £0 Pray, leadeth us to any of rheen. "Likes 
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| | | [ Faſepb! Mede (« great. conformiſt ) - concludes, (a) 
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4:5 convinced him -of bis Errer therein. He ſays, Ve 
= bold 5 Lanful to uſe theſe very words sn our 'Prayers, all, or 
= ap part of them, if we be thereunto Guided by the Holy Spirit \ 
| on whom we muſt always Pray, and by whoſe help we muſt 
"Y wake our Requeit wnto God. Doubtleſs then Congregatt® 
"& -onal Men will concede as much as this cometh ro, Mr. 
LY Feremiah Burroughs ( a famows Divine of the Congregati- 
"& onal Perſwaſian } once when be Preached his Expoſitory 
" -Leftwres, was prevented from coming to the Afﬀembly ex- 
8 actly at the Hour appointed. If he ſhould at that time 
& Have enlarged in Prayer as be uſually did, the Auditors 
"= wonld bave been detained longer then they expected. . 
"8 Nor was he willing to begin bis Expoſition without any 

= Prayer at all, he therefore began it. with only praying in the 

= - words of the Lords Prayer, | This report I believe ; for 
my moſt Dear and Honourable Friend Dr. ///:lliam Bates, 
late Paſtor of a Church in Hackney near London ( whom for 
— Honours fake Imention ) aſſured me that be was then pre- 
- ſent, and an Ear Fitneſs of what I have. now related. 
-- Bur the Queſtion is, Whether this is neceſſary: Not whe- 
thera Miniſter may without Sin make uſe of the 'words of 
= the Lords Prayer, but whetber he Onght ro do ir, and Con- 
 ſequenily hall be guilry of Sz: if he does it nor. The Queſtion 
| being ſo ftared we defend the Negative. Let it be confider'd, 

þ 2, Tbatour Saviours words are, After this manner pray 
Je. Mat. 6.9. Whence Auſtin (c) concindes, that Chriſt 
 fanght bis Diſciples not what words they ſhonld uſe in 
/ Prayer, -but- what rbing they ſhould pray for. To 
- the ſame purpoſe does. Breda ſpeak. And this alſo is the 
ſenſe of Calvin, Muſculus, Piſcator, Bertram, and of 
© Grotius himſelf, that onr Saviour did not intend that His 
© Diſciples mere bound to recite th:ſe words in Prayer\, or 
t- ould He tye them to the uſe of Syilables, Nor indeed. is ir, 
+ probable that our Lord in the midft of his Sermon would £ 
{  -preſcribe:a Form of Words ro bis Diſciples. Whence:Mr.:- 
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(YI his Anſwer to My. Bernard. p. 469. Sona ore 
{ . (c) Lib. de Magiſtro cap. 1. te A, 
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| hem Hhyſe words were foft uttered gheDiſcipler uiderſtead ne thay + 
their Mafger intended it for a Form of Prayer, but for @ 
Pattern of \ Example only. He that prays for any thing not =; 
contained in that Platform of Prayer, does not pray after +: 

- that manner, but he that does with Faith pray for uhe 
{ _ things comprehended therein, although he ſhould nor uſe © | 
1 one Expreffion in ir, bur other words importirg thar ſenſe, | 
j does truly Pray after that manner. Ir, is pleaded that in *” 
'* Luke the words are When jou pray, ſay ; but that may well * 
} be interprered not as intending ſay theſe words, bur theſe - © 
|, rhings in your prayers: So does. Grotius give the ſenſe of 
} them, When Moſes was charged, Thou ſhalt ſay urto Pha* iff | 
+ - rach, &c. Exod. 4. 22. He did nor think that he was ob- "iff | 
. liged to ſay thoſe very words, only ro Expreſs that chi 

1 Nordid he in deliveribg his Meſſage tye himſelf ro thoſe _- 
words and ſyllables. The- like may be'#bere affirmed. 

| Moreover, moſt of thoſe that do Say t&he Lords Prayer, do C 
not ſay as 'tis in Lake. | | 4 
2. The two Evangeliſts in their Reciting that Prayer '_ 
1) have not the ſame words. W hence we conclude, that it was 
| given only as a Platform or D:xcAory for prayer, and nat |} 
as a Form which we may nor vary from. In Luke there-is ©: 

_ no Amen concluding the Prayer, nor any. Doxolepy, belides 
the words both in the fourth and in the fifth Petition, are nor - 

© juſt the. ſame words with thvſe in Marrthew, Now if the* - | 
meaning of Pray after this manner, and of when. you pray; 

) Jay, is; that we are in duty bound to uſe thoſe words and" * 
ſyllables as a Form, whoſe Form muſt we -foltdw > whes" 
ther that of Matthew, which is part of Chrift's Sermon. or. 
the Mount ? or that in Luke which was taught the Difci-".. 
ples in another place, and on anorber occaſion; near upan” ;. 

" a year and balf after the Former ? Dr. Lightfoot (4) rells us); 
that rhe-Jews concluded rheir Prayers in Synagogues, -ar di 
private Houſes with laying Amen; but that they never ſaid 
"32men in the Temple, bur inſtead thereof, they concluded: 
-; with: ſaying theſe Words, Bled be Name of the Glory af + 
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ms. Kyngdom for ever ad erer. 1 retfiember a Jewiſh Rebb$,u* 
aps; char choſe words were the uſual Prayer of their Father 
| Oh. 2 fo. 1138. ro. 
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(6) Vii Supra, p. 74+ 
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us rhar we ſhould 
uſe this Form, both in Pablick and in Private. 
Anſwers nor the Queſtion which of theſe Forms is to be uled ; 


in Matthew, mult not be aicd in'the Cathedral! which an- 


7 ſwers ro the Temple, becauſe ic conctudes with 4 men. 


Nor muſt the Form in Lyke, becauſe ir wants the Doxology, 


| which is peculier ro the Temple. The Goſpel does not re- 
| , quire nor approveof Frdaixing in Chriſtians. : 


3. Thar Common Argament, { however flighted by Mr. 


| Paper (c) which many have produced to prove, that the For- 


mal uſage of the Lords Prayer, is not Commanded; de- 


'ſerves farther Conlideration, viz. becauſe then it would be 
'." unlawful 'to vary at all from thoſe words and $yllables. 


When 
itis faid, Pray thus, and when you Pray, ſay, thoſe words 


of our Saviour, are not a Permiſſion but an abſolute Com- © h. 


mendment. When you Pray, that is, Whenever you pray. 


” As, .wben you give Alms, is as muchasto ſay, whenever you | 
& give Alms. Thus mhenſorver a Chriftian prayes, be muſt 
pray after rhar manner which Chriſt in bis Sermen on the 


Mount perſcribed. If cherefore the meaning of Pray thus, 
is, uſe theſe very words, ir would nor be Lawful ar any 
time to vary from them. Which no Man will be fo unrea» 
ſonable as to- affirm. It would be leſs-proper for a Chriſti- 
-a0 in bis Cloſer: to ſpeak in the plural number. In- 
'deed the Snperititious Jews made a Cannon, that their Com- 


pendious Prayer, , which thcy call Majan, 9. d. a Fountain ' 


Prayer, and require their Diſciples. ro ſay ic Eighteen 
rimes every day, ſhall be expreſſed in the plural namber, 
though he thar lays ir has no Man with him, and they make 


> bþim Guilry of Sin that ſhall-Pray that Prayer in the Gioga- 
© Jar number thongh in bis Cloſer, becauſe be muſt never 
Bur - | 

- does any Man believe, that if a Chriſtian ſhall ſay, give me. . 
my daily bread, forgive my debts, lead not me into Temp». - 
tatiop,deliver me from evil, rhar be offends by nor ſpeaking” # 


look on himſelf as Separated from the Synagogue. 
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| p: which of them in Publick, and which in Private ? If we + i 
' muſt keepexactly ro the Fer;/ mode of worſhip, the Form 


\. Words and Syllables. 
4. There are few of thoſe who nſe the Lords Prayer, - 
" that keep. to the words either of Matthew or' of Luke im _» 
their ſaying of it, For in the Fifth Pecitson they ' vary there= + 
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from. The words in Matthew are, Forgive us our ebts at 
we forgive our debtors, Matth. 6. 12. The words in Luke 


are, Forgive us our Sins, for we alſo forgive every one that is © : 


 Sndebted to us, Luk. 11. 44 Whenas they that ſay the 
\ \ Lords Prayer uſe the words which are in the Liturgy, viz. 


Forgive us our Treſpaſſes as we forgive them that treſpaſs p 


'againft us. Ir will be ſaid, that is the ſame thing though 
not the fame words with the other. Bur this is ro give up 
| the cauſe, fince our Queſtion is' nor concerning things bur 
words, 
a Great Truth, viz. That our Sins are our Debts, is loſt. 
Cyprian is juſtly blamed for making a little change in the 


Sixth petition, for he expreſleth it, Ne petiaris nos inducs,  -: 
Oc. Suffer us not to be led into Temptation,whereby a great; 
and myfterious Truth, reſpecting the Activity of Providence © 
in Leading Men into Temprartion is obſcure, They thar pre- 


tend they are bound in Conſcience to uſe the Lords Prayer 


_ asa Form, and fo to keep exactly ro the words therein con-" 


tained, are not able ro Extricate themſelves from this Ar- 


gument againſt them. Nor can I give any reaſon why. 


_ they expreſs the Fifth Petition as they commonly do, excep- 
| ting this, that they bave taken their uſe of--rhe Lords 


Prayer, not out of the Bible but ont of the Common Prayer © # 
. ; \ ; 
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5. It cannot be proved that either Chriſt or bis Apoſtles 
did nſe this Prayer as a Form. A moſt Heavenly Prayet 
pe by our Saviour, is recited in the 17th of Fohx, but 


, Hedid not conclude with the words of this Prayer : We © :; 

find in As 1.24. andin A8.4. 24, Thar the Apoſtles © 
prayed: in Chburch-Meetings, but not thar they did eithet ©. 
begin or conclude with the reciration of the. Lords Prayer. 
Durandus (f) boldly affirms, That the Apoſttes Cooſectated: -* 


— 


 (f)' Rationale Divin. Li. 4. & x. » cap. 47 
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Moreover, by this ſmall alteration of the wards . 
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Eu barift, by repearing che words of  Inftirurio 
ſaper-addiig the Lords Prayer. 'And that Peter did a 
firtt fo Celcbrate that Oidinance in the Oriental Part 


Liturgy fatbercd on James was written by bim ; the vanir) 


Divines, That Iacomparable Divine and CaſusR, Dr. Ames 
(f) judgeth, ther we may conclude that the Lords Praye 
was noi given as a Foim. bur as a Platform, becauſe the 
bo þ- Scripture ſays nothing of the Apoftles fo uſing it Neitber do 
'\Þ the Apo'tles or Evangeliſts in any of their Writings Exhorr 
{ - |, Chriſtians unto the formal uſage of that Holy Director) 
for prayer, Nor do we read any thing, of that marter ir 
the nex: Age after the Apoſtles. Emnſebsus (g) bas recorded 
- - an Excellent Prayer made by Polzcarp when he Sufferec 
+, Martyrdom; bur altbougb he prayed after that mannerf 
© which the Loyds Prayer requires, there is not one ſenrence 
33 of char prayer in his, Juſtin Martyr gives an account of 
what was practiſed in tbe Aſſemblies of Chritftians in thoſe 
"days, viz. of their Reading the Scriptures, Preaching there- 

. on, Prayers, Adminiſtration of Baptiſm and the Lords 
Supper, | bur has not the leaft bint of their ufing 10 repea 
the Lords Prayer, which had it then been Cuſtomary. no 
donbr he would bave mentioned ir as be does ſome other 
things which were deviations from the Apoſtotical Practice, 

| angry. that of ſending the Eucharift ro ſuch as were ab- 

_ ſenr. 
prayer was uſed in ſome of the Aſſemblies of Chriftiangs, 
er not in all- of them. only when the Communicants were 

y themſelves alone: They never repeared that prayer i 
any that were only Catechumens hapned to be preſent. 
. Nor might (þ) ſuch uſe ir nntil they were baptiſed. They 
ſuppoſed it unlawful for Unregenerates' ro call Gad their 
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Fs, :  Whereof has been tufficiently ' diſcovered by our Proteſtand 


where he Retided for the ſpace of four years, I-doubr av 
——_ but that this i» as true, as What he futther ſays, bat aftrerJ- 
T J . wards that Apoltie cauled three Prayers more to be added ti 
| a the Maſs There is £0 inore proof that the Apoſtles any of 

i tbem uled to ſay the Lords Prayer, then there is thr the 
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It is tere*, rbat in the chird Century, the Lords] - 
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|, Father,” The Writings of Auſtin (5) Cie ___ ers 
of the Anciems have made this indiſputable. T' "1820" 
ng. exprefilon in Terreliag (V from whence ſome have gathe- 
no red, that-in choſe days Chriſtians did nor Concludes but Begin: Þ 


ery their prayers with the Lords Prayer. Neverthelels, they did 


8 nor think it neceſſary. Ic is evident that Or:gen did ſometimes 4 
off . *-uſe this prayer 3 but without an opinion of irs being neceſ- 
the fary: ' For whe he writes concerning 2 method of prayer, * 
it he adviſeth ro begin and end with Doxologies : bur he 


does not adviſe to begin or to end with the Lords Prayer. 
Clemens Alexandrinus concludes bis laft Book of Pedagogy 
with Prayer, yet bot with the Lords Prayer. This enervates - 
what Mr. Richard Ward and others object, vi. Thar if the- --; 
. Lords Prayer, was given only to be a rule, and nor enjoyn- 
ed as a forfn, then Chriſtians- for 1500 years together did 
not underſtand the true meaning of Mar. 6. 9. But ſuppoſe - 
that ab bundred years after the Apoſtles were all dead, this * 
Formality had been. generally practiſed, we could not from 
theace infzr, rhat it was ſo in their days. Innovations and 
. Declenfions from the Primitive Purity were ſoon brought i044 
unawares amongit the Churches. In Tereullians Time, *x 
they Prayed towards the Eaſt. Origen alſo adviſeth it ;- 
bucthe Apoſtles never gave thar Advice, Io thoſe days they © 
uled Exorciſms, ſigning with the Croſs, and Chriſm in B: p- © 
- tiſm. All which things were Corruptions in Religion, and Þ# 
are now rejected by moſt of the Reformed Churches, In £ 
thoſe Times alſo, they put eſpecial feſpet on Wedneſdays and 
Fridays, which in Tertulan are called Stationum dies. Be- 
cauſe Chriſt was Sold on a Wedneſday, and Crucified ona? 
Friday they would have more devotion on thoſe then on © 
' Other days in the week.. Theſe were Early Superſtitions. © ©; 
And although we read nothiog of their keeping the Feaſt, © 
of Chriſt's Nativity for more then ao hundred years after” 
1 this ; nevertheleſs, hirſunday and Pentecoft was obſerved * 
rg in Commemoration of the deſceor of the Holy Ghoſt on the. © 
"1 Apoſtles, Alſo Lene and Eaſter were accounted Sacred © 
if Times. The obſervation of Eaſter was as ancient a9 | 
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(i) In Matth. Homil. 18. and 2. Cov. Homil. 2. 
(k) Premiſe Legitima oratione Tertull. de orat. pi 659. 
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i gf” Pohcarp, who was the "Diſciple of the Apoſtle Fobn.. 
= | Prelenily after | Polycarp, Chriftians uſed every year to 
4 obſerve a day in Commemoration,of the Deach Days, 
{Which they - call che Birch Days of their Martyrs. | I bave: 
| mentioned titeſe particulars ro ſhow, that the -Argament 
it from the praticeof Churches after rhe Apoſtles Days, is 
not conclutive, except it can be proved that the Scripeure* 
does warrant tuch a practice, and then it is ex abundant?, 
recommended to us; 1 Cor. t1. 16, | 
:-.- 6, Other Arguments beſides that of Ancient Cuſtom 
|. 'Whjch are commonly alledged for uſing the Lords Prayer 
| 282 Form, do not carry Conviction with them, *Ir is plea- 
"ded, rhat'our Prayers are Imperfect, whenas this Form 
comains in it all tFax we are 'to pray for, therefore to make. 
. vP the Defets of our Prayers, we maſt ſabjoyn this. To 
*which has b:en replyed, that the Decalogue does contain . 
|. in it, all the Duties which God requires of Men, Matth. - 
'$+. 22. 4o. Bur ir does not therefore follow that Miniſters ſhould | 
- 3 conclude rheir Imperfe& Sermons, with a Rec:tation of 
LR the Ten Commandments. No more 'are they bound tb a 
" Repetition of the Lords Prayer, at the Concluſion of their 
[-- :own imperfect ones. Moreover, we may not think that 
"Words and Syllables will make amends for the Defe# of 
4  ' -our” Prayers ; for that is { as ſhall be further faid ) ro give 
-  +ro'them whar is proper to the Merit and Interceſſion of the | 
'${-+ :Lord Jeſus Chrift. Ir is alſo pretended. that every Rabbs 
of: Mafter amongſt the Jews delivered a_'Form of Prayer, to |, 
i his Diſciples. That Fohn Baptift did ſo: And that in .. v 
| + Conformity hereunto, the Diſciptes ' Peritioned Chrift ro ta 
'#  'givethem a Form, which he granted their defires in: And - Pt 
#- -thbat be took every Sentence of this which we call the Lords . ot 
* - Prayer out of the Jews Common - Prayer-Book at that time |. ta 


- 


” *nſed amongſt them, and willed bis Diſciples to uſe it as 4 | bi 
& * Form. Thus do ſome ſay. And all this 1s ſooner | ſaid tb 
F than proved. | Some have told us of things in the. Fewiſh | w! 


=_ 


Rituals which others could never find there. - Baronzus, 


b -Caſaubom ard many belides, ſay, thar ir was nſual.amongft | wil 


the ſews ro waſh their feer before they ſar down to. eat the | ba: 
© Paſſover, and that: therefore whar is recorded, Fob. '13..5- | the 
was rething but; a Jewiſh cuitom uled at the” Pafſorer 4 5 
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{ who was as'much converſant in the 


. Yet Buxtoy 
tings of the Jews as any Man in the world ) ſays, th 


ar 


bs ng therein. 


. mud beſides, be will not find* any ſuch 


in his Diſſertation de Cana Dominica. 


Bar' ſappoling ( which yer remains to be demon{trated } 


the Diſciples were to uſe this prayer as a Form whilſt they 
continued under the Ferwiſh Pedagogy, it cannot from 


are bound fo to uſe it. 


afrer bis accompliſhing the work of Redemprion,cught 10 be. 


Thus do they interpret that Scripture, Foh. 16.24. However it © 


_ does not follow, that if a Form were proper and.needful for the 
Fews, that ſuch things are neceſſary for Chriſt;ans in the days 
of the Goſpel, wherein there is a more plentiful effuſion of the 
Spirit of prayer, 

' lawful. 


thereip, Bur if that Man ſhall afterwards be bleſſed. 


4]  rhey were yet- the Church of God, we know 'nq 1. 
'J 15 there any great Credit to be given to whar their - 
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if a Men reads over al'their Ritual Books, and the _ my v4 

[ner 7 
particulars relating ro -the Adminiſtration of the Lords 77 
Supper, are by Genebrard; Scaliger, ( with many more} 2 
pretended to be in imitation of what is in the Fewiſh Rituals, 
whom the Learned: Reader may fee refured by Buxrorf 5 
The like to this 3 
may be. affirmed with reſpe& to the Subject: before us, 7 


thence be concluded that Believers under the New-Teſt amens  - } 
There are ſome Learned Men: that 
do allow the Lords Prayer to'bave been a preſcribed 'Form; ** 
that do not think it to be deſigned for « perpetual ule of the 7 
Church as ſuck, bur only for a Temporary Form.. And that 
after our Lords Reſurrection and Aſcention, they ſhould no 3 
longer uſe it as a Form, becauſe therein is no expreſs men= +} 
rioa of the name of Chrift, nor asking Bleflings for- bis 7 
ſake, nor aſcribing praiſes to: God through bim, which © 


_ 2.10, We ſay not that all Forms are un- 
No doubt but that a Man who has not the giftof. 7 
prayer, had better make uſe of a Form of bis own compofing. 
or taken out of ſome good Book, (but I would not adviſe to. 
rake one out 'of the Maſs- Book) to worſhip God with, in ® 
| bis Family, then not to bave ary Religious Worſhip at all. 


with a Gift of Prayer, for him ro tye himſelf toa Form. © © 
is (as uſeth to be ſaid ) like as if one that bas uſed Crurches. 7 
whilft he-was weak, ſhould continue to uſe them after he. 7 
bas geined firengrh. \ Whar Liturgies the Fews had while - © 
Nor 2 
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"+ who are made up of Fables, ſhall think mees:ro t 
"F.. Some of themſelves confeſs that Forms of Prayer were © * 
| Botalways uſed by their Fathers, Sauberta> in bis late  * 
; Learned Academical Diſquiſitibns, Cites a paſſage of R. 
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|. Bechai, (m) who ſayeth, That from the time of, Moſes until 
i the Great Sanedrim, there was no ordinary Form of Prayer 


amongſt the Iſraelites, but every Man made a prayer for him- 


'# > ſelf, according to what knowledge and gift of utterance be 

'" gas endued with, If the Jews had Prayer Books of Hu- 
mane Compeſure in our Saviours Time, ( as our Liturgical 
| Men are perſwaded ) it is t00 much boldneſs ro Conjecture 
that the Lord borrowed the Petitions in the Lords Prayer 
from them. Whar though Grotzus, {*) and others find 
| Expreflions like thoſe, in Jews Prayer Books ? Ic does nor 


-- neceſſarily follow, that they were taken from tbence.. 
-R _ Dr. Lighrfoor (n) chargeth the Jews with Filching our of ' 
+. the Goſpel, parcicalarly that they have Stolen thoſe words, 
"# Thy Kingdim come. and thoſe, Lead us net into Temptation, 


and jnſerred them into their Lirurgies,s This ſeems more 


LF probable, then that the Lord ſhould rake bis Prayer out of 
F their Service Books. It was counted Blaſpbemy in Celſus 


._ when be affirmed,that Chriſt borrowed may of bis Divine 
Notions our of *P/atoe. Mr. Boyſe mentions an horrid Aﬀer- 


'F-\.- tion of Dr, Combers in his pretended Anſwer tro Mr. Clarksons 
"= nnanſwerable Yiſcourſe of Liturgies. viz. That our Saviour *, 
t. - mas fo afraid of Innovation as to rakes every Sentence of the 


Lords Prayer out of the Ferwiſh Forms then in uſe, In that 


| - degenerate Age was he afjaid to teach any thing thar 


'#. would ſerm New to them ! How then did ſome who heard 
#. bim Preach, ſay, ha! New Doftrine is this? Mar. 1. 27. 

= Was rhe Lord who did fo ofien reprove them for their 
Formality in Worſhip, Afraid of Innovation if rhey ſhould 
change rheir Vain: Converſation received by Tradition from 
their Fathers? Was that admirable DireFory for prayer, 
which none bur he who is the MHiſd'm'f Gig could be 
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I tion of Scrip: are, « 


'Ytbar God will accept of their -orher Petitions for the ſake 
Þ of their repeating this Form, as if that would Sanfefie 
J and make_amends - for the. defes in their prayers, - which . 
| w_ belongs tg the Mediator, nor can any thirg clſe do 
_ The .Jadicious Alcing (0) giverb this-caviien. That un 

uf ing the Lords Prayer Men ſhould be careful of Superjtition, 

Þ #n thinking that there 1s a Latent Efficacy in words and Syl- 


J the Lordy Prayer in the room of Chrip bimicif, imaginirg. g. 


fables. Papiſts will ſay their. Pater Noafter mo:e often in. "IJ 


"in hour, then the Jews do their Majan prayer in a day, 
ſaperſtitiouſly dreaming thar- the pronouncing of thoſe 
| Levers and Syllables will fave them; Oue of the .moit - 
moderate {F)- and ingenions of their Writers ſpeaks thus, 
| Bo:b riſmg and going to bed, ſitting down and riſing from 
board, and going about any particular ation vr buſineſs ; 
1 would kave all good Chriſtians to ſay the Pater Noſter. 


It is (lays he) the only Prayer that I uſe at every place, at - 


all times, and upon every accident ; and inftead of changing, 
I uſe often Repetition of it, Thus ſpeaks a Roman Catbol:ck. 
Nor are all who call themſelves Proreſtants, alrcgetber fice- 
from Superſtition in th is matter. Many of them are ( as 
Mr. Fenner ſpeaks) in their (laying the Lords Prayer, Guil- 


tþ of thoſe Letters and Syllables, What is it better when . 
perſons are Judged to be either , innocent or guilry of the 
Crime of Mhirchcraft, according as they have power to ſay 


ty of Sylabical- Idolatry. - There are. ſome make a Charm -_ 2 


-J or not to ſay the Lords Prayer * Whether it was Inftirured ->i 


to be a Form or no, I am ſure it was never Inftituted 10 


FR” 2 


# Perſons. to pronounce thoſe words and ſyllables, who 
can pronounce any other, proceed from. natural cau- 


. certainty in the Experiment, © G/anwl ( as I remember') 
copfeſſerb that this kind of Ordeal is infaltible. I hall roke 
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Try who are Pitches : Nor can the Inability of ſome. 
ſes, bar from the operation of Demons. Nor is there. ' © | 


notice of but one Allegation more: Jr is pretended that . 4 
our Saviour has Obliped us td a Form of . Wards in the Admt | WG 
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= -. niſtrarion of Bapri/m, and of the Lords Suppe 
-— Þ{ why notas well to a Form of words in Prayer? - If it were | 
; ©  8s$is objected, there is no conſequence in the Argument:: | 
Ir does not -at all follow that it cbere' are ſome Forms of | 
Divine Inſtitution, that then the Lords Prayer was given | 
as a Form, Moreover, although it is Lawful and Com- | 
mendable in Miniſtring « Baptiſm to keep to the words of - 
Inftirurion in Match. 28. 19. Yet neitber is tþis Command» 
ed, bur an Agreement in fence is ſufficient, For it is evi- | 
' dent, that the Apoſiles did not always keep to that Form.” |. 
AAs 2. 38. & 8.16, & 10. 48. & 19 5. Thisis ſo manifeſt, - 
as that Aquinds confefſeth ir, only be ſuppoſerh that the 
. Apoſtles had by Revelation' a particular diſpenſation. for 
their nor keeping to the preſcribed form, Dr. Lighefoor 
ſays, that when the Apoſtle Bapriſed Jews, ir was n the 
Name of Feſus,. becauſe the great Controverſy amongſt them 
. was, Whether Feſus of Nazareth was the true Meſſiah ; bur 
that when they Bapriſed tbe Gentiles Where that Contro- 
yerfy had 'no footing, they Bepriſed into the Name of the | 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Tbe Greek and. the Latin 
Chyrch did not keep exactly ro the ſame Form of words 
in rheir Miniſtring that Holy Ordinance, In the Greek 
Church ſome times they ſay, I Baptiſe ſomerimes,. Be thou 
Baptiſed: bur their uſual Form was, This Servant of Chriſt 
is Baptifed ; Yea they intermixed ſome words of their- 
Belief with the words of Inſtitution in their Adminiftring 
Baptiſm. Thus Fuſtin Martyr declares, that Faſhing with 
Water is performed in the Name of the Father of all things, 
and our Lord Grd, and of bur Saviour Feſus Chriſt, and of 
the | Holy Spirit, Again, he ſays, in the Name of Chrift 
who was Crucified under Pontius Pilate, Amongſt the La- 
” . tirs they did not keep to the Words and Syllables of the 
- Taftnytion. For Cyprian ſays, In nomen, INTO the Name, 
( whicb is moſt agreeable torbe Original.) And in another 
i place he doesnar mention Name' in the Form uſed in Bap- 
wt - _ riſm, bur be ſays, Into' the Father, Son and Holy Spire. 
E This variation as to words, as long as the ſence-and defign 
was the ſame, they. theught was no variation from the 
L Precept. Of this Judgment are Carewright, Martinis, . 
”, and Voerius amovgſt . our Modern Writers, . The like is as 
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| be affirmed Ohh b reſpect ro the "ih Supper. ” Noni I 
ſtanding the words of Inſtitution are' recited by three of _tha 
Evangeliſts, and by Paul to the Corinthians, "nevertheleſs - 
|| they all as to ſome words differ, but agree in the -Sub- . 
JF fiance of what is by eacb of them related, which Faneyy 4 þ 
i= that we are not in the Adminiſtration of the Holy Supper, - 
f -] limited to the uſe of - always the ſame words and SyHables. 
- | Itis clear and manifeſt from . Auſtin, and others of the 3 
- | Ancients, thar there was in thoſe days a great variety 
a. | © uſed in the Conſecration of the Elements. Now if the ** 
KE uGng the very words of Inftitution in Miniftring the, Sa > 
e's cramentsis not Commanded, much leſs are we Comman= 
Cr ded to uſe the words Ex prefſed in our Lords Direfory for 
t Prayer. We conclude then, that fince-the uſe of thoſe # 
e words 4s 4 Form is only a thing Indifferent , and not ne- 
?] ceſſary, or a Cotamanded duty ; when the caſe is ſo cirs _ 
t cumftanced that ir cannor be done witbour Offence, it is 
- | rather a duty and will be moſt pleaſing to Chriſt nor to 3% 
) 
$ 
, 


uſe ir as a Form.” Ir is a ſound Principle which ſome of- 3 

the School men have - maintained. Etiam Spiritualia non 2 
neceſſarie ſunt fugienda, [i exciis Scandalum oritur. Ho. 2. 16. . Wy 

1 Cor. 10. 32. [8 

I ſhall only add, that Biddle (the notorious Socinian) ©; 

. baving aſſerted, that our Saviour Preſcribed the Lode 

, Prayer to be uſed as a Form by bis Diſciples, Dr. Owen” 
 Y propoſeth ſeveral Queries for him or any on his bebalf to: 
 { - Anſwer; and amongſt others theſe, Hbether the Serving 
this Form of Wards to be uſed, has not confirmed many in 
; their Atheiftical Blaſpheming the Holy Spirit of God, and 
His Grace in the Prayers of His People? And whether the. 124 
Repetition of theſe words after Men have been long Projing bo 

for the things contained in them, as the manner of ſame 5s; 

be not ſo Remote from- any Pretence or Colour of warrant in. 

the Scriptures, as that it is in plain termes Ridiculous. © 
Thus Dr. Owe in bis Anſwer to Biddle, p, 669. 
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i AM AT the Churches under the Presbyterian and Congrega- Re: 

"I raonal Diſcipline maintam Communion with one another, no! 

{4 morwithſt anding their differing Sentiments as to Church Go- tte 
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Hnſw. They may and ovght to do ſo, In the Apoſto- - -\ for 
- dical Churches there were as great and greater differences * { co 
i {30 Judgment then are thoſe between the Brethren of theſe -. | of 
{© -1wo Periwaſions ; who nevertbeleſs did maintain a Chrilti -Þ--B, 
an Communion with each other, zs it was their Duty to do. _ F} ai 
B+. Rom. I4. 1,2: Phil. 3. 15,16, They bave been Confeſſors .'Þ| pe 
- $f F--and. Fellow-Sufferers for bearing witneſs to the ſame Cauſe JF Br 
- $2 of Truth, which ſhould Endear them to eacb other. In " ba 
WE marters of -Fajith they all agree. Yea, and in the Subſtan- ge 
” nals of Church Order. They all fay. that there ought to 
be nothing in :the Worſhip of God, befides - what Himſelf 
= has appointed. No Officers in ths Charcb, nor Sacramears, 
- nor Cenſures but what are the Inftirutions of Chriſt. A 
moderate Presbytetian, and a folid Congregational Man 
agree in'ſo many things, and differ in ſo few. aw ſmall 
"BF things, char ic would be a ſhame for them ro divide and 
3 {> break Communion abour them. -A Man that giveth bim- 
"we ſelf ro reading - and. ſearching after Truth, may in « 
| + few years time, ſee cauſe to differ from himſelf 
Bj. 4s much as a Presbyterian and Congregational Man differ 
BE from one another, The Provincial Aſſembly of London in 
E their Treatiſe of tbe Divine Right of the Goſpel Miniftry, 
| Pare 1. p. 191. © Speaks reſpeRfully of the New-England 
Bt Platform of Chwch Diſcipline, 'alcbougb they concur not 
7 1 therewith in; ſome particulars, they ſay ' concerning the 
'N Minitters of New-Ergland, that they agree with them wholly 
' gn the ſame Confeſſion of Faith, and in many. things of the 
E preateſt concernment in the matter' of Church Diſcipline. 
| "And that thoſe things wherein we differ, are not of ſuch con- 
| ſequence as to make a Schiſm between us. They further _ d, 
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-Þ doin the Preface to the Platform, '( which Preface, was writ- © © 


' Taftica ſacra p. 115. The Gooly Learned Mr. Ruther- 


| have tbis for the laſt Article of their Ditcipline, Churches - 


' "with Fafting and Prayer, without any laying on of. bends; | | 


drew up ſome propoſals for-the Accommodation'and Union 
4 X . lf 1 *% WIT SIDE 1 18 


*þ Bax:er, not long before be went to bs Ever/afting ReFs, © - 
- | faid ro me, If all Independents were like New;Englani Inges. > 
pendents, we thould foun be one. Our Congr«gatiopal 


ng other Churches { though leſi pure) to be ere” Churches, 
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ten by Mr. Cotton; and approved of by other Elders )chat 3 
it is far from us ſo to atteſt the Diſcipline of Chriſt as #0 > 
deteſt the Diſciples off, Chriſt, Dr. "Arrowſmith lomerimes _ > 
Regius Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univertity of Cambradpe, 7 
notwithttanaing nis being a Presbyterian, calls the | Minj® - 7% 
fters in- New England, Fratres neſtres jure . nobis diledtiyſi- 
mos; Our Brethren detervedly mutt Cear' untq us. V. 


Ford bas declared, that if the Congreg arzonals would - alt "7 
'come'up to what Mr. Corron aflerts in bis Bock of the Keyes / þ| 
of the” Kingdom, tre would mcet them. balf way. Mr, "4 


xo V2 


Brethren” in England who met, at the Savoy, Anno 1658. © 
gathered and walking according to the mind of Chnift, judge "i 


may receive to occaſional Communion with them, ſuch Mens-: | 
bers of thoſe Churches as are credibly: teſtified to be Godly and ' © 
to live without offence, The practice of- the Churches .in_- 
New- England bas been. according © this profefhion, For: v4 
we have received to our Communion thole that have come 
to us} with Teftimonials from Presbytcrian Minifters in 
England, and'divers that have come to us from Scorland;: 
Yea, and ſome French Refugees, of whole fincere Piery we: # 
have had Teſtimonials. And { which is more) ſeveral: 
worthy Minitters known: to be of the Presbyterian Tudgs. | 
ment who came to us-from England, particularly Mr. Mars» 
ton and Mr. Bay'y, were received ameng us with the - 1} 
greateſt refpects rhat the Elders. and Churcbesiin Nea-Engs "3 | 
land could manifett towards them And, whereas they drd , 7 | 
ſcruple a Reordination by Impofirion of hands / which ig": 
uſnal in theſe Chnrches) thar was not urged -#pon 'tbemn;+. - 
bur rhey were eftabliſhed in the Churches who: Elected them _ 4 


Mr. Corton not long before bis depariuie ro # berter World, 
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and in Ireland, where he. ended his days) nor long before 
he finiſhed' bis Conrſe, wrote a ſmall Book which beareth * 


the Title of Irenicum, or an Eſſay for Union ; wherein he | 
Differences are between 


ſhows how inconfiderable the 
thoſe of the Presbyterian and Congregational Fudgment, and 
that they may withbour any felling of Trath to purchaſe 


-— 


peace, mutually own and give tbe Right Hand of Fellow- - 


ſhip to each other, ..as true Churches and Miniſters of 


of rheſe two Refarming Perſwafions, in which bis Spirir 4 

- was very mach ingeged. My moſt dear Brotber - Samuel. 
Mather ( who was well: known to the Churches in News © 
England above forty years ago, and after that in England! 


Jeſus Chriſt, that they ſhonld lay afide all their Animo- 


not him that Eateth, deſpiſe him that Eateth not, and let 


= fities, and remember that Golden Rule, Rom. 14. 3. Lee * 


not bim that Eateth not,- judge him which Eaterh; for God * 
bas received him. . So let not him who depends on the way - 
of Claflical Subordination, deſpiſe him that dependeth nor, 


and let not him that dependetb nor, judge bim that depend- 
etb, for the Lord has received them both. | 
' - Amongſt thoſe who go under the name of Congregational, 
thereis a variety of apprehenſion in ſome Diſciplinary Con- 
troverſies, Some of them have thought that no Children 


- ſhould. be admitted 10 Baptiſm whoſe Parents are nor. ad- 


mitted to the Lord's Table. This was the opinion of oar 
Learned Mr, Chauncey, who was many years Preſident of 
the Colledge, and of Mr. Davenport, and ſome: few others 


: *vN of the firſt Miniſters in theſe Churches: But Mr. Corron, 
* | my Father Mather, Mr. Norton, Ms. Rogers, Mr. Mitchel, 


and the generality of our New-England Divines were for 
'a greater. Latirade as to the ſubject of Baptiſm. Some e- 
Reem none to be of the Viſible Church, excepting thoſe that 
belong ro Particular Churches: So Mr. Hooker, Mr. Stone, 
and. moſt of our. Miniſters. Bur in this the generality of 


|  Conpregationals'in England vary from them. They ſuppoſe 


that al the Men in the world, who deſerve the name of Chriſti- 


þ- anz, or thar make  profefiion of the true Religion, and 
{do not. deftroy that profeſſion by any Error in Jadgmenr, 


or.Scandal in-Converſation, are the Carbolick Viſible Chureh, 


ER NO oP is 30 TR > 
F os 0440-7 pf $0457 4; ples 


mynion 


bY, 


41 3 +4 EN 4 * <Y 
” of. which anmber there are many who are nor in full Com-: Z 
ONE noe... « ke ITE." 


x" 


eP - 4 *kg 
o 

- we 1 "hs" 
4 


£5 [ES 
Pt " þ OY 27"F 4 hy 
8 x 


win has tirenuouſly afferted, that a Particular, Church is 


the Subject ofs rbar Ocdinance of the Lords Supper, but nor. 


" of Baptiſm. And of this Judgment were Dr. Owen and 
Mr. Greenbil, as both of them did many years fince jn 


Letrers I received from them, fignitie to, me; and Dr, © 


. Owen in divers of | bis printed Books, declares that he was 
ſo perſwaded. So thar' they who go under the-name of 
Congregational muſt withdraw Communion from one ano* 
ther as well as from Prezbytersans, if differing ſentiments 
about Diſciplinary Queſtions, be a ſufficient ground for dil- 
union and ſeparation. Dr. Ames was Congregational, high- 
ly approving of the Churches in New-England ; and pur- 


poſing to have ended his days amorgit them; On his' 


Death-bed { as one that was then with bim has publickly 


 teſtitied ). be declared that if there were any Churchefin © 
the world whom God would own, they were, ſuch as 


thoſe in New-Eng/and. And altho' Gangrena ſays, that 


-then ir was a mercy that. Learned Ames lived no longer, _ ; 


better Men then he will nor ſay ſo. Dr. Twiſi was Presby- 


terian, nevertheleſs, there was an Endearcdaeſs berween ; | o 
Ames and him. Mr. Marſhal and Mr. Scrong Loved as 


Brethren notwithſtanding the former: was Presbyterian, 


and the Larter Congregational: Two Luftres of years are © 4 


now expiring,  fince the Minifters in Lowdon of both theſe 


perſwafions declared their readineſs to M/alk together accor- Z | 


ding to the Goſpe! Rules of Communion of Churches. Would 


| all thar pretend ro the Name of Presbycerian obſerve the: |. 


Articles of that Union, the Congregationals in New: England' 


. would readily give. them the Right Hand of Fellowſhip. - 
Eſpecially if they would practice according 10: ſome. Eſſen-- |. 
tial Articles therein ; particularly that Article which de- 
clares, that none ſhall be admitted to all ſpecial Ordinances ' 
but ſuch as are not only free from Scandal in their  lives,-but - "| 


' perſons of wiſible | Godlineſi, making a credible profeſſion of "Ss 
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"I mation witb-any- particular” Inſt##uzed Church. Some-limix |... 
'& Baptiſm ro Memberſhip in| a particutar Church. So has = 
Fit becn with us in New-England for the -molt part, Bur ' Þ 


other Congregational: differ from us it this point, ' Dr, Good= 


cordial Subjeftion to Chrift., And that Article which | 
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FE” - Arricle whereir tbey lay, we agree that in order 


|" fition eo the Grave Judgment of ſuch Holy Saints. - 


BJ GH (Z) Mr. Cort6n. way of the Courches. p. 84. 
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proceeding to each other when defired: Alſo" that. 
to concord, 
and in weighty and difficult” caſes, it is needful and according 2 
#0-the mind of Chriſt. char the Miniſters of ſeveral Churches Þ 
be conſulted and adviſed with about ſuch Matters. Is not the: 
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 Embodying into a Church State a weighty matter ? Is not 
the Calling and Ordaining a Miniſter a Weighty Matter? Þ 


They «bar ſhall do luch things without adviſing with Neigh-/ 
bour Caiurcbes or Miniiters, muſt think of tome other 
name whereby they may be diſtinguiſhed, For it is 4 * 
very vain thing for them ro pretend to be either Presby» 
'xerian or Congregational : when” the Fundamentg! Articles ; | 
of their Union are manifeſtly ttanſgreiſed and violated. / 
For my-own part, | bave many years deficed to ſee an Union M - 
of theſe rwo Reformed Parrzes. | 
' Whenl was Jait #& Lowdon; 1 did rhat litule I was Capa- \ 


- ble of, to prcemate that Union which bas been bappily.Ef- 


fected. And I count it one of the greateſt Mercies of my : 


Lite, that ever I was at all' inftrum?ncal in (> Bleſſed a 

> work In ſeveral points, whercin thofe of the Congrega-. 

. tional perſwaſion differ from the other, I am ſatisfied in | 
my own Judgment, that they have Truth on their fide; 
' nevertheſels, there have been 2s Eminent Men for Piery $ 
and Learning of the Presbyrerians perſwaſion, as any the Y.. 
Wort his +1 this leſt Age heen Bleſſed with; whom it-is | - 


an'zfiction at all ro differ from 1I.therefore finiſh with 
the'words of 2 Great Man among us, (x) who ſpeaking of | 


- ſome Presbyterian Divines, thus 'Expreſſeth himſelf, Thoſe Þ 
Godly Learned Divines we do ſo highly Eſteem, and ſo deeply 1 


Reverence in the Lord, that were the cauſe our own, and not : 
ebe Lords, we ſhould rather let it fall, then defend it, by Oppo 1 
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Books Printed for and Sold 52 Tho. Parkbuft at Bi 
and Three Crowns Cheaptide near Mercers Chappel. | 


- oe F Thoughtfolneſs for the Morrow, with an aoreanl 
c © dix concerning the Immediate defire of foreknows! 
= | 8 
Y ing things ro come. 

2. The. Redeemers Tears wept over loft Souls, in a J 
Treatiſe on Luke 19. 41, 42. with an Appendix wherein... 
ſomewhat is occaſionally Diſcourſed concerning the fin. 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and how Godpis' ſaid ro will the | 
Salvation of them that periſh. 6 

3. Of Chriſtianity in reference to gther Men's fad. © 52 

4. A S:rmon directing what wer 10 do afiera ſtrict 
enquiry, whether or no we rraly loye God. 

- $5. Two Sermons Preached upon” theſe words, 7; eldyour , 
ſelves to God, 3 

6. A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Eſther Sampſon, bats £2, 
. Wife of Henry Sampſon Dr. of Phyfick, who yn Nov.'2. 
1689, A 

; & , 7.. The Carnality of Religious contentions in _ oy 
F Sermpns, Preached at- the Mercbanr's Lecture in Brogg-" 


1 freer. 
4 ..: 3 ACalm alt Saber enquiry concerning the poſſibilley, 
| 


_— LR 


\ Jof a Trinicy in rhe God-head, in a Lerrer ro a Perſon of: _ 


on the Explications of the Doctrine of rhe Trinity, - 
I Dr. Wallis, Dr. Sherlock, Dr. South, Dr: Cridworrh, on 
Subject. . "i 
9, A Letrer ro a Friend concerning a Poſtſcript ro his De- - +4} 
fence of Dr. Sherlock's Notion of the Trimny in Unity, - 3 
1c, A View of that part of the late confiderations ad-"* by | 
dreft to H H. abonr the Trinity, which concerns the Sober | | 


* Worth ; Occaſion'd by the lately Publiſhed Conley 
Toge:ber wich certain Lernters ( birherto. ubpubliſhed Fuck 
merly written ro the Reverend Dr. Y/alis on the fame:; +] 
relating ro the Calm enquiry on the ſame Subject iv 
Enquiry on that Subject. 


11. A Faneral S-rmon on the Death of that piov Vs Fl 
H tlewoman Mis. Fudeth Hamm, late : Nik bo e þ 
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591 be aber Aden: Ms "EY | 
- bs yo AMr,":Majthew Mexd's Funeral Sermon. 
; The Redeemers Dominion over-the InviG6ble World. 
Ns Pabliſhed- by Mr. Fobn Howe Miniſter of 
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(THE. &y' 
wy of SEES! Life open'd, ora Diſplay of 'Chrift © 
| bi * Baria and mediatorial Glory ; containing Forty 
Atv i. Sermons on various Texts, Wherein the Imperation 
t + out Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt is orderly anfolded, - 
'. it was .begun,. carried on, and "finiſhed by his Covenant 
{TranſaCtion, myſterious | Incarpation, folema Call and - 
Dedication; bleſſed Offices, deep Abaſement, and Supere- 
2 fivent Adyancement. | 
5A. Treatiſe of the. Soul of Man, wherein the Divine 
S Original, excellent and immortal Nature of the Soul, 
| I re” opened ; irs Love and Inclination -to the Body, with 
the neceſſity of its Separation from ir, -confidered and Im- 
ES proved. The- Exiſtence, Operations and States of ſepara- 
ed Sonls both in Heaven and Hell .immediately after. 
[ReS: afſerred, diſcuſſed; and variouſly -applied. Divers 
bet and. 'difficulc Quettions about deparred Souls, 
þ. Pilolophica and ROGER. ſtated and derermi- 


Hs he. Merhod of Grace in WEEN bowe the Erernal 
E edemprion, contrived by the Father and accompliſhed 
by cþe . Son, thro}, the Effectual Application of the Spirit. 
"unto God's Elect, being the Second part of Goſpel Re- 
i : demprjon. | | 
|: ' The Divine Condut or Myftery of Providence, its 
BY # Being anit Efficacy aſſerred and vindicated : All the Methods | 
of Providence in our Courſe of Life open'd, with Directions 
how:.ro apply ' and -Improve them. - | 
5; Navigation ſpiriualiz'd, or a new Compaſs "Ma Cnbnnd ; 
3 | feral king: of Thirty Two Points of - pleaſant: Obſeryations, 
pr Ap pliers, ſerious s Rena all  OAEERY ; 
ny = Es Pocms; | | +1 
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